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LEN TULLETT AND “THE MEGAPHONE” 


Since its founding the club has been well and faithfully served by 
so many able and enthusiastic secretaries that it may seem invidious to 
single out a single individual for special mention, but we feel that no 
apology is necessary for referring to the late Len Tullett, who occupied 
this position for several years until his untimely passing in 1947. In the 
course of many years association with the motorcycle movement the 
writer has known many enthusiasts to whom the sport was the be-all and 
end-all of existence, such was their love for the game, but none more 
whole-heartedly devoted to the movement as a whole than Len, whose 
enthusiasm enabled him to a large extent to triumph over physical 
disabilities. A year or so prior to his death, Len occupied the pillion seat 
of the writer’s machine in a Banks Peninsula trial, and while idling down 
into Akaroa ahead of time on a sun-drenched afternoon remarked, 
“Wonder if those silly b s in cars really know what they're miss- 
ing?" Which always seemed to the writer to express in a few words 
Len’s complete motorcycle philosophy. 





“THE MEGAPHONE’’—the club’s newsletter which for more than 
twenty years has kept members up-to-the-minute regarding club affairs, 
was originally Len’s brainchild. It first saw the light in June 1943, and 
was primarily an attempt to keep members serving overseas in the armed 
forces in touch with happenings in local club and motorcycling circles. 
Bright and breezy, and filled with gossip of motorcycle doings (what 
little there were at that period), “THE MEGAPHONE” soon became 
eagerly looked forward to by Army, Navy and Air Force “exiles” in 
the Pacific, Canada, the Middle East and Great Britain, and was equally 
popular with servicemen on home stations and the humble "civvy". In 
the issue of December, 1943, Len’s Christmas message must have been 
fervently echoed by all club members who read it, on both overseas and 
home fronts. 


"May Christmas, 1943 (he wrote) and the opening days of 1944 
bring you all both memories and anticipation—of the snarl of a well- 
tuned motor—of Moeraki shimmering in the sun—of early morning 
at Akaroa—of a sticky mud section—and of those thousand-and-one 
things that make motorcycling YOUR sport." 


Len Tullett, of the cheerful smile and the boundless enthusiasm, 
has been gone from among us these many years, but his memory is kept 
green by the annual Tullett Memorial Trial—and by the fact that “THE 
MEGAPHONE” still carries on. 
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*With the Pioneer Motor Club becoming a separate entity from the | 
Pioneer Sports Club from this year, Pioneer Motor Club presidents | 
also fulfilled the duties of chairmen at the meetings of the executive. | 
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OUR FIRST FIFTY YEARS 
THE PIONEER MOTOR CLUB 


Early Years and Early Clubs 


| While it is by no means a rarity to find many types of sports 
| bodies functioning in a healthy fashion fifty years after their founding, 
| a purely motorcycling organization which is still flourishing half a cen- 
tury after its inception is by no means so common. There are English 
motorcycle clubs whose activities span this long period, but as Eng- 
land might aptly be termed the cradle of motorcycling from the earliest 
davs of the movement, it might be expected to find there organiza- 
tions which have grown up with the sport and industry. Such, however, 
is the pardonably proud boast of the Pioneer Motor Club, whose 
history we shall endeavour to chronicle in these pages. In doing so, we 
are deeply conscious of our shortcomings as a narrator, but with 
memories of some 45 years as a member, and with the assistance of 
other “early birds" with even longer association with the club, we hope 
that readers will find of interest this attempt to outline the activities 
of the “Pioneer” during its first half-century. 





Christchurch has always been a motorcycling stronghold. Perhaps 
| the flat terrain of the "City of the Plans" was favourable to the crude 
| and underpowered machines of the very early days, but whatever the 
| reason, the motorcycle movement flourished here from the very early 
years of the century. It was inevitable, therefore, that with increasing 
numbers of machines in use in the early 1900's organizations would be 
formed to promote social activities and competitions. As early as 1906 
the first of these to be founded, the Christchurch Cycling and Motor- 
cycling Club, was organizing races on New Brighton beach (a popular 
form of racing promotion of which in later years came to be 
regarded as the prerogative of the Pioneer Motor Club). In these early 
days of beach racing, competitors started from the New Brighton Pier 
and rode north almost to the Waimakariri river mouth, апа on the 
return journey passed under the pier and continued almost to the 
southern extremity of the beach—a decided contrast to the mile and 
half-mile laps in favour to-day. The first beach races were held in Feb- 
ruary, 1906, and attracted 24 entries and a large crowd of spectators. 
A photograph in an illustrated weekly paper of that period shows on- 
lookers extended for long distances north and south of the pier (and, 
needless to say, encroaching on the course to the danger of themselves 
and the competitors). The pier, also, was crowded with spectators. АП 
in all, the influx must have livened up the little seaside suburb con- 
siderably. Like the cowboy in the song, who "got to Kansas City on a | 
Friday" on his first visit to a big town, and was amazed when he | 
"counted 20 gas buggies goin' by themselves" almost every time he took 
a walk, the reporter who covered the afternoon's activities on the day of 
the first beach races headlined the fact that "at one period, 20 motor 
cars were counted in New Brighton's main street." Shades of present- | 
day Saturday shopping! Incidentally, few of the competitors survived | 
the 50-mile race, which was won by E. J. Ritchie on a 2 h.p. Mitchell | 
at an average speed of about 35 m.p.h. | 
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Hill-climbs also took the fancy of both riders and the public, and 
the favourite venues were Dyer’s Pass and Hackthorne Road. The sur- 
faces of both these thoroughfares at this period were clay and grass, 
with the inevitable shingle dumped on at strategic points. The first 
officially organized event was held on Dyer’s Pass in 1906, the star 
performer being W. E. Thompson riding a 13 h.p. Indian, which 
according to contemporary reports of the event “had such a tremendous 
advantage in being chain driven that no other machine had a chance.” 


Reliability trials were very popular, and in May 1907 a sizeable field 
faced the starter for a 100-mile event which took competitors on a tour 
of the Oxford district, finishing in Papanui Road opposite the Carlton 
Hotel (was 6 o'clock closing in force then?). December of the same 
year saw a more strenuous event in the shape of a four-day trial to 
Dunedin and return. This event inaugurated the good old custom which 
was to be a feature of the majority of reliability trials for years to 
come, viz., wrangling over the results! Eventually the judges declared 
the whole event null and void, and it was re-run over a different course. 


After having done a creditable job in pioneering the promotion of 
motorcycle competition, the club ceased activities in 1911, and in its 
place arose a new body, the North Canterbury Motorcyclists’ Club, 
which carried on the promotion of beach races, trials, hill-climbs and 
other forms of competition. A major event run by the N.C.M.C. was 
another Christchurch-Dunedin and return reliability trial, the return 
journey being made in one day. The finishers in this event seem to have 
accepted the judges’ decision without serious argument for a change. 
The N.C.M.C. continued to run various types of events, all of which 
were well supported, and carried on successfully for some time, until 
an unfortunate wrangle (regarding the placings in a trial, needless 
to say!) created so much dissension in the ranks that the club was split 
from top to bottom. We will digress briefly to describe the bone of con- 
tention—the result of the Banks Peninsula sidecar trial held on June 
3, 1914, which, the judge announced in his official report, had been 
won by H. S. Jones (King Dick) with the maximum 1000 points. Right 
on Harold's tail in 2nd place was A. B. L. Smith (remember “Smiler” 
Smith?) with his Clyno outfit, a mere one point behind the winner. And 
how did “Smiler” come to drop that one point, which left him with 
a tantalising 999 marks instead of the magic 1000? Well, it appears 
that the official observer in *Smiler's" sidecar had conscientiously noted 
in his little black book that the driver had made a half-minute stop to 
light his lamps (by the way, don’t imagine that he was fiddling with 
a balky switch, or something of that kind). In those days the lighting-up 
procedure was (1) turn on the water supply of acetylene generator, (2) 
open lamp front and wait for smell, (3) on arrival of aforesaid smell, 
strike match, apply to burner, and close lamp front. Quite a chore 
when applied to head, tail, and sidecar lamps! Anyway, this perform- 
ance appeared to have prevented "Smiler" from at least tying with 
the Jones lad, until—sensation!—the latter’s observer, conscience-smit- 
ten, revealed that his driver, too, had stopped to light up, but he hadn’t 
thought it worth while to record it in his book!—which meant that 
instead of being the outright winner, the Jones-King Dick outfit tied 
with the Smith-Clyno combo, each having lost one point. Very annoy- 
ing for the former, and slightly cheering for the latter! But alas! even 
more complications were to follow, when "Smiler's" observer, also evi- 
dently stricken with remorse, testified that his driver had stopped to 
light up, not once, but twice—the second stop being to re-light a tem- 
peramental sidecar lamp. Bang! when another whole point for “Smiler” 
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—down to 2nd place he dropped again—and then the fat was in the 
fire! Arguments flew thick and fast, and when the club officials an- 
nounced that the trial would be declared a wash-out, and would be re- 
run, the uproar which ensued ended with a large proportion of 
N.C.M.C. members approaching the Pioneer Bicycle Club with the 
request to form a motorcycle section. Applications for membership 
came in profusion, and in less than a month more than 150 enthusiasts 
had signed on the dotted line. Thus was founded the Pioneer Motor 
Club, and it is safe to say that its most enthusiastic supporters never 
visualised that half a century hence the “Pioneer” would have survived 
two world wars, a world-wide depression, and many other vicissitudes, 
and would be firmly established in the affections of hundreds of mem- 
bers and ex-members throughout the years. 





First Club Run to Hanmer, 1913. 
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Early Years of the “Pioneer” 


It was hardly a propitious time for the founding of a new club 
of any kind, and perhaps even less so for a fledgling motorcycle club. 
War clouds were looming and it was obvious that only a miracle would 
prevent a world conflict. However, the young club launched its first 
venture on July 29, 1914, in the shape of a largely-attended and enthusi- 
astically-supported smoke concert, at which it was resolved to hold a 
grand initial opening run on September 20. The run was a tremendous 
success, more than 300 machines making an impressive lineup at the 
start. Among the riders was our present patron, Mr Frank R. Jones— 
like the club itself, "F.R.J.," as he is affectionately known, is still going 
strong. Others present on that day, whose names became through the 
years almost "household words" in "Pioneer" history, were Roy Parker 
(still active to-day, and deservedly known as the club’s “grand old man”), 
Cecil Bonnington, Charlie Bennett, Frank Thomas, .Fred Haworth, Lou 
de la Mere, and Phil Harman, for many years club secretary. The 
three last-named unhappily, are no longer with us, but they, with 
many others who have passed on, will be remembered for their work 
on the club’s behalf. 


The First World War had broken out some weeks previous to the 
opening run, and the ranks of motorcyclists were depleted by enlist- 
ments. The Christchurch A. & P. Show Grounds were taken over by 
the army authorities and a large camp established. Pioneer Club mem- 
bers offered their services as despatch riders, and owners of sidecar 
outfits equipped their machines with an official badge to denote that 
they. were at the service of army officers, who were authorised, if neces- 
sary, to hail any machine so equipped and request transport to any 
necessary destination. However, while the war undoubtedly affected sport 
in general to some extent, things carried on very much as usual in 
many respects, and the infant club did not 1асК support for the several 
events which it organised in the first year of its existence. One high- 
light deserving of mention was the celebrated motorcycle v. car chal- 
lenge match on Brighton Beach which took place on December 21, 1914 
—the only one of its kind in the history of Brighton Beach racing. This 
event, though not actually sponsored by the club—actually it was the 
outcome of a challenge issued by the car importing firm of W. B. Scott 
& Co., and accepted by the then well-known racing motorcyclist Ernie 
Hinds—the events were supervised and timed by club officials. Scott 
& Co. had for some time been mowing down all opposition in car 
speed events with their “Prince Henry” Vauxhall racing car, and finally 
issued a challenge to the effect that they were prepared to meet any 
and all comers in an officially supervised speed event on Brighton Beach, 
and that such was their confidence that they were prepared to back 
it to the tune of £100 (a sum which in those days was far from being 
peanuts). The challenge found no takers for sometime, and when fin- 
ally a contender tossed his glove into the lists, he came, not from the 
ranks of car owners, but was a motorcyclist of no small repute—Ernie 
Hinds, whose Indian motorcycle agency in Colombo Street, and later on 
the corner of Tuam and Durham Streets, will no doubt be remembered 
by many old-timers. The contest aroused keen speculation and excite- 
ment among motorcyclists and motorists, and the afternoon of Decem- 
ber 21 saw a tremendous crowd lining the two-mile course at North 
Beach. It was an ideal day, and the beach was in good condition. As a 
curtain-raiser tc- the car v. motorcycle match, the club ran a 24-mile 
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motorcycle handicap race, the winner being Frank Thomas riding a 
Singer. Alex Smith took second place on his James, and Triumph- 
mounted Fred Haworth was third. (Incidentally, we are pleased to say 
that Frank is still going strong, and its not very difficult to entice 
him away from a reboring job by bringing up the subject of early-day 
racing. We'll probably have occasion to mention him again later in this 
discourse. Alex Smith, who must have had one of the longest beach- 
racing careers on record, is also still hale and hearty in his capacity of 
“mine host" of the Inangahua Hotel. Fred Haworth, as we have men- 
tioned, passed on some years ago, we regret to say.) The Scott-Hinds 
match races were three events, the first being a straightaway dash over 
two miles, the second a 10-mile event, and the last a 6-mile, the two 
latter also being run over a 2-mile lap. Excitement ran high as the 
contestants got under way for the 2-mile dash, and in the rolling start 
both crossed the starting line in perfect unison, but Hinds established 
a decisive lead on his rival and crossed the finish line at terrific speed, 
his win being greeted with tremendous applause from the crowd. Un- 
fortunately the timekeepers for some reason failed to clock the winner. 
In the 10-miler, Hinds again established a lead, doing the first lap in 
1 min. 43 3/5 secs, but overshot the corner by a couple of hundred 
yards, which allowed Scott, who was driving superbly, to open up a 
lead which Hinds found impossible to close. Scott finished a comfort- 
able winner in 9 min. 29 secs. It was obvious that although Hinds' 
Indian had the legs of a car on the straights, Scott's superb handling 
of the Vauxhall on the corners, coupled with efficient brakes, made the 
car more than a match for the bike in a long race, and deep gloom 
descended on the motorcycle partisans. After a long interval, the rivals 
lined up for the last event. Again Hinds took the lead at the drop of 
the flag, and established a substantial lead over Scott at the end of 
the first two-mile lap, but again he overshot the turning flag, and 
again his rival grabbed the lead. Scott again won, covering the six 
miles in 5 min. 35 secs. Motorcycle fans wended their way home 
gloomily—the writer among them! It always appeared to us that with a 
2 or 3 speed gearbox (instead of the single gear which was the “cor- 
rect wear" for racing machines in those days) Hinds would have been 
on a much more equal footing with the Vauxhall, but slogging round the 
corners on about a 34 to 1 gear, and the resultant slow pickup, was his 
undoing. Anyway, as we have said, the event aroused great public in- 
terest, and weeks afterwards arguments still raged between motorcycle 
fans and car partisans. 


The year 1915 saw several events organised by the newly-founded 
club, and good entries and large public attendances, especially at the 
always-popular beach races, encouraged the executive. On March 6, 
championship beach races brought good fields. Each race was a straight- 
away dash of five miles, utilizing almost the entire northern portion of 
the beach. A strong cross wind and a heavy beach kept down speeds 
to some extent. The 350 c.c. class was won by Alan Woodman (Douglas) 
and the 500 c.c. event by R. Loughton (Rover) while Woodman again 
scored in the 750 c.c. class riding a Rudge. This remarkable one-legged 
rider also captured the 1000 c.c. class event in the fastest time of the 
day, 4 min. 34 secs., riding an Excelsior. Best times for private-owner 
entrants went to F. Foubister (Excelsior) with 5 min. flat, and H. 
Hollobon (Triumph) with 5 min. 31 secs. 


A fortnight after this the club staged a 50-mile handicap race in 
which the versatile Woodman finished first, riding а Rudge. Gordon 
Moffatt (Triumph) was second and С. B. (Bert) Brown, well-known as 
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a Triumph exponent, ran into third and secured fastest time. А 10- 
mile race for Pioneer Club committeemen was won by Bert Harper 
(Triumph). Bert will be remembered as being prominent in P.M.C. 
affairs for several years. 


On April 3, thirty starters (11 sidecars and 19 solos) left the city at 
one-minute intervals for Kaikoura, the event being the S.I. Champion- 
ship Reliability Trial. This aroused considerable public interest and a 
large crowd was present at the start to see the riders get under way. The 
outward journey, via the coast road, accounted for several competitors 
losing marks for various troubles. A. B. L. (Smiler) Smith met severe 
tyre trouble shortly after leaving, and several others suffered belt 
troubles. According to reports of this event, the morning was excep- 
tionally cold, and several competitors were troubled with carburetters 
icing-up. All, however, checked in at Kaikoura, whether on time or 
not, and probably forgot their hardships in sampling the night life of 
the town (was there a movie theatre there in those days?). The return 
trip via the inland route was somewhat stiffer, though the various 
streams and watercourses were fordable without too much difficulty, 
and several competitors found hopes of a clean sheet vanishing through 
various mechanical troubles. However, all reached the finish—some, 
as on the outward trip, a good deal later than others—and the riders 
found an even larger crowd waiting to see them check in. When the 
judge’s report was issued a day or two later, it was evident that Frank 
Thomas (B.S.A.) had won the sidecar class in no uncertain fashion, 
with Jack Suckling (Rover) in second place. Solo honours went to H. 
Foubister (Rudge) with A. Pearce (Triumph) second. The award for 
the best all-round performance by a private owner went to W. Hollo- 
bon (Triumph). In the teams competition, the Rover, Douglas and 
Royal Ruby teams finished in that order. There were no protests, argu- 
ments, or other unpleasantness, and the event was voted a 100% 
SUCCESS. 

Beach races later in the year attracted good entries. An 8-mile solo 
was won by G. Moffatt (Triumph) by a mere half-a-wheel from Frank 
Thomas (B.S.A.), with Fred Haworth (Triumph) third. G. B. Brown 
(Triumph) made fastest time. In the 16-mile sidecar race, Frank Thomas 
turned the tables on his rival, Moffatt, while Brown took third place. 
For a welcome change, the beach was in good order and there was 
very little wind. 

All in all, 1915 was a very successful year. The club was not rest- 
ing on its laurels, however. Next year was to see the launching of an 
ambitious project which was to be a milestone in the history of South 
Island motorcycle racing. 

1916 saw preparations being made to run the largest and most 
ambitious event which the club had so far attempted—a bid to intro- 
duce mile grass track racing to the South Island. This form of racing 
had been drawing big gates all over the North Island for several years, 
and northern horse-racing and trotting clubs had always co-operated 
with the motorcycling organizations by permitting the latter to use the 
racecourses. Christchurch motorcyclists and the general public only 
knew by hearsay of the thrills of the mile grass tracks and the dare- 
devil performances of the northern cracks, Coleman, Mangham, Craw- 
ley, Dawber, Jones, Osgood and a score of others, and those guiding 
the destinies of the “Pioneer” at that period rightly assumed that the 
Christchurch public would turn out in force to see local riders battling 
the northern stars. The problem of a suitable course was solved when 
the Canterbury Park Trotting Club agreed to the use of their one 
mile course at Sockburn (a track, incidentally, which long ago vanished 


6 


when the adjacent Wigram R.N.Z.A.F. station took over the site as part 
of an expansion programme). All proceeds from the meeting were to 
be donated to the war funds, and the event was billed as the GRAND 
PATRIOTIC MOTOR CARNIVAL. One hitch arose, however, which 
threatened to hold up what seemed destined to be the most exciting 
day’s sport which Christchurch had seen for many a day. This was a 
disinclination by the northern riders to compete at Christchurch due to 
arguments regarding, among other matters, the amateur status of 
Pioneer Club riders. However, all points were amicably settled, due 
largely to the good offices of Pioneer’s energetic secretary, Phil Harman, 
who made a trip north and gave the wavering northerners what he 
termed “а straight-from-the-shoulder talk." Entries came in thick and 
fast and it seemed that only good weather was needed to make the ven- 
ture a success. And the required fine day was duly forthcoming. Even 
well before mid-day on February 19, 1916, all roads seemed to lead to 
Canterbury Park. The Christchurch Tramway Board must have shown 
a profit on that day. The writer can well recall seeing dozens of special 
trams on Riccarton Road, all Sockburn-bound and crowded with pas- 
sengers, while cyclists, motorcyclists, car drivers with full loads of pas- 
sengers, and even the humble pedestrian, added to the throngs heading 
for Canterbury Park, where the turnstiles were clicking merrily. 


To say that the public lapped up the spectacle would be an under- 
statement. Long before the first even the grandstands and enclosures 
were thronged, and when competitors made practice laps for last- 
minute adjustments the crowd watched spellbound as riders roared 
down the straight and into the corners in close company. When things 
started in earnest, the crowd got its moneys-worth. Space precludes 
us from giving complete results in detail, but every race—even the con- 
solation event at the conclusion of the day—was thrillingly contested, 
and many times the crowd in the grandstands rose to its feet as one 
man at some particularly exciting tussle. Three championship events 
were on the programme—the “heavyweight” or 1000 c.c. event, the 
“middleweight” or 600 c.c. machines, and the “lightweight” for three- 
fifties, this latter race being won by northerner D. Edmonds on his little 
V-twin Royal Ruby-J.A.P. The 500 с.с. event produced scenes of wild 
enthusiasm when the amazing Christchurch rider, Alan Woodman, 
defeated the Palmerston North star Rube Jones in a thrilling tussle. 
Woodman rode a Triumph while Jones was Rudge mounted. No 
one who has seen Woodman in action on the “grass” will forget his 
phenomenal riding, handicapped as he was with the loss of a leg, the 
result of an accident in the LO.M. in 1910. Woodman, incidentally, 
had been originally scheduled to ride a Norton—the first “Brooklands 
Racing Special" model of this make to make its appearance in Christ- 
church—but met piston trouble in practice and had to look elsewhere 
for a mount, finally using a Triumph. The “piece de resistance" of 
the day was (or should have been) the heavyweight championship, but 
it was not as exciting as anticipated, due to the defending champion, 
Percy Coleman, meeting engine trouble with his big-valve Excelsior. 
Roy Crawley, also Ex.-mounted, won fairly comfortably from Jim 
Dawber riding an Indian 8-valve. Dawber, who for some reasons, 
had had a consistent run of successes on light machines, did not appear 
wholly at home at his first appearance on a big machine. Several 
handicap events were also on the programme, and one which captured 
the public's fancy was the Ladies' Bracelet, a four-lap race for women. 
Douglases were the popular mounts for this event, which was won by 
Miss F. M. Beck, of Timaru, from the scratch mark at a pace which 
none of the male competitors that day would have been ashamed of. 
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And at the end of the day, after the dust had finally settled and the 
thrill-surfeited spectators began to wend their way homeward, the ques- 
tion on most lips was “How soon are they having another one?” Pioneer 
officials were jubilant at the success of the day, and when, after every- 
thing had been “totted up,” the club was able to present the Mayor with 
a cheque for nearly £365 for the Canterbury Patriotic Fund, the hard- 
working organisers sat back with the feeling of a good job well done. 
In addition, the reputation of the not-so-long-established club was 
vastly enhanced with competitors, public, and the City Fathers. 


Looking back on 1916, we get the impression that the two-year-old 
‘club really got into its strides in that year. In addition to the big 
grass track meeting which we have described, numerous other events 
were successfully run. Nor were the interests of motorcyclists as a whole 
overlooked. The ban on pillion-riding by the City Council was tackled 
by the club, and when a letter to the council requesting that the by-law 
be rescinded brought no results, a deputation from the club waited on 
the by-laws committee. Even though the reception it got wasn’t en- 
couraging, it was at least the thin end of the wedge, and eventually, 
pillion-riding was legalised, due largely to "Pioneer's" efforts. 


Three beach race meetings held late in the year were well sup- 
ported. А 40-mile open handicap was won by Ron Kennett, who also 
annexed fastest time, 39 min. 53 sec. Kennett will be remembered as 
a star performer for many years and was probably one of the most 
outstanding private owners in club competitions on his Harley-David- 
son. А fortnight after this another very successful meeting was held, 
the most successful competitors being Fred Haworth (B.S.A.), who won 
the 30-mile sidecar event, and W. H. (Billy) Jones, first and fastest 
time in the 30-mile solo race, riding a Harley-Davidson. Jones also 
secured fastest time and second place in a fifty-mile race held on 
December 2, the last beach event of the 1916 season, the winner being 
Fred Haworth (В.5.А.). 


Two novel and well-supported events in 1916 were a combined 
single реаг and fuel consumption test, and a speed-judging competi- 
tion. In the former event competitors had to nominate what gear they 
wished to use on the journey. Gear changes and fuel tanks were sealed 
before the start. Pushing or foot-slogging was counted as a stop and 
marks were deducted accordingly, also competitors arriving at the finish 
with seals broken were disqualified. Tommy Tyson, one of the club's 
most popular private-owner competition riders for some years, took 
first place on his Henderson, geared 44 to 1, second place going to 
"Smiler" Smith, also riding a Henderson. Many competitors found that 
being limited to top gear only was distinctly embarrassing on Gebbie's 
Pass and other hilly parts of the course, and several found it necessary 
to break the seals to avoid stalling. 


The speed-judging contest was held on Mt. Pleasant and com- 
petitors were given 14 minutes to complete the course, watches, speedo- 
meters, etc., being sealed. J. Robson, with an error of only 8 sec., was 
the winner, closely followed by Bert Brown with 11 seconds over 
schedule. 


October 16 saw a large crowd turn out for the opening run at that 
favourite venue, Waihora Park, Motukarara, and a very full after- 
noon of sports, both motor and "pedestrian," made a most enjoyable 
day. 














No reference to motorcycling events in 1916 would be complete 
without describing Ernie Hinds’ remarkable Picton-to-Bluff record, which 
ranks as one of the most remarkabie feats of endurance, both human 
and mechanical, in the annals of New Zealand motorcycling. Although 
not organised by the Pioneer Club, Hinds’ record was made under the 
official observation of Phil Harman, the club’s popular secretary, who 
gamely occupied the sidecar of Hinds’ Indian outfit—or, we should 
say, the side "chair," for the flimsy wicker contraption was in truth no 
more than a chair mounted on the sidecar chassis. In this the unfor- 
tunate passenger huddled, exposed to the elements and with по pro- 
tection from dust, flying stones and other hazards except a canvas 
cover under which he crouched. Yes, the sidecar passengers in stunts 
of this kind were a stout-hearted breed! Hinds drove his 1916 Indian 
Powerplus outfit from Picton to Bluff in 314 hours of day and night 
travel, without stopping except to pick up fuel and oil. It is necessary to 
realize what the roads were like at this time to appreciate Hinds' per- 
formance. On the Picton-Christchurch stretch alone there were unbridged 
rivers to be forded, innumerable water-races, and the ever-present 
shingle. It was a remarkable performance, and even Hinds’ trade rivals 
did not grudge the kudos which he, his passenger, and the machine 
garnered as a result of the stunt. 


1917 club activities got away to a good start with a 100-miles beach 
race on January 13, which drew eleven entries and attracted a very 
large crowd. A strong wind made conditions unpleasant, and much sea- 
weed had to be cleared off the course before it was safe enough to 
race on. Eric Hinds gave his new Indian 8-valve its baptism of fire by 
winning the race from the scratch mark in the creditable time of 97 
min. 16 secs., with C. Bonnington (Triumph) in second place from the 
10 min. mark. “Billy” Jones (Harley-Davidson) off the scratch mark 
with Hinds, finished third. The winner also made fastest time. 


The tremendous success of the previous year’s grass track meeting 
at Canterbury Park, in aid of the war funds, had made another such 
event almost a foregone conclusion, and even before January had 
vanished from the calendar preparations were in train for an even big- 
ger and better speed feast. Saturday, February 17, was fixed as the 
date, and that day found all attendance records for a motorcycle race 
meeting broken. It was. obvious early in the day that the attendance 
would far exceed that of 1916, and, in fact, there were actually double 
the number of spectators than at the previous year’s well-attended event. 
The weather was perfect, the fields were large, the racing exciting, and 
Christchurch riders battled valiantly with the Northern cracks to the 
cheers of the crowd. The three championship events, 350, 600, and 1000 
c.c., were again the main events on the programme, but the various 
handicap events provided the closest and most exciting finishes. Rube 
Jones won the lightweight championship on his speedy little o.h.v. V- 
twin N.U.T. after being pressed hard by Jim Dawber (Douglas), while 
P. Foden from Timaru scored third place to keep the South a little on 
the map. The middleweight event, for machines up to 600 c.c., saw the 
one-legged Christchurch star, Alan Woodman, repeat his previous year’s 
vistory, to the terrific applause of the crowd. Woodman rode a 550 c.c. 
B.S.A. tuned by Fred Haworth, and although Jim Dawber on his Indian 
single pushed him every yard of the journey, Woodman gained a tre- 
mendously popular win in 9 min. 54 secs, Ernie Hinds on a B.S.A. 
finishing third. These three riders lapped all the other contestants. 
The heavyweight class promised, as usual, to be a no-holds-barred battle 
between those arch-rivals Mangham and Coleman, with Roy Crawley, 
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the defending champion, ready to pounce if his rivals ran each other 
into the ground. Actually the race was somewhat of a procession, though 
Coleman’s terrific attempts to head off Mangham brought the crowd to 
its feet on several occasions. But in addition to finding Mangham at 
the top of his form (he had won the heavyweight handicap earlier in 
the day) Coleman’s Indian 8-valve suffered a persistent misfire (later 
found to be caused by a cracked cylinder head), which just took the 
edge off its usual sensational performance. Mangham rode an excel- 
lent race on his Harley-Davidson and in addition to winning also re- 
corded the fastest lap in 55 1/5 sec. Crawley (Excelsior) was third. 
Perhaps the most exciting duels of the day occurred in the 8-mile open 
handicap, which due to the number of entries was divided into two 
heats and a final. In the first heat the crowd yelled itself hoarse at a 
terrific duel between Mangham and Ernie Hinds of Christchurch. Ernie 
had not seemed to be able to get his Indian rambling at all well in 
the heavyweight championship, but in this race he appeared to have 
shaken the ailments out of its system. With 10 sec. start of Mangham, 
Hinds staved off the Harley crack until Mangham passed him with 
only a furlong to go, but with a last-second burst of speed Hinds 
passed Mangham almost on the finishing line. In winning this race 
Hinds averaged 53 secs. per lap, the fastest average of the meeting, 
and he received a rousing ovation from the crowd. More cheers made 
the welkin ring when Alan Woodman won the second heat and regis- 
tered another first place for the South Island. The final saw the crowd 
tense with anticipation of another duel between Hinds and Mangham, 
but the latter seemed unable to reproduce his form of the earlier events, 
and Hinds won fairly comfortably from S. Mason (Dannevirke) and 
Woodman, whose third place gave the southerners two placings in this 
event. The inter-Island teams relay race, always a popular event with 
the crowd, went to the northern team as in the previous year. The 
Ladies’ Bracelet, of four miles, was won by Miss E. Hinds riding a 2- 
stroke Indian from the limit mark, second place going to the previous 
year’s winner, Timaru’s Miss F. M. Beck, who put in a valiant effort 
from the scratch mark on her extremely potent Douglas. Thus ended 
the second “grand patriotic motor carnival,’ which realised a sum 
greatly in excess of the previous year’s very fine effort, and the club 
had every reason to be proud. The “mile grass” had also been firmly 
established in public approval, and a similar event seemed assured for 
the next year. 


On April 28, a combined sidecar trial and economy test, over a 
course including Gebbie’s Pass, Teddington, Tai Tapu and vicinity, 
brought a good entry, nearly all managing to check in non-stop. The 
special formula to determine the winner of the petrol consumption test 
side of the trial was based on several factors, and Ernie Hinds scored a 
very convincing win in both classes, his success being all the more credit- 
able by the fact that his Indian pulled a double-seater sidecar with two 
passengers. Ron Kennett and “Billy” Jones, both Harley mounted, filled 
second and third places. Perhaps the unluckiest competitor was Tommy 
Tyson, who returned a remarkable figure in the economy run but was 
unlucky enough to break a control cable, ruining his “reliability” 
chances. Tommy had established quite a reputation for remarkable 
fuel consumption figures with his Henderson in various events—in fact, 
one disgruntled rival was once heard to remark that Tommy probably 
carried a secret fuel tank in his waistcoat, which was alleged to have 
been specially made for the stowage of petrol. Actually, Tommy’s 
successes were due solely to his patient and painstaking experiments in 
carburettor tuning, etc. 
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The always-popular beach events drew good entries on May 12. 
Ron Kennett and "Billy" Jones finished first and second in a 16-mile 
open handicap, after which flying mile trials were held. In the twin 
class, Ernie Hinds returned 43 4/5 sec., which gave him F.T.D., while 
Harold Jones was a mere 2/5 sec. behind in second place. The single- 
cylinder cla% saw G. Moffatt (Triumph) and Fred Haworth (B.S.A.) 
tie with the very creditable time of 52 4/5 sec. 


Last beach races of the 1917 season, held October 6, saw three 
events on the card, and as usual there were no lack of entries. An 8- 
mile sidecar handicap for private owners was won by George Lambert 
(Indian) with H. Ferguson (H-D) second, and Ron Kennett (H-D) third 
from the scratch mark. (This, by the way, is the first instance we can 
find in our records of Lambert starting in a beach race. In years to 
come, George was to establish an enviable reputation in beach racing 
and his Daytona Indian was almost invincible in championship events.) 
A 24-mile open handicap was a clean sweep for the one-lunger ex- 
ponents, Fred Haworth, Bert Brown, and Gordon Moffatt, Fred as 
usual riding his favourite B.S.A. and Brown and Moffatt riding 
Triumphs. Ferguson spilled in this race but his injuries were not serious. 
The last race, an 8-mile maiden solo handicap, saw S. Lennie score a 
convincing win on his Henderson, with Lee (B.S.A.) second and Denton 
(James) third. 


The 1917 season ended with one of the most strenuous sidecar 
reliability trials which the club had organized to date. A large entry 
left Christchurch on December 15 for Akaroa via a circuitous Banks 
Peninsula course. However, conditions were good, and the majority of 
competitors arrived at Akaroa without serious trouble. However, by 
the morning of the 17th, when the riders lined up for the start of the 
return trip, over an even more severe route, conditions had changed 
completely, and competitors viewed their prospects with, to say the 
least, very little complacency. Heavy rain the previous day had made 
many sections of the course greasy and treacherous (in those days Banks 
Peninsula roads, with the exception of the main Little River-Akaroa 
highway, were largely clay and grass, with shingle dumped on some 
of the more sticky places) and competitors were soon in trouble as 
rear wheels lost traction and spun madly on the greasy surfaces. Hopes 
of non-stop runs vanished into thin air as sweating riders and passengers 
heaved and manhandled machines over patches of "frightfuless," while 
others finally accepted the inevitable and tackled the filthy job of fit- 
ting tyre chains to wheels almost solid with yellow clay. When the 
wet, weary, and mud-caked competitors (those who had not been 
forced to retire) finally checked in to Christchurch late that day, only 
one man was able to report a non-stop run, testified to by the official 
club observer who was his sidecar passenger. This was Harry Jennings, 
riding a 5 h.p. Indian with a light cane sidecar. Jennings’ performance 
was remarkable, and he looked like a certain winner. Unfortunately, he 
had had trouble in starting his machine at Akaroa and had exceeded his 
starting allowance by more than two minutes—an unlucky happening 
which cost him first place by the margin of one point. Fred Haworth 
was declared the winner and his ride was a most meritorious one, even 
though he had been forced to stop with wheelspin once. He rode a 
550 c.c. B.S.A. outfit. Jennings filled second place, George Lambert 
(Indian) third, Ernie Hinds (Indian) fourth, and Frank Sprosen, a pri- 
vate owner, made a most creditable showing by finishing in fifth place 
with his B.S.A. All machines had sidecars fitted, the passengers being 
official observers supplied by the club. 
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1918 started with a bang—in the shape of another motor carnival 
at Canterbury Park, a real sizzler which broke all previous records, 
good as the previous meetings had been. It had been scheduled for 
February 16, but heavy rain on the Friday made the track dangerous, 
and the club was reluctantly forced to put the event forward to the 
23rd. Arrangements were made to meet the expenses of the several 
North Island riders who were in Christchurch to compete, and on the 
23rd all were present. As if to make amends for the previous Saturday’s 
disappointment, the day of the 23rd was perfect. This was undoubtedly 
the greatest event of its type yet staged in New Zealand. All attendance 
records were broken, the crowd being substantially larger than even the 
largest recorded at a trotting meeting on the same course, the racing 
was the best yet witnessed, and excellent handicapping provided some 
of the closest finishes yet seen. As usual the championship events ex- 
cited keen interest. The S.I. Lightweight was won for the first time by 
a Christchurch rider, Fred Haworth, on a part-Triumph, part-homebred 
machine entered under the name of “Scrapheap.” Top half of the engine 
was an o.h.v. job of Fred's own manufacture and the machine out- 
distanced the other entrants in no uncertain fashion, including the fast 
Douglases of Jim Dawber and Foden, the Timaru star, these riders 
finishing second and third. Alan Woodman, the idol of the crowd, re- 
peated his successes of the two previous years by annexing the S.I. 
Middleweight Championship yet again, and he received a terrific ova- 
tion as he crossed the line with a commanding lead over J. Karton 
and J. Dawber, both northerners. Woodman and Karton were both 
B.S. A.-mounted while Dawber rode his Indian single. The Australasian 
Heavyweight Championship of i5 miles brought only three starters— 
Coleman, Crawley, and Mangham-—and they finished in that order. 
Coleman apparently overcame his Christchurch hoodoo and never 
looked like being headed as his 8-valve Indian tore around the track 
without missing a shot, and his time, 13 min. 50 sec., was announced 
as a record. The Heavyweight Handicap, run earlier in the day, was a 
somewhat disastrous event. Steve Whitehead fell at the corner going out 
of the front straight, without injury, but before he could get off the 
track, Ernie Hinds, going into the corner through the dust, collided with 
Whitehead, who suffered a broken leg, while Hinds was badly shaken. 
Coleman was on scratch in this event and at the “go” signal his pushers- 
off heaved manfully to coax his mount into action. Just as the machine 
started, one of the pushers slipped and his coat sleeve (fortunately 
without his arm inside) caught between the rear chain and sprocket and 
the unfortunate pusher was dragged about twenty yards—with disastrous 
results to his coat and also to Coleman's chances. Roy Crawley won this 
event, with Mangham second. In the always-popular teams relay races, 
North v. South, South Island notched its first win. The two previous 
years had been walkovers for the northerners in this event and a south- 
ern win was popular with the crowd. Alan Woodman scored still an- 
other first when he won the up to 600 c.c. handicap, and he also finished 
second in the 8-mile open handicap, which was won by Cecil Bonning- 
ton, the popular local private owner, on his Triumph. A popular fea- 
ture of former years, the Ladies’ Bracelet, was not run, rather to the 
disappointment of the crowd, this event having been dropped from the 
1918 programme on the grounds of unfavourable publicity in the event 
of an accident to a woman competitor. Certainly in previous years the 
girls had put up a show which equalled the efforts of many of the male 
competitors, Miss F. M. Beck, of Timaru, in particular, making some 
really fast laps on her Douglas. However, perhaps the decision of the 
officials was a wise one. Ali in all, the 1918 Patriotic Motor Carnival 
was a resounding success which put all previous efforts in the shade. 
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Particularly noteworthy, as we have mentioned, was the fact that for 
the first time in either north or south, the attendance at a motorcycle 
race meeting had eclipsed that at a horserace meeting. 


One novel event held in the 1918 season was a fast-and-slow hill- 
climb for sidecar outfits. The "fast" course was from the School for the 
Deaf, on the flat at the foot of Evans’ Pass, to the top of the Pass, and 
the "slow" section was up the notorious “Zig-zag? on the Lyttelton 
side. The “Zig-zag? is unknown to to-day's motorists, and very little 
trace of it remains, but as its name implies, it was an extremely winding 
road abounding in hairpin bends, and the gradient was severe. (Ihe 
"Zig-zag," incidentally, was unused after the completion of the present 
Lyttelton-Evans’ Pass highway.) Fred Haworth was the winner of this 
event, with the greatest variation between his fast and slow climbs. The 
wily Fred had geared his B.S.A. outfit so low that he made his fast run 
to the top of the Pass in high gear, clocking quite fast time, though 
naturally not as fast as the big twins. But it was in the slow section that 
Fred scored—his super-low gear (rumoured to be about 32 to 1 in bot- 
tom gear) enabled him to crawl up the "Zig-zag" like an arthritic snail 
—in fact, some officials were wondering if they'd be late home for tea. 
Harold Jones on his Harley outfit returned the second greatest time vari- 
ation, and in third place was that consistent private-owner competitor 
Frank Sprosen with his B.S.A. outfit. 


Although the Great War ended in 1918, this year saw another 
world-wide calamity in the terrible influenza epidemic, which spread 
to this country and raged for several months while the harassed health 
authorities worked frantically to curb the dread malady which in some 
cases decimated whole families. Pioneer members offered their services, 
and owners of sidecar outfits stood on call twenty-four hours a day to 
speedily transport hard-worked district nurses to cases in all parts of 
the city and suburbs. Few who took part in these errands of mercy will 
have forgotten this grim chapter in New Zealand history. The sidecar 
outfit demonstrated its usefulness as a handy and highly mobile vehicle. 
Club members received the thanks of the authorities for their services, 
and, incidentally, no small amount of goodwill from the public. 


The epidemic affected club events, in common with all other types 
of sport, for several months, and it was not until towards the end of 
the year that things got back to normal. On October 13 the annual 
Opening Run to Motukarara brought out a large crowd which was as 
in previous years swelled by the arrival of the Ashburton Motorcycle 
Club contingent. At about this period, the Pioneer Club was consider- 
ing the feasibility of running a grass track meeting on Motukarara Race- 
course, and it was proposed to approach the Banks Peninsula Racing 
Club with a deputation for permission to use the course. The meeting 
did not materialise, however, as some doubts were expressed as to 
whether a reasonable attendance could be expected at a track 17 miles 
from the city. 


The 1918 season wound up with a well-patronised beach meeting, 
three events being run on a very wet beach, while a strong south-easter- 
ly wind made conditions unpleasant. Tommy Tyson made his beach 
debut in winning the 8-mile novice event on his Henderson. The 8-mile 
open solo was won by H. W. White (Harley-Davidson) while the big event 
of the afternoon, the 48-mile open solo handicap, went to Ron Kennett 
on his Harley-Davidson. Gordon Moffat, forsaking his Triumph for an 
Excelsior on this occasion, came in second. 
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The first weeks of 1919 saw preparations being made to hold an- 
other Canterbury Park grass track meeting on February 15, the fourth 
since the club’s 1916 venture to introduce the sport to the south. The 
war had ended in 1918 and the three meetings which the club had con- 
ducted up to then for patriotic purposes had been the means of swell- 
ing the local Red Cross and other patriotic funds by some thousands of 
pounds. It was natural, therefore, that the club proposed to apply the 
proceeds of the 1919 event to its own funds. And finances must have 
benefited to no small extent as a result, for the public turned out to the 
1919 meeting in numbers scarcely fewer than the previous year’s record- 
breaking attendance. Entries from both North and South were on a par 
with previous years, the only notable absentee being Alan Woodman, 
yet the meeting did not go with quite the verve of previous years. 
Handicapping at the 1916-17-18 events had been excellent, resulting in 
many close finishes, but this was not the case at this fourth Canterbury 
Park meeting, and the handicap races were “processions” in most cases. 
The handicapper also seemed to regard the N.I. riders as supermen, 
putting them so far back that they obviously would have had to lap at 
impossible speeds to gain places. With the exception of the Australasian 
Heavyweight Championship, not one northerner won a race, and only 
two or three even filled the minor placings. Nevertheless, two novelty 
events proved very popular and lifted the meeting out of the rut to some 
extent, one being a 5-mile motorcycle v. aeroplane race, in which Roy 
Crawley (H-D) was matched against L. Mercer flying a Caudron biplane. 
Although some doubt had been expressed as to the pilot’s ability to 
exactly follow the contour of the track and “make a race of it,” in 
the entire five laps Mercer kept his plane perfectly in position only a 
couple of hundred feet above the track, and after a really exciting 
tussle, Crawley got the verdict by a mere 50 yards. The other event, 
which, although it did not come into the category of motorcycle racing, 
aroused much interest on account of the quite respectable sum involved 
and also because the rivalry between the two contestants was well known 
to the public, was an acceleration race over a 300 yard course, for 
£100 a side, between P. R. Climie driving a Buick and that colourful 
character “Joe” Hamlet, who had challenged all comers to a contest 
of this type against his Mitchell Six. Many old-timers will remember 
“Joe,” who livened up the motor trade considerably about this period 
with regular challenges to all and sundry and who had an all-abiding 
faith in the Hamlet-Mitchell combination. However, on this occasion 
he came off second-best, Climie bringing his Buick home by a clear five 
yards in the first bout and winning by even more in the second. The 
Australasian Heavyweight Championship brought out six starters, and 
the title-holder, Coleman, retired with engine trouble in the second lap, 
and Roy Crawley and Len Mangham had a ding-dong tussle for first 
place, the verdict finally going to Crawley, who, it may be remembered, 
won the title in 1916 also. Neville Soutar from Cambridge finished 
third. All three rode Harley-Davidsons. The S.I. Middleweight Cham- 
pionship was taken by Fred Haworth riding his Triumph hybrid, a 
homebrew o.h.v. 350 c.c. with a turn of speed which the 500 and 600 
c.c. machines couldn’t match. Unluckiest competitor was Jim Dawber, 
who had cracked the cylinder head of his four-valve Indian earlier in 
the day, but nevertheless passed Haworth in the eighth lap, only to 
lose his tank cap and temporarily blind himself with splashing fuel. He 
finally managed to finish third behind Moffatt (B.S.A.). Haworth also 
had two other wins—in the Lightweight Handicap and in the Open 
Handicap. A sidecar race, run the reverse way of the course, was won 
by Harold Jones, with Ron Kennett in second place. 
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The club came in for considerable criticism for the poor handi- 
capping and the meagre prize money, and it was also alleged that the 
admission charges were exorbitant. The Wellington motor and motor- 
cycle journal, “Wheeling,” prophesied that another meeting on the 
same lines would receive no further North Island entries. It is doubt- 
ful whether much of the criticism was really warranted, though the 
prize money was certainly reduced compared with previous years. Any- 
way, it was a pity to have what turned out to be the last big event of its 
kind in Christchurch for some years end on a rather sour note. No 
doubt, had another meeting been held the next year, every effort would 
have been made to remedy any real or fancied causes for complaint, as 
there was no doubt that the well-known Northern riders were the draw- 
ing cards and that local riders alone would not attract the public. As 
it happened, however, the curtain was dropping on the Canterbury Park 
meetings, after four of the most successful events in grass track racing 
history, for the club was the recipient of a bombshell from the Canter- 
bury Park Trotting Club to the effect that no further permission to use 
the course would be forthcoming, as the Grounds Committee had re- 
ported that the motorcycles were severely damaging the course. Opinion 
in motorcycling circles was that a few reactionaries in the Trotting Club 
were annoyed at the large attendances at the motorcycle races and had 
been instrumental in bringing about the ban, but the Pioneer had no 
choice but to accept the edict and hope that it was but temporary. How- 
ever, it was four years before the trotting nabobs relented, and the 
course once more echoed to the crackle of open exhausts, but which, 
alas! was definitely the last time that motorcycles were seen on the 
famous old course, which itself was soon to be no more. We will deal 
with the 1923 Canterbury Park meeting in due course. 

One very popular innovation in the 1919 season was a series of 
lectures in the club rooms by well-known local riders. These monthly 
talks on various aspects of the sport were exceptionally well attended. 
Among those who gave talks were Frank Thomas, Ernie Hinds, “Billy” 
Jones, Fred Haworth and several others. 

The annual major reliability trial was held on June 3, being con- 
fined to sidecar outfits only on this occasion, and a large entry lined 
up outside the club rooms for the 7 o’clock start, the first portion of the 
run being to Akaroa via Sumner, the “Zig-zag,” Lyttelton, Teddington, 
Gebbie’s Pass and Little River. Conditions were good and the morning’s 
run gave competitors little trouble, the only unfortunate being C. H. 
Moir, whose outfit slid over the bank at Teddington, fortunately with- 
out serious results to driver or observer. The return trip, however, test- 
ed the drivers’ mettle, being via the Long Bay road and around the 
Eastern bays to the Hilltop, and from there to Christchurch by the 
morning’s route. Recent rains made the going very heavy, and snow 
was still lying on many parts of the road, and most competitors suf- 
fered from wheelspin. Of the entire entry only four made non-stop 
runs. The single-cylinder machines found the going very tough indeed 
and only one finished the trial. The winner, who was awarded the “Big 
Tree" Cup, was О. С. Moffatt, who drove an Excelsior outfit with Fred 
Davies as passenger. Frank Thomas finished in second place with his 
Harley-Davidson. The trial judge, Mr Cecil Bonnington, remarked in 
his report upon the excellent performances of these two competitors, 
and also commented upon the remarkable cleanliness of the engines 
after many miles hard slogging in low gear. Third man was George Lam- 
bert, who also made a good run, but lost marks for the condition of 
his machine. This trial proved so successful that it was decided to hold 
another, over approximately the same course, later in the year, for both 
solo and sidecar machines. 
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This event took place on December 16 and brought out a bumper 
entry in both classes. The course was longer than that of the previous 
event, and although most of the route covered had been incorporated 
in the previous trial, several stiffer sections were added, bringing the 
total distance covered to nearly 190 miles. As before, the competitors 
finished the morning’s run at Akaroa and left for home after the lunch 
interval. Most riders covered the morning route without trouble, but 
the stiffer afternoon run took its toll, and only twelve competitors 
arrived at Christchurch within the time limit, and of these, only six 
achieved non-stop runs. No serious casualties were reported. Two solo- 
ists suffered minor spills, and casualties among the passenger machines 
included Jack Lee’s Excelsior outfit, which lost its brakes going down 
into Little Akaloa, fortunately being checked when it hit a tree and 
catapulted Lee and his passenger, Frank Sprosen, on to the bank, with- 
out serious injury. In this event the wet and greasy conditions encoun- 
tered in the previous trial were absent, but the very hot weather was per- 
haps harder on engines as the machines slogged up the long steep 
grades. The judge, Mr W. H. Benson, when announcing the results, 
remarked that the trial indicated that the modern motorcycle was equal 
to almost any test, and also commented upon the remarkable cleanli- 
ness of the engines, most being free from oil leakages. Sidecar class 
winner was Ron Kennett, the well-known private owner competition 
rider, who as usual rode a Harley-Davidson. In second place came 
George Lambert who (also as usual) was Indian-mounted. In third 
place was popular "Billy" Jones (Harley-Davidson), who looked like 
a potential winner until he unfortunately took a wrong road and was 
forced to stop to turn round on the narrow grass track, thus earning a 
penalty. He was the only sidecar competitor to gain maximum points 
for his machine's mechanical condition, and but for his stop would un- 
doubtedly have won the sidecar class. Solo class winner was Frank 
Thomas, who turned in a perfect performance, being the only com- 
petitor in the trial to lose no points. Thomas rode a Harley-Davidson. 


Two beach meetings were organised before the end of the year and 
attracted. а really bumper entry. Three events were run on November 
13—a 16-mile sidecar handicap, won by Fred Haworth (Harley-David- 
son) with Frank Thomas (F.V.T.) second and A. J. Nicoll (Harley- 
Davidson) third. Thomas’ F.V.T., incidentally, was ап interesting 
machine of his own construction, incorporating a steel-cylindered engine 
of his own design with three vertical overhead valves, with an excellent 
turn of speed. Two 8-mile solo races were also run off, both result- 
ing in wins for Ron Kennett (Harley-Davidson) off the scratch mark. 
Kennett scored again a fortnight later when a 100-mile race was run, 
George Lambert being second and Moffatt (Excelsior) third. An 8-mile 
handicap on the same day was won by A. W. Johnson (Harley-David- 
son). The beach deteriorated badly during the running of the 100-mile 
and a strong southerly wind slowed times somewhat. 


1920 will be remembered as the year of the Prince of Wales’ tour 
of New Zealand. The battle-cruiser Renown, which brought the Prince 
and his entourage, visited the main ports and entertainments were orga- 
nised for the ship’s officers and crew. The Pioneer Club had intended 
to stage another Canterbury Park motor carnival for the visitors, but 
were unable to owing to the Trotting Club refusing permission to use 
the course. In place of a track meeting, a giant picnic at Motukarara 
racecourse was organised. Hundreds of the Renown’s crew members 
were transported from the city in sidecar outfits. Probably the number 
of these vehicles in evidence that day was a record, and many cars 
also carried loads of bluejackets, who obviously enjoyed the outing 
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immensely. In the afternoon, sidecar races, with sailor passengers, were 
held on the racecourse. Several races were run, and competition among 
the guests for the role of passengers was fierce indeed. A member of 
the ship’s crew, in a letter to the writer some months after the Royal 
party had left these shores, said that the ship’s company had unanimous- 
ly voted the Motukarara picnic, and especially the races, to be the high- 
light of the cruise. 


At about this time considerable discussion arose regarding the 
status of private owners, mainly concerning their entries in racing events 
and the type of machines used. It was proposed that private owners be 
confined to racing only on machines actually owned by the entrants, 
and that their mounts must also be absolutely standard catalogued 
models. It was also proposed that machines be examined by mechanics 
appointed by the club to enforce this ruling. However, this rather sweep- 
ing proposal received very mixed support, as it was felt that it would 
have a detrimental effect upon entries, and the perennial question of 
what exactly constituted a standard machine was no nearer being 
solved then than it ever had been. As had always been the case wherever 
motorcycle competition flourished, any promising private owner prob- 
ably received a little help “оп the side" from the agent who sold him his 
machine, and little could be done about the practice. 


The first half of the 1920 season opened with a beach meeting on 
February 7. А 4-mile handicap for private owners saw George Hen- 
derson (Harley-Davidson) finish first from off scratch. An 8-mile open 
event to Fred Haworth on a Harley-Davidson also from the scratch 
mark. Len Poore (Excelsior) was second and Alex Smith (Indian) third. 
A 4-mile open saw Poore just manage to stay ahead of Haworth to 
run into first spot. 


Another beach meeting was run off on March 27. One event was 
somewhat of an innovation, being a 20-mile open championship which 
was won by Alan Moreland on an Excelsior. In second place, beating 
all larger machines except Moreland's, was Frank Thomas riding his 
speedy “home brew" F.V.T. special. In a 16-mile open handicap, 
Thomas brought the F.V.T. home in first place, second and third going 
to Fred Haworth and Alex Smith. 


The opening run to Motukarara this year was even better patron- 
ised than the previous year, and on the 16th of the same month 
(October) another beach meeting was run off. A 4-mile "private owners 
only" handicap was won by G. L. Porter, with H. M. Jarden in second 
place, both riding Harley-Davidsons. A 20-mile open handicap saw 
George Lambert and his Indian take first place, with E. Batchelor, 
(Triumph) second and Alan Morland (Indian) third. A sealed handicap, 
with post entry, was won by Frank Thomas on his F.V.T., with 
Morland and Batchelor in the other two places. The season wound 
up with another beach meeting on December 18, at which 16-mile and 
48-mile events were run, both being open handicap races. Ron Kennett 
added another win to his list in the former, with Lambert second and 
Thomas third. However, the 48-miler accounted for the retirement of 
the entire entry, the only finishers being the winner, Lambert, and 
Thomas in second place. 


Thus ended the club's fifth year, which found it firmly established 
with an enthusiastic and growing membership, bumper entries for the 
events it promoted, and a keen and efficient committee to look after 
its interests. The future looked bright, as indeed it turned out to be. 


17 





The 1921 fixture list was an imposing опе, and we shall touch on 
only the major events. The ball was set rolling on February 19 with 
a sidecar trial around the hills, and though the course was only a 
short one a number of competitors struck minor troubles which upset 
time schedules. Les Williams (Indian) was highest-point man in this 
event. The next month brought a championshiv beach meeting for 
sidecars only, in two classes—up to 750 c.c., which saw a duel between 
the business partners, Frank Thomas and Fred Haworth, the latter 
finishing a mere shade ahead of Thomas, who as usual was riding his 
speedy F.V.T. special. Fred and Frank both seemed to favour “local 
industry"—as we mentioned previously, the F.V.T. was of Thomas' own 
build, while Fred Haworth's mount was down in the entry list as an 
H.-T.—which, if we remember correctly, had one cylinder from an 8- 
valve Harley-Davidson mounted on a B.S.A. crankcase. However, we 
could be wrong regarding this—but whatever its makeup, the H.-T. had 
a useful turn of speed. The up-to-1000 c.c. title went to Ron Kennett, 
who about this period was a very hard man indeed to beat in scratch 
events, with his deadly rival, George Lambert, in second place. The 
other two starters, Hinds and Nicoll, did not finish. The veteran Ernie 
Hinds got a big hand from the crowd when he wheeled his battered 
and venerable 8-valve to the starting line, with the dents and scars of 
five years hard racing very much in evidence on what was left of its 
red enamel. In the last race, a 10-mile handicap event, the handicappers 
set Lambert off on a 15 sec. start of Kennett, with a view to making 
an interesting finish, but Kennett passed his rival with a mile to go, 
and finished a comfortable winner. 


During the last three months of 1921 there seemed “something 
doing all the time". In addition to a bigger-than-ever opening run on 
October 16, no fewer than three beach meetings were run before the 
end of the year. That of October 8 was a Harley-Davidson benefit, the 
winners of each of three events being H-D mounted. Frank Thomas, 
forsaking his F.V.T. for once, won both 16 and 24 mile races, and 
Arthur Nicoll, a private owner from Ashburton, won the 4-mile “Р.О.” 
race in decisive style. Nicoll really got into his stride at the next meet- 
ing, on October 22, and ran away with another private owners event, 
of 8 miles this time, and also accounted for a 12-mile open. Plug 
trouble put Nicoll out of the 48-mile event, in which H. D. Singleton 
secured a popular win. (Remember “Singy” and his side-valve Norton, 
and later his big twin Matchless, also his Ace "four"? If ever there 
was a dyed-in-the-wool motorcycle enthusiast, it was this young English- 
man, at this time a recent arrival on these shores. It was a sad pity 
that an accident ended his competition career and left serious results.) 


On November 19 the club conducted an economy test—and the 
figure returned by the winner caused flutters in dovecotes near and far, 
and provided motorcyclists with a topic of conversation, and a subject 
for argument, which was still going strong weeks afterwards. 356.13 
miles per gallon was the phenomenal figure returned by Charlie Bell 
and his Indian Scout under strict official supervision with fuel container 
officially sealed. There was no question of “did he really do it?"— 
only “HOW did he do it?" Well, if anybody is curious, after all these 
years, we can tell you—but we have no space to do so here. Some 
other quite remarkable performances (without gimmicks) were made in 
this event. Roy Parker turned in a surprising 214 m.p.g. with his 
Triumph, Bill Harrison squeezed 182 m.p.g. from his Powerplus Indian, 
and Roly Small 178 m.p.g. from his Harley. However, there was no 
reason for petrol retailers to get alarmed at these amazing figures—by 
the next day, fuel consumption figures were back to normal! 
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Four days before Christmas, Pioneer’s 1921 season ended with 
another beach meeting—two more sidecar events. A 6-mile went to 
Guy Attwood driving an Excelsior outfit after a tussle with George 
Henderson on his Harley-Davidson. Frank Thomas, also Harley 
mounted, ran into third place from scratch. Henderson managed to 
reverse the changes in the 18-mile event and finished ahead of the Ex. 
man. 


Thus ended 1921—another great year for the club, whose execu- 
tives, even before the year drew to a close, were making preparations 
for even greater doings for 1922. 


The new season started on January 21 with more beach races. An 
8-mile handicap for standard machines was won by Les Monkman (H- 
D) who took a toss which shook him a little but lost no time in 
remounting in time to take first place. A 12-mile open saw Singleton 
take his Norton into first place, chased hard by George Lambert from 
the scratch mark. In the last race, a 24-miler, Lambert couldn't get 
going and Ashburton's Arthur Nicoll rode his Harley into first place. 

For the second major event of the 1962 season, the club staged an 
event which was to become an eagerly-awaited annual fixture for several 
years. Motorcyclists were familiar with American motorcycle hillclimbs 
through seeing them on motion picture newsreels but up to this time 
no events of this kind had been organized in New Zealand, and the 
club determined to give prospective local "slant artists" a chance to 
show what they could do on a grade and surface similar to the famous 
Capistrano climb in California, though on a somewhat smaller scale. 
Considerable search was required before a course of suitable type was 
found, and finally a grade of the type required was located on the 
property of Mr Cracroft Wilson at Cashmere. The event was a resound- 
ing success. Only a few out of a large entry succeeded in going over 
the top, and spills and buckjumping displays were the order of the day. 
In the up to 600 c.c. event George Henderson went over in 37 sec. on 
his flat twin Sport Model Harley, with Frank Thomas (Triumph) second. 
Bert Grenfell, a private owner, took the over 600 c.c. class with a 
climb in 26 3/5 sec., an excellent showing. Harold Piper took second 
place, both riders being H-D mounted. The success of this event, which 
was by way of an experiment on the club’s part, left no doubt that it 
would go down on the list of annual fixtures. 

February 5 saw the 24-mile 1000 c.c. beach championship result in 
a win for George Lambert, with George Henderson second. A 6-mile 
private owners race was won by Cliff Gordon, with E. Cox second, 
both riding Indian Scouts. In the 18-mile open, these two riders again 
finished first and second, though in reverse order. The handicapper 
came in for some criticism (was there ever one who didn’t?) on the 
grounds that the back-markers were put completely out of the running. 
Another meeting was run on February 22, with a record-breaking 
attendance of the public. Les Monkman could not go wrong on this 
day and struck a "double" in winning the 12-mile private owners event 
and the 60-mile open handicap. George Lambert took second place 
from the scratch mark in this race and also recorded fastest time. In 
April, flying mile runs were clocked, but owing to the soft beach, no 
sensational times were recorded, the best being Lambert’s 46 2/5 sec., 
next best being Arthur Nicoll’s 47 2/5 sec. 

A solo and sidecar trial to Akaroa and return by a devious and 
severe course, was held on April 1. In the sidecar class Less Monkman 
continued on his winning way, and in addition to taking highest honours 
in the trial also accounted for the private owners class. Lambert was 
close behind in second place, with Henderson third. The solo class, 
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unfortunately, brought up another of those squabbles which every now 
and then seemed to crop up. The judge, Mr Roy Parker, said in his 
report that “owing to the dispute between the two competitors who 
should have filled the first two places, and owing to the lack of evidence 
substantiating the claims of both parties, I do not feel jusitfied in 
making any award for first and second places.” Bert Grenfell took 
third place on his H-D Sport model and also won the solo private 
owner award. 


Tommy Tyson and his Henderson took first place in a side-car 
petrol consumption test held in May, in which the fantastic (but never- 
theless accurate) figures which caused a sensation in a previous economy 
contest were absent, though some excellent figures were recorded. 
Laurie Halcrow (Excelsior) was second and George Lambert third. 


The 1962 season, one of the most successful to date, ended with 
the annual opening run, which broke all records for attendance, and 
two beach meetings on October 14 and November 25, the former 
event featuring three races. A 4-mile private owner event proved a 
popular win for H. Blomquist riding a Powerplus Indian. A real 
enthusiast who thought nothing of riding from Pigeon Bay to take part 
in club events, Blomquist had previously taken several minor placings 
in beach races on his “ridden-to-work-everyday” Indian Scout, and his 
win on the first occasion of his taking over a larger machine was well 
deserved. Les Monkman was a close second. The 12-mile open was 
taken by Monkman, with Lambert and Frank Thomas dead-heating for 
second. Monkman also took the last event, a 20-mile open, with 
Lambert in very close attendance. 


On November 25, to the disappointment of a large crowd, the 
beach was almost unrideable at the lower end of the course, and it was 
finally decided to shorten the lap to 14 miles, measuring which occupied 
some time. The incoming tide only permitted one race to be run, an 
18-mile event which was won by Lambert, with Monkman second and 
Frank Thomas third. So concluded another remarkably successful year. 


The year 1923 was notable for the revival of the Canterbury Park 
grass track meeting after a lapse of five years, and we will deal with 
this in due course. The actual 1923 season started on January 13 with 
a fuel consumption test for sidecar machines in which George Hender- 
son returned the very good figure of slightly over 125 m.p.g. with his 
Harley-Davidson outfit. The next month saw the second running of 
the “American type” hillclimb at Cashmere, and a large crowd attended 
—probably with the previous year’s “leaps and bounds” in mind, and 
they were not disappointed. The up-to-600 c.c. class went to Charlie 
Bell, who went over the top on his Indian Scout in 23 3/5 sec., George 
Lambert and George Henderson taking the next two places. In the 
over-600 c.c. event, Henderson put his Harley over the top in the fast 
time of 21 seconds. The writer, making his debut in hillclimb competi- 
tion, was very pleased with himself at finishing in second place, also 
joining the select fraternity of "over-the-toppers". Third man was 
George Lambert. 


Two beach meetings were held in February. A 30-mile open race 
run on the 10th, saw George Lambert add another scalp to his collec- 
tion. Н. D. Singleton was second man home on his faithful Norton. 
Only one race eventuated on this day, due to the beach being badly 
cut up. On the 24th, a 12-mile open resulted in a popular win for 
Singleton. The big event, a 48-mile open, saw Lambert run into first 
place from scratch, with the writer, making his beach debut, finishing 
second on his Indian, George Henderson came in third. 
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A month after this, two more beach events—a six mile solo and a 
60-mile solo, attracted a very large crowd. W. Thiele on a four-valve 
Triumph took the first event, while the writer, who wasn't sure 
whether he should be flattered or annoyed at being the scratch man, 
managed to work through the field into second place. Tommy Tyson 
took third place on his Scout. The 60-mile event looked like another 
win for Lambert, who had a habit of working his way through the field 
in long races, but Les Monkman staved him off long enough to finish 
first, Lambert getting second and making fastest time. Thiele finished 
third. The writer had an excellent view of this race from about half- 
way down the course, in the intervals between trying to coax a spark 
from a sodden Dixie magneto. 


April 7 saw the running of the annual beach championships. Three 
races of 20 miles each for up-to-750 c.c., up-to-1000 c.c., and unlimited 
capacity machines, were run off, the first being won by Thiele (Triumph) 
and the other two by Lambert. In addition a private owners race of 
8 miles was run, won by Singleton on his newly-acquired big twin side- 
valve Matchless. Tommy Tyson (Scout) was second and Les Monkman 
ran into third place from scratch. 


The annual flying mile championships, which were to have been 
run on the first Saturday in May but which had to be postponed due 
to the poor beach, were held on Tuesday the 22nd, the only suitable 
tide. Some good times were recorded, only the 350 c.c. class being 
somewhat of a frizzle, attracting only a brace of entries, of which the 
fastest, Fred Inwood riding a side-valve A.J.S., could only manage 
86 4/5 seconds. Billy Thiele registered the fairly respectable figure of 
48 4/5 sec. in the up-to-500 c.c. class on his Triumph. In the up-to- 
750 c.c. event, Singleton caused a mild sensation by doing the mile in 
46 2/5 seconds, or 77.5 m.p.h., on his hard-worked Norton side-valve— 
an excellent show. The fireworks really began in the 1000 c.c. class 
when Fred Haworth put his venerable 1916 8-valve Harley over the 
course in 39 4/5 seconds, or about 91 m.p.h. This was the first occasion 
on which the 40-second mark had been approached, much less broken. 
Lambert had to be content with 41 2/5 and Les Monkman was a mere 
2/5 slower. 


June saw the running of perhaps the severest trial the club had 
yet organised. The writer can vouch for the fact that it was far from 
being a pleasant jaunt. Originally scheduled as a three-day event, the 
vile weather and almost impassable state of the Banks Peninsula roads 
forced the officials to call off the third day's run. Of the 12 entrants, 
three retired on the first day, and the remaining nine straggled into 
Akaroa, the overnight stop, at various times and in various stages of 
wretchedness. The second day's run, in even more miserable conditions 
than the first, saw two more retirements, and even the most optimistic 
of the survivors bade a sad farewell to all thoughts of perfect scores. 
Seven soaked and mud-caked finishers pulled into Christchurch on the 
evening of the second day, and heard without any great regrets that 
the third day's run was to be “scrubbed”. When times had been checked 
and the observers book scrutinized by the judges (it was a sidecar 
event, incidentally) George Lambert was declared the winner. In second 
place was George Henderson and Harold Piper third, both driving 
Harley-Davidson outfits. Piper also won the private owner award. The 
writer earned the dubious distinction of being presented with a special 
“hard luck award'"— perhaps not altogether undeserved, for after going 
through the two days mud-battle with only one or two minor troubles, 
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the rear tyre on his Indian Chief outfit suffered a blow-out which dis- 
integrated cover and tube, only a few miles from the finish, For a 
pleasant hour or so’s occupation on a wet and stormy winter evening, 
we can recommend transferring your sidecar tyre to the rear wheel and 
fitting the remains of the rear tyre to the sidecar wheel, then stuffing 
its ruined carcase with grass to enable you to crawl home with your 
sidecar passenger on the back mudguard. Yes—we really think we 
earned the “hard luck" trophy! 


Few events had been looked forward to more keenly by both motor- 
cyclists and the general public than the Canterbury Park track meeting 
on October 22. The change of heart on the part of the Trotting Club 
regarding the use of the course was indeed heartening, and no effort 
was spared to make the event a success. And a success it surely was. 
Perhaps with memories of past thrills, the public flocked along in their 
thousands to see some of the most exciting duels ever staged on the 
old course, which, incidentally, was in the peak of condition. At former 
meetings there had been considerable criticism of the track, but the times 
recorded at the 1923 meeting would indicate that there wasn’t very 
much wrong with it. Two special features of the day’s sport were the 
return of that amazing rider Alan Woodman, the one-legged phenom- 
enon whose riding at previous Canterbury Park meetings had endeared 
him to the crowds, and the presence of Percy Coleman, king of the 
mile tracks and on this day at the peak of his form. Woodman’s mount 
was the very first "big-port" 350 c.c. overhead-valve A.J.S. to be seen 
in action in Christchurch, while Coleman’s switch to Harley-Davidson 
and his appearance on one of the latest factory racing models was a 
topic of much speculation. Spencer Stratton with a Daytona Indian 
and Alan Bell on a potent-looking big valve Excelsior provided Coleman 
with some fierce opposition, but were unable to head him in the 12- 
mile N.Z. Heavyweight Championship, which the champion reeled off 
in 10 min. 27 sec. in a flawless display, his fastest lap being 51 3/5 secs. 
The terrific duel between Stratton and Bell for second place had the 
crowd on its toes, the former getting the verdict by a small margin. 
Coleman gave another dazzling exhibition in the 8-mile Place Handicap, 
which he won in just 1/5 sec. over 7 minutes and brought his lap time 
down to 50 1/5 in doing so. The Canterbury Middleweight Champion- 
ship was another crowd-pleaser. All machines were 500 c.c. types with 
the exception of Woodman’s little 350 с.с. A.J.S., yet the one-legged 
star’s terrific riding brought him into second place within striking dis- 
tance of the winner, Spencer Startton on an Indian four-valve. Wood- 
man even outdistanced Coleman, who in this event rode a single-cylinder 
four-valve Harvey and finished third. Others who turned in fine per- 
formances on that memorable day were Harold Piper, who won the 
Novice Handicap, H. D. Singleton, who accounted for the 8-mile open, 
Les Monkman, Alan Morland and other local and visiting riders. The 
only accident of the day was when H. Brown, a Christchurch competi- 
tor, couldnt make the turn going out of the front straight and went 
into the fence, resulting in facial injuries which were painful, but not 
serious. It was obvious that with the exception of Woodman, the S.I. 
competitors were no match for the northerners, as was of course only 
to be expected, due to the very limited opportunities the southern riders 
had to participate in grass track races during the previous few years. 
But the day's prize-money was fairly evenly distributed between 
visitors and locals, and all in all, the 1923 meeting compared more 
than favourably with other years, and it was a pity that it rang down 
the curtain on grass track racing in Christchurch for many years. Three 
or four years after this, two meetings on Rangiora Racecourse were 
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promoted by another organization, but it was not until the °20’s were 
nearing their end that a course adjacent to the city was obtained for 
motorcycle racing. This was New Brighton Racecourse, and we shall 
deal with the many successful meetings staged by Pioneer on this track 
in due course. 

Beach races on November 17 created even more than usual interest, 
due to the appearance of Percy Coleman. The grass-track star was 
making his first appearance in beach racing, and there was much 
conjecture as to how he would fare against the uncrowned king of the 
sand, George Lambert. The meeting opened with a 4-mile maiden 
event, won by Tommy Tyson on his Indian Scout, followed by Len 
Poore (Triumph) and George Weigel (H-D). The 12-mile open saw 
Coleman and Lambert both off scratch and the latter led at the end of 
the first lap, with Coleman in close attendance. Lambert looked like 
being the winner until he was unlucky enough to strike a patch of 
water while making the turn at the lower end of the course, which 
put his engine out of action. Coleman managed to dodge the briny 
pool and went on to win in the good time of 10 min. 31 sec., sparking 
off an argument between the Indian and Harley factions which lasted 
for weeks. Coleman didn’t start in the 20-miler and this was won by 
Len Poore with Lambert second from scratch. Tommy Tyson took 
third. This meeting was the last of the 1923 season, as although more 
beach races were scheduled in December, the bad state of the beach 
compelled a postponement until January of the next year. 

1924 opened with a beach meeting (the event postponed from the 
previous month) and the beach was still far from satisfactory. After 
some discussion among riders and officials it was decided to carry on, 
though some entrants on the faster machines, including Lambert and 
Monkman, refused to start on the grounds that the course was danger- 
ous. The writer was among these canny types—after scaring himself 
badly by hitting a pothole “flat out” in practice, he decided that dis- 
cretion was the better part of valour. The three events on the pro- 
gramme were run off, but times were slow and retirements many. A 
trio of new riders contested the 6-mile maiden race, the winner being 
Les Muschamp on a Zenith, Sid Batt and Ernie Marsh, both on “new- 
fangled" o.h.v. Nortons, filling the other two places. Len Poore 
accounted for both the other races of 18 and 30 miles. George Weigel, 
another newcomer, rode very consistently to fill second place in both 
races on his H-D. 

January 26 saw several hundred Pioneer members and friends at a 
picnic and sports day at Selwyn Huts—one of the best events of its 
kind ever, was everybody’s verdict. 

February 9 was the always-popular hillclimb at Cashmere and 
again the public rolled up to watch the riders (some of them, anyway) 
roll down, after being unseated from their mechanical bronchos. Charlie 
Bell, previous year’s up-to-600 c.c. winner, had to be content with 
second spot when H. Birdling put his Sport Model H-D over the top 
in a masterly debut. (Mr Birdling, as is well known, now occupies an 
executive position in our local traffic department, and we hope that our 
description of his hill-climbing prowess in his younger days may count 
in our favour when next we are presented with a parking ticket). 
Harold Piper zoomed over to win the over-600 c.c. class, with Birdling 
and Monkman taking second and third. Times were even faster this 
year, but fewer succeeded in making the summit. 

A round-the-bays reliability trial, held February 23, resulted in the 
somewhat unsatisfactory position of no fewer than five competitors 
gaining full marks, thus tieing for first place— "Billy" Jones, Len Poore, 
Les Monkman, Charlie Bell and George Henderson. 
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Perfect weather conditions probably accounted for such an unusual 
dead-heat—though similar occurrences in future trials seemed to indicate 
that stiffer courses were needed to find outright winners. 


March 15, a beach championship meeting, drew a big crowd. The 
beach was in fair condition and times were good. Sid Batt (Norton) 
won a 4-mile maiden handicap from A. Smith (Indian) and H. Birdling 
(H-D). George Lambert was the victor in the 20-mile 1000 c.c. cham- 
pionship, while Len Poore took the 500 c.c. title. 


Another Banks Peninsula trial for solos only brought the bumper 
entry of 36, 33 actually facing the starter. Again the weather smiled— 
and again the judge was unable to separate the first-place winners, 
though instead of there being five “perfect scores” as in the previous 
trial, there were no fewer than six! They were: Mantell (Ace), Williams 
(Indian Scout), Poore (Triumph), Bonnington (Triumph), Williams 
(A.J.S.), and Gordon (Indian Scout). Bonnington and Williams tied for 
the private owner award. It was resolved to have these riders compete 
in a re-run over the same course to try to find an outright winner. This 
took place on May 10 in execrable conditions, each rider fitting tire 
chains before the start. Even the vile weather and heavy roads did not 
help very much in weeding out the riders, but an outright winner turned 
up in Owen Williams (Indian Scout), who lost a mere one point for 
mechanical condition. In second place, with only half a point less, 
was Les Williams (A.J.S.). Third was private owner Cliff Gordon with 
two points deducted. С. Bonnington was unfortunately unable to par- 
ticipate in the run-off, leaving only five runners. 


Prior to the trial re-run, beach races were held (on April 12). It 
was at this meeting that the popular H. D. Singleton met with a serious 
accident in the 12-mile private owners race. The beach was in bad 
condition with soft patches, potholes and water. Singleton, on his 
very fast 4-cylinder Ace "Sport Solo," hit a hole while travelling at high 
speed and took a bad spill, his injuries proving serious. Bradley (Ace) 
and Piper (Douglas) were the only two to finish, the other competitors 
withdrawing after Singleton's crash, which cast a gloom over the meet- 
ing. However, the two other races were run off, Les Monkman taking 
the 16-miles open and Alex Smith getting a well-deserved win in the 
48-miler. With the exception of a few minor events, the annual flying 
mile beach championships practically wound up the 1924 season. The 
club had been extremely unfortunate in having to postpone the annual 
opening run no less than three times owing to rain, and likewise three 
beach meetings had to be postponed or abandoned due to dangerous 
beach conditions. However, for the flying mile events fortune smiled 
once again. А pleasant day and a firm beach made for fast times. In 
the 1000 c.c. and unlimited classes George Lambert skittled Fred 
Haworth's previous year's 39 4/5 "fastest ever" by doing 38 1/5 and 
37 3/5—and in an officially-timed special run after all classes had been 
run off, he was clocked at 36 2/5 secs., only a shade under the magic 
*100"—the first occasion on which the century mark had been approach- 
ed on the beach. Len Poore took no fewer than three classes—350, 500, 
and 750, the latter two on his Triumph 4-valve, his best run being a 
creditable 43 4/5 sec. No less creditable was his 60 1/5 secs. in the 
350 class, on a very standard-appearing side-valve B.S.A. 


Thus ended the 1924 season, which like the legendary curate's 
egg, was "good in parts’—due only, however, to circumstances beyond 
the club's control. Events had been supported 'even more enthusiastic- 
ally than in the previous season, and given good weather, it seemed as 
if 1925, the club's tenth year, would be even better, in view of the con- 
stantly-mounting membership. 
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3. The Second Decade 


A number of new riders, in addition to the regular beach racing 
"addicts," were in evidence at the beach meeting which opened the 1925 
season on January 31. A 4-mile maiden event went to newcomer T. C. 
Whitlow on an A.J.S. Fred Riley brought his Norton home in second 
place. A 12-mile open handicap also went to Whitlow, with B. W. 
Marshall (Excelsior) second and Hec Cooper (Indian) third. George 
Lambert ran into fifth place from scratch and in doing so knocked 
16 2/5 seconds off his own record for this distance, doing the 12 miles 
in 10 min. 13 3/5 secs. The final event of 20 miles resulted in a win 
Tor Alex Smith (Indian) with Cooper second and Les Monkman (H-D) 
third. 


An enjoyable event in the form of a social run on an easy course 
over the hills was held on February 7, 12 solos and 6 sidecar outfits 
starting from the club rooms. In the course of the run competitors 
were entertained at afternoon tea at the "Kiwi" by Mr C. Bell. 


Beach championships were run off on February 28. Before the 
main events, an 8-mile private owners event was won by Dick Shaw, 
whose mount according to his entry was a H-D - J.A.P. Whitlow, who 
had made a very successful debut at the previous beach meeting, brought 
his A.J.S. home in second place. Whitlow also easily won the 350 c.c. 
championship with Les Williams second. Len Poore accounted for the 
500 c.c. class on his Triumph, hotly chased by H. L. Dyer (Norton). 
The 1000 c.c. race was as usual a walk-over for Lambert, with “ ‘lil 
Alex " Smith in second place. 


The afternoon of Saturday, March 7, saw a cavalcade of traffic 
in the direction of the Cashmere Hills to the annual hillclimb, which had 
established itself as one of the most popular events on the Pioneer pro- 
gramme. Bert Grenfell won the 350 c.c. event on a four-valve Rudge 
with Ernie Velvin (B.S.A.) the next fastest. Alex Smith took third. 
Charlie Bell upheld the honour of the redskin tribe by making a 23 1/5 
sec. run on his Scout, which won the 600 c.c. class, with Ernie Velvin 
and Len Poore only a fraction slower. The 1000 c.c. event saw some 
fast times and close competition, the sensation of the day being George 
Henderson's winning ride of 18 2/5 seconds on a B.S.A. twin. Only 
2/5 sec. slower was Bert Grenfell, and in third spot was Н. W. Birdling 
with 19 sec. This year's event was notable for a bumper crop of entries, 
but comparatively few made over-the-top rides. 


A solo trial to Akaroa drew 28 starters, but perfect weather condi- 
tions probably helped to make this a good deal less strenuous than 
usual—or else the standard of riding was improving! Anyway, no less 
than ten finishers returned perfect scores, and it was decided to re-run 
the event with the "top ten" as competitors. However, on May 2, 
when the run-off took place, four were unable to be starters for vari- 
ous reasons, leaving only six to fight things out among themselves. But 
when at the final reckoning it was found that four riders still had 
spotless score cards, it was decided to call it a day! The four “un- 
touchables" were C. Bell and Alex Smith (Indians) and George Hen- 
derson and Ernie Velvin (B.S.A.’s). 


On the other hand, a sidecar trial over approximately the same 
course, scheduled for April 18, had to be abandoned owing to bad 
weather making some sections of the course impassable. 
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September saw a three-event beach meeting, with Wally Thomas 
(A.J.S.) making his debut by winning the 4-mile maiden event. Dick 
Shaw (Excelsior) finished second, and in the 12-mile open came in 
first, hotly pursued by scratch man George Lambert. Mechanical 
casualities were heavy in the last race, a 20-miler, in which Lambert 
was the only rider to complete the course. 


Last competition event of the year, on October 10, was also a beach 
race meeting. Owen Williams, who had been performing excellently 
in trials, demonstrated his ability to make an equally good showing on 
the beach by bringing his A.J.S. home in first place in a 16-mile event, 
with George Lambert second. Lambert won the 24-mile race in the 
very good time of 20 min. 53 sec., with Alex Smith and Owen Williams 
second and third. 


The annual opening run, held on October 18 in perfect weather, 
brought out the largest crowd yet seen at this popular fixture. 


1926 started off well with two social runs in January, which were 
well attended—-one through Lyttelton and Governor’s Bay and one to 
Selwyn Huts. But the beach race hoodoo was still in evidence when a 
meeting scheduled for February 6 had to be abandoned owing to bad 
beach conditions. Better luck attended the races a fortnight later when 
three events were run. Alex Smith won the 16-mile open with Lambert 
making fastest time in 13 min. 58 sec. Lambert had an easy win in the 
20-mile 1000 c.c. class championship, Smith being second, and Wally 
Thomas won the 350 с.с. class. No entries were forthcoming for the 
500 c.c. event—in fact, there was a mere handful of competitors at this 
meeting, due to various reasons. However, this was only a passing 
phase, and later beach events were very well supported and the racing 
much more interesting. 


A major reliability trial run on April 17 attracted a large entry. 
This was a 12-hour event which covered a lot of territory, the morn- 
ing's course being a complete circuit of Banks Peninsula, finishing back 
at Christchurch for the luncheon break. The mileage covered in the 
morning necessitated a fairly tight schedule and allowed no time to tarry 
by the wayside. In the afternoon competitors were sent off on a course 
which covered a goodly portion of North Canterbury, and the day's 
total mileage was such that most competitors had no regrets that there 
wasn't a second day's run to follow. Of the soloists, two finished with 
perfect scores—old warrior George Henderson (B.S.A.) and the writer, 
who introduced the new Harley-Davidson 350 c.c. to local competition 
in this event. "Billy" Jones (H-D) was a popular winner in the side- 
car class. 

The 1926 Cashmere hillclimb drew the usual crowd and good entries. 
Many recorded over-the-top rides, and times were consistently good, 
though George Henderson's 1925 mark of 18 2/5 was not bettered. 
Ernie Velvin took the 350 c.c. event with a 19 2/5 sec. ride, with Wally 
Thomas in second spot. Ernie Velvin also tied for first place with Ernie 
Marsh in the 600 c.c. class. The “free-for-all” saw Ernie Marsh win in 
19 sec. flat, the fastest ride of the day, Henderson taking second in 
19 3/5 and C. Bell third in 21 sec. Towards the end of the day a drizzle 
made conditions unpleasant. 

Minor fixtures occupied the 1926 programme until November, 
when another beach meeting drew very much improved entries and pro- 
vided a big crowd with some sensational racing. This meeting was not- 
able for the appearance of Dunedin's J. C. Mewhinney, who was a 
most consistent performer "down south" on his Super-X 750 c.c. twin 
and who on this occasion made his debut on Brighton Beach, to the 
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consternation of the “locals” and the excitement of the crowd. In the 
8-mile open race Mewhinney started from the 15 sec. mark, the scratch 
man being Alex Smith, who had taken over Lambert’s Daytona Indian, 
which in consequence of past performances was regarded as almost 
invincible. However, the Dunedin man got off like a rocket, and driv- 
ing his Super-X through the gears in a manner never before witnessed 
on Brighton Beach, he left the scratch man far behind, and, mowing 
down the riders who had started in front of him, finished in first place 
with a burst of speed which left the crowd—and the other competitors 
—open-mouthed. "Josh" made the 8 miles in the fast time of 6 min. 
50 4/5 sec., Jack Hore (500 Douglas) was second, and the writer took 
third on his 350 Harley. In the 16-miler, Mewhinney was put back on 
the scratch mark with Alex Smith—but again there was no holding the 
Dunedin man, and the rest of the field simpiy didn't see which way 
he went as he mowed it down in terrific bursts of acceleration. In 
spite of conceding large starts he was leading at little over the halfway 
mark and won easily in 14 min. Mewhinney’s two wins caused no 
little consternation in the Indian camp, as hitherto the Daytona Indian, 
in the hands of George Lambert, had been unbeatable in all scratch 
events, and with Alex Smith, as competent a rider as Lambert and much 
lighter in weight, as jockey, the Daytona was expected to be even 
faster. However, it was still equipped with but a single gear, and was 
utterly unable to cope with the “peak-revs-through-the-gears” tactics of 
Mewhinney. (Some years before, as a green apprentice, the writer had 
ventured to suggest the fitting of a gearbox to the Daytona to eliminate 
the “chug-and-jerk” method of cornering and the painfully slow get- 
away after making a turn, which was of course inevitable with only a 
single gear. But the suggestion was scorned by the powers that were, 
the mere thought of an honest-to-goodness racing machine burdened 
by the addition of a gearbox being regarded as one of those things 
which simply wasn't done.) However, after the debacle of the Novem- 
ber meeting it was obvious that the Indian camp would need to drastic- 
ally revise some of its ideas, and it was no surprise when at the last 
beach races of the year, on December 11, it was noticed that the Day- 
tona had “grown” a gearbox in the interval. Josh Mewhinney again 
was entered on the Super-X, and a terrific duel was anticipated, as Alex 
Smith was obviously out to avenge his defeat at the hands of the Dune- 
din man. However, this meeting was not as exciting as anticipated, as 
Mewhinney's machine gave trouble and failed to reproduce its per- 
formance of the previous meeting. In addition, the fitting of a gear- 
box had made a decided difference in the performance of Smith's 
machine. Even so, the Dunedin rider pushed Smith hard in the 12- 
mile race, and finished a creditable second, considering that he was 
giving away 250 c.c. The writer took third on a 350 Harley. In the 
20-miler, Smith again pulled out all the stops and finished first, Mewhin- 
ney being forced to retire. The writer ran into second place in this 
event, and Selby Preddy (A.J.S.) was third. Thus concluded yet an- 
other year of good sport, and the advent of the coming season was 
looked forward to with keen anticipation. 


The 1927 season opened with a bang on February 12, when fierce 
competition in the Cashmere hillclimb kept the crowd on its toes from 
start to finish and previous record times took a severe beating. Over- 
the-top climbs in 20 seconds and under were the rule rather than the 
exception, but performances which would have been good enough to 
bring home the bacon at the previous year's event were of no avail 
against the 18, 17, 16 and finally 15-second rides put up by the fastest 
competitors once they had "found the groove," and the crowd was 
treated to an exhibition of leaps and loops which eclipsed all previous 
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YOU NAME IT! 
“VESPA” HAS IT! 


You can take your VESPA SCOOTER anywhere, town or Country, it will stand 
comparison with any machine because it is the end product of years of ex- 
perience in Scooter production. VESPA Scooters have a higher resale value 
than any other Scooter on the market to-day. The 150cc, Rotary Valve, 4- 
Speed ‘‘Sportique Model has the most progressive engine ever designed. 
It’s flexibility is welcomed by those who travel in Heavy Traffic Conditions... 
If you are an Enthusiast you will appreciate the brisker, snappier Acceleration 
and Smooth Performance— both on the open road and on uphill gradients. 
An exciting range of Colours is available. Fitted with dual seat, parking 
Lights, Stoplight, Steering Column lock, Chrome Embellishers, Tool Box 
and Tool Kit. Full Range of Spares, and expert After Sales Service available 
at the Sole Agents—BU TLEHS 
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spectacles on the Cashmere course. Fastest-time-of-the-day honours were 
divided between Wally Thomas (A.J.S.) and the writer on his Harley, 
each being timed in 15 seconds during the afternoon's fun. The writer 
was fortunate in winning all three classes on this occasion, with Wally 
a mere second behind him each time. The day's sport was voted the 
most exciting yet and there were no injuries more serious than bruises 
and a sprained ankle. 


March opened with a 12-hour trial—a morning run round Banks 
Peninsula and an afternoon trip round North Canterbury.  Twenty- 
five started-—17 solos and 8 sidecar outfits—and Les Monkman emerged 
an outright winner in the latter category, with Billy Jones only half a 
point behind in second place. But no fewer than 10 soloists returned 
perfect scores! Probably the ideal weather conditions helped. However, 
no run-off was organised as in previous trials in which several com- 
petitors tied—it may have been thought that the boys were getting so 
good that they might carry on indefinitely without losing points. 


Beach racing started on March 26 on a bumpy course, before a 
large crowd. А 4-mile handicap was won by the writer, who just 
managed to catch Fred Sharman (Indian) and Cyril Burford (A.J.S.) 
with a few yards to spare. In the 12-mile race, Dick Shaw on his very 
potent little Royal Enfield-JAP was altogether too fast to catch. The 
writer finished second, with Alex Smith's Indian coming up like a streak 
to take third. Although put back as the result of his win in this race, 
Dick uncorked a little extra and came home the winner again in the 
24-miler, narrowly beating Alex Smith. Fred Sharman was third. 


April 9 provided some exciting racing when the beach champion- 
ships were run off. Added interest was given by the presence of the 
two North Island grass track stars, Harry Mangham and Tui Morgan, 
but both met trouble. The reappearance of Les Monkman, after more 
than a year's absence from racing due to a severe crash on Rangiora 
racecourse, also added zest to the proceedings, and an exciting duel 
between Les and Alex Smith in the 1000 c.c. event was anticipated. The 
meeting opened with a 6-mile “maiden” event, confined to riders who 
had not previously won a beach race. Eric Pyke (Norton) finished first 
by the skin of his teeth, just staving off Eric Burmeister (H-D), and 
Fred Sharman and his Indian in third place. The 350 c.c. event went 
to the writer, with team-mate Eric Burmeister on his tail, and this also 
was the order of finishing in the up-to-600 c.c. race. In the 1000 c.c. 
event, Les Monkman showed that he was lacking none of his old dash 
by reeling off the 20 miles in the fast time of 16 min. 36 sec., which 
gave him a decisive win over Alex Smith. Тез was giving his new 
"FH" pocket valve Harley its first gallop and it certainly got into its 
stride at the drop of the starter's flag. 


The annual flying mile time trials, not for the first time in this 
class of event, were marred by the failure of the electric timing appa- 
ratus to function properly, and the flag and stop-watch method had to 
be resorted to. However, although probably not as accurate as the 
electric method, it was reasonably so, and had been used many times in 
past years, and sooner than abandon the attempts the officials decided 
to carry on using this method. The beach was in good order but a 
strong easterly wind made conditions unpleasant. The 350 c.c. entries 
were the first to be put through the trap and Eric Burmeister won this 
class with a 45 4/5 sec. ride on his Harley, next best being the writer with 
47 sec. Fred Riley on his A.J.S. was well ahead of the rest of the 
field in the 500 с.с. class with a 42 sec. ride, with Alec Farrar (Norton) 
next best in 44 3/5, while Eric Burmeister took third on his 350 c.c. 
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machine with a 46 1/5 ride. In the 750 с.с. event, Ernie March was the 
top man in 43 2/5. The 1000 c.c. event provided a sensation in that 
three riders exceeded the 100 m.p.h. mark—the first time this had been 
attained on Brighton Beach. The North Island grass track star, Harry 
Mangham, had brought Percy Coleman’s eight-valve Harley-Davidson 
down to try it out over the mile, and a 32 3/5 sec. run, equal to about 
110.5 m.p.h., put him well ahead of the other two runners, Les Monk- 
man and Alex Smith, each of whom returned times of 35 4/5 sec. or 
approximately 10] m.p.h. 


It was unfortunate that a great deal of controversy ensued over 
this event, one trade faction maintaining that the results should be 
declared null and voil because they had not been obtained with electric 
timing. However, the manual method had been used many times in 
the past and had been accepted without demur, and finally, at a full 
meeting of the club committee, the results were officially ratified. 


In October the club reluctantly accepted the resignation of its genial 
and very popular secretary, Phil Harman, who had so capably filled this 
position since the early days of the club, but who found it necessary 
to devote his whole time to the rapidly growing South Island Motor 
Union. А very large gathering in the club rooms, on the occasion of 
Phil’s “stepping down” from looking after P.M.C. affairs, testified to 
his popularity. The vacancy was filled for a short time by Mr F. W. 
Maples and the position was finally taken over by Mr C. Leeming. 
“Charlie” is remembered with affection by old club members who knew 
him during his long term of office. 


The last big fixture of the 1927 season was a beach meeting which 
drew large entries and one of the largest crowds on record. A 4-mile 
"maiden" event confined to those who had not won a beach race pre- 
viously went to Eric Burmeister (H-D), who also registered fastest time, 
beating 500 c.c. machines in doing so. Jack Hore (Douglas) and Jack 
Carter (Triumph) took second and third places. Ап 8-mile open was 
won by the writer (H-D) with Jack Hore again in second place and 
Ted Smith (New Hudson) third. The final race, a 12-mile event, also 
went to the writer, while Jack Hore notched his third second place 
in the afternoon's events. Fred Sharman and his Indian came in third. 


In November, a deputation from the club was received by the 
Christchurch City Council at its monthly meeting, and the question 
of pillion riding was discussed at length. The viewpoint of the motor- 
cyclist was put forward by Messrs G. Lambert and J. H. Williams, 
and the speakers received a fairly favourable hearing. Several ques- 
tions were asked by councillors, one of whom seemed somewhat con- 
cerned at the area of female leg which might be displayed if pillion 
riding was permitted, but the general opinion seemed to be that the 
local scene would be none the worse for a little brightening up. The 
question was finally referred to th» By-Laws Committee. It may be re- 
called that it was some little time before the City Fathers rescinded the 
by-law prohibiting pillion riding, but eventually it was legalized and 
no small credit is due to the club for its persistency of advocation. 


What a bumper year was 1928! Looking back, it seems that it was 
a real “vintage year" in Christchurch motorcycling, including as it did 
the first mile grass track meeting within the environs of the city for 
more than five years. The Cashmere hill climb events reached a peak 
of excitement which exceeded even the previous year’s thrills. The 
Christchurch-Dunedin and return 24-hour trial was run for the first 
time, in conditions which made seasoned “‘trialists” yearn for home and 
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mother before half the course had been covered, and in the beach rac- 
ing arena a 350 c.c. machine was electrically timed over the flying mile 
in a phenomenal 39 1/5 sec., while later in the year the 20-mile open 
beach record was dealt a severe crack. These were just a few of the 
highlights of a year which will be recalled with nostalgia by club mem- 
bers of that period. Actually, the 1928 season got away to a bad start, 
the beach championships scheduled for January 28 having to be post- 
poned due to poor beach conditions. On February 12 the annual Cash- 
mere hill climb drew the largest crowd since this popular event was 
first instituted, probably with memories of the previous year’s duels. If 
they hoped for a repetition, they were not disappointed, for whereas a 
15 sec. climb had seemed about the best anyone could hope to achieve 
without parting company with his mount, in the 1928 event no fewer 
than five riders went over the top in this time, while the “top three” 
substantially bettered it. They were Wally Thomas (A.J.S.), the writer, 
and Wellington’s Tim Wilkinson, both H-D mounted. Tim was a rider 
of repute on the northern grass tracks, and he soon demonstrated that 
what he lacked in stature he made up in pluck and dash on his first 
experience of the famous Cashmere “slant.” The 350 c.c. event, as in 
the previous year, resolved itself into a “no-holds-barred” duel between 
Wally and the writer and when the dust had settled, both had recorded 
14 2/5 sec., breaking the previous year’s record of 15 sec. Tim Wilkin- 
son looped and acquired a faceful of handlebar from his airborne mount, 
but he gamely went over the top in his second ride, earning the applause 
of the crowd. In a run-off to see if the tie could be resolved, the writer 
also looped and went off course, while Wally returned another 14 2/5, 
so it was left at that. Tim wilkinson, minus several front teeth as the 
result of his broncho-busting display, was clocked in 15 sec. to take 
second place—a game effort. 


In the up-to-600 c.c. event, the triangular duel was repeated, and each 
effort brought applause from the crowd, which showed its appreciation by 
cheers and the blowing of car horns as each rider gingerly eased his 
machine to the bottom of the hill with a few willing spectators acting 
as "anchors" to retard its progress. Many competitors made excellent 
rides in times which would not have been thought possible a year or 
two before. It was evident that a 14 sec. ride was not outside the 
bounds of possibility. This event finally went to the writer with a 14 1/5 
sec. ride, with the doughty Tim Wilkinson only 1/5 sec. slower in 
second place, and Wally also breaking 15 sec. to take third with a 
14 4/5 run. 


The free-for-all was expected to provide the most fireworks, and it 
certainly had the crowd on its toes as times were still further whittled 
down. The writer went over the top in 13 3/5 sec. on his first ride, 
which turned out to be the fastest of the day, Wally returning 14 1/5 
to take second place, and Tim only 1/5 sec. slower in third spot. The 
writer waived his second run when his first run's time of 13 3/5 was 
unbeaten, and should have had enough sense to leave it at that. But 
enthusiastic friends persuaded him to try to knock those odd “fifths” 
off it, and—you've heard the proverb about the pitcher going too often 
to the well? The result was one sadly bent Harley and one somewhat 
dizzy rider, who came back to reality when he realized that some kindly 
gent in uniform was saying “Have a sniff of this and you'll soon feel 
better!" 


Yes—the 1928 Cashmere affair had its moments! 
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The evening of Saturday, March 17, was, to say the least, unplea- 
sant. The wind blew and the rain rained, and altogether, in the words 
of the poet, “the night was dark and stormy.” However, to the two 
dozen or more competitors waiting to start in the 25-hour Christchurch- 
Dunedin and return reliability trial, the weather was merely a little 
annoying and would probably improve “further down the line.” (The 
writer was one of these optimists.) They couldn’t have been more 
wrong! But before proceeding to harrow our readers with the woes of 
the competitors as the trial progressed, we would like to digress briefly 
to describe an incident which illustrates the interest which quite a large 
number of the general public took in motorcycle sport in those days. 
Can you imagine a gathering of several hundred assembled at the start- 
ing point to see the competitors start in a trial, and cheering enthusiastic- 
ally as each rider got under way? Or lining both sides of the road for 
several hundred yards to speed the competitors on their journey? Yet 
that was the scene at the start of the first "Dunedin 24-hour,” when so 
thick was the crowd that the riders were hardly left enough room to 
get under way between the ranks of onlookers. To return to the event 
itself—we doubt if conditions on that night ride to Dunedin have ever 
been approached for severity. The weather deteriorated so that before 
the first drenched and numbed competitor pulled into the first check 
at Ashburton it was blowing a gale and the rain could only be described 
as torrential, and if anything it worsened as the night went on. The 
only bright spots in that miserable ride were the brief respites at the 
check points, Ashburton, Timaru. and Oamaru, where willing helpers 
dispensed hot refreshments to the competitors. Conditions took toll of 
riders and machines and the ranks were somewhat depleted by the time 
Dunedin was reached. Several competitors had taken wrong turnings in 
the darkness and driving rain, others huddled under hedges trying to 
coax sparks from saturated magnetos, and one, unfortunately, lay in 
Timaru Hospital with head injuries sustained in a bad spill. The return 
trip was made in only slightly better conditions, except that competitors 
had the benefit of daylight until about Geraldine. More troubles and 
retirements thinned out the ranks and only about half the original 
starters finally finished, wet, weary and saddle-sore, at the finishing point 
in Christchurch, where they received another vociferous welcome from a 
large crowd. As might have been expected, no clean sheets were re- 
turned, most competitors having reached the stage where reaching home 
was the prime consideration and loss of marks was only secondary. 
However, the four leading finishers dropped only six points between 
them over the 480-mile grind, these being Stewie Forrester (Triumph), 
George Henderson (Ariel), Len Poore (B.S.A.), and the writer (H-D). 
Forrester took first place with the others in the above order. Many were 
the snarls of “never again" and “this is my last trial" heard amongst 
the finishers (the writer seems to recall that he himself was guilty of 
similar treasonable remarks) but needless to say, most of them turned 
up on the starting line when the next year’s event was run! 


A feature of this event was the publicity given to it by the news- 
papers, the “Sun,” a Christchurch evening paper, devoting almost a 
quarter-page to details, while other local papers also gave an excellent 
write-up—something hard to imagine nowadays. 


Saturday, March 31, was a red-letter day in motorcycling circles, 
when the first mile grass track meeting in Christchurch since 1923 was 
held, and the excellent New Brighton one-mile trotting track reverberated 
to the roar of exhausts and the horses for once were out of the picture. 
The public turned up in large numbers and witnessed excellent racing. 
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Main drawing card was the mighty Percy Coleman, almost undisputed 
king of the mile grass track stars, who hurled his big mount into the 
dusty corners with his customary abandon and gobbled up the limit men 
as he streaked down the straights. However, both he and the other North 
Island visitor, the hard-riding Tui Morgan, were set impossible tasks 
by the handicappers, and local riders filled nearly all the places. Dick 
Shaw, Ken Trevella, Ernie Marsh, Jack Hore and Sid Preddy were the 
winners of all but two events. The biggest race of the day, of 10 miles, 
went to Greymouth’s Cyril Neville (H-D) with Tom McCleary (Ariel) 
in second place, and Coleman finishing third after a terrific effort from 
the scratch mark in which he caught all but the first and second men. 
Tui Morgan won the last race of the day, an 8-mile open, with Coleman 
coming up like a streak to take second place. Both the northerners 
were H-D mounted. Altogether, the meeting was a pronounced suc- 
cess, and hopes were expressed that the Trotting Club would see its way 
clear to make it available again for motorcycle racing. 


The jinx which seemed to hover around many beach events was 
again present on April 14, when the flying mile trials came up for 
decision. A strong easterly upset the tide schedule and banked up the 
outgoing tide over the course, which by the time the first event was 
due to commence could almost have been used for outboard racing. It 
was nearing sundown by the time the beach had dried sufficiently to 
permit runs, and it became obvious that the full programme couldn’t 
be run off. The electric timer added to the officials’ woes by turning 
temperamental, but was finally got functioning, and a start was made 
with the 350 c.c. class. Each rider was given only one run through the 
trap, the lateness of the hour not permitting the usual two runs. The 
writer returned a time of 43 4/5 sec., the fastest in this class, and Eric 
Burmeister did 46 3/5 to take second place. After more delay, the 
500 c.c. class was got under way. Burmeister, who had been somewhat 
disappointed with his showing in the 350 class, had effected some adjust- 
ments in the interval, and using the same machine was clocked at a 
sizzling 39 1/5 sec. in his 500 c.c. class attempt—the first time on record 
that a machine of less than 1000 c.c. had broken the 40 sec. mark. His 
time represented a speed of approximately 92 m.p.h. Doubts were ex- 
pressed at the accuracy of the timing, but the mechanism appeared to 
be functioning satisfactorily, and there was no doubt that his machine 
was really “rolling.” In passing, it may be mentioned that some two 
years later, on a similar machine (a 350), this rider defeated a field of 
500 c.c. machines when he won a 16-mile 500 c.c. championship at an 
average of over 73 m.p.h. and it seems by no means unlikely that his 
time of 39 1/5 over a mile was not authentic. 


Next fastest in the 500 class was the writer, who was using for 
the first time an allegedly super-duper New Hudson (a make prob- 
ably unknown to present-day motorcyclists), which had recently arrived 
from overseas accompanied by glowing reports from the factory as to 
its performance. However, its time of 46 sec. over the mile was, un- 
happily, an indication of most of its future performances. After the 500 
class had been run, the approach of dusk made the officials decide to 
call off any further runs. 


In contrast to conditions on the day of the flying mile, both the 
beach and the weather were almost perfect a fortnight later for the run- 
ning of the annual championships. As was usual when these events were 
run, a large crowd, estimated at more than 7000, were present, plus the 
inevitable halfwits who took the opportunity to let their dogs loose 
for a run on the course and then waxed indignant as the pooches 
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fled to the sandhills pursued by volleys of missiles from spectators and 
officials. Anybody who has experienced that “will I hit him?” feeling 
produced by a canine which gambols across the course of a rider 
travelling around the “ton” will understand the necessity for drastic 
action. The 12-mile 350 c.c. event was got under way, eight contestants 
making this an interesting race, which was won by the writer with 
team-mate Eric Burmeister second. The time of 11.25 was slower 
than usual, neither being really pushed. Great interest was occasioned 
by the appearance in the 16-mile 500 c.c. event of Dunedin’s Len John- 
son on one of the newly introduced “сатту” Nortons. The writer, 
who had been burning considerable midnight oil endeavouring to extract 
some of the horses alleged to reside in his newly-acquired New Hud- 
son, had no illusions as to its ability to hold Johnson’s Norton, but 
thought perhaps second place might not be impossible. Imagine, then, 
his dismay when while doing his best to keep the Dunedin man in his 
sights, a familiar bellow was heard coming up astern, and Burmeister on 
his 350 drew alongside, pausing to express his regret at such a pro- 
ceeding and then taking off in pursuit of the flying Norton. Probably 
disheartened by this episode, the New Hudson promptly dropped about 
10 m.p.h. (later traced to the inlet valve stem cap breaking in half). 
Only two finished in this race, Johnson coming in first in the respectable 
time of 13 min. 48 sec., with Burmeister on his irrepressible 350 “реа- 
shooter” not far away in second place. 


The 1000 c.c. brought out quite a field, including Johnson, whose 
good time in the 500 c.c. event evidently encouraged him to see how 
his “cammy” Norton would fare against Alex Smith's Indian and the 
Harleys ridden by Monkman and the writer, who did not often appear 
on one of the “big’uns” but on this occasion had taken the opportunity 
of using an "FH" Harley which happened to be available. Halfway 
through the race Monkman was leading Smith by a few yards, with the 
writer about the same distance behind Smith, with Johnson well out of 
the picture obviously not fast enough. Monkman retired with a broken 
chain, leaving Smith and the writer, who had by this time got the “feel” 
of his unfamiliar mount, to battle for first place. Unfortunately, Alex 
also met trouble, and the writer, having the field to himself, decided to 
"press on regardless" in the hope of pruning a little off Monkman's 
record of the previous year. He was considerably heartened upon being 
told after the finish that ihe time of 16 min. 21 sec. constituted a new 
20-mile record, the previous best being 16 min. 36 sec. Len Johnson 
us in a very creditable second, and Tom McCleary (B.S.A.) was 
third. 


November 3 and the last beach meeting of the year, favoured with 
a beautiful afternoon and a hard, dry beach. Only two races were run 
—а 4-mile and a 12-mile, both open handicaps. К. W. Jenkin (A.J.S.) 
won the former event, with Les Monkman getting second from the 
scratch mark with a terrific burst which just failed to catch the winner. 
Eric Burmeister, always in the picture, came in third. In the 12-miler, 
the writers New Hudson for the first time showed some indication of 
the performance ascribed to it by its makers by keeping going long 
enough to win in the fairly good time of 10 min. 18 sec., with “Burmy” 
second and Jenkin third. Les Monkman, whose big Harley was really 
"loaded for bear" on this day, was unlucky to break his chain while 
cornering in the second lap. Had he kept going he would have won 
by a street, even from the scratch mark, as he was timed over the first 
four miles in 2 min. 57 3/5 sec., substantially reducing his previous best 
time of 3 min. 3 sec. 
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"Third time lucky" was how the New Brighton grass track meeting 
could have been described when it was at last run off on December 1, 
after having twice been postponed on account of rain. The second post- 
ponement brought a spate of criticism from the Northern riders, who 
thought the club should have carried on with the event. It was one 
of those "neither-one-thing-or-the-other" kind of days and by starting 
time the drizzle had stopped and several hundred spectators had paid 
admission. But the soaked and slippery track was obviously too dicey 
for anywhere near normal speeds and to stage the races would have 
been courting disaster. Even the hard-riding Tui Morgan admitted the 
wisdom of the club's decision after coming down on a corner in the 
course of a trial lap. Arrangements were made to help the visitors with 
their expenses, which had mounted*considerably after making the trip 
twice without getting the chance of gathering some prize-money. Ви 
on December 1 the weather smiled and all was merry and bright, or at 
least, it was until halfway through the programme, when a southerly 
blew up to make things unpleasant. However, the crowd stayed put. 
Main drawing card was the 8-mile N.Z. Lightweight Championship (up 
to 350 c.c. machines) and a ferocious duel was anticipated between the 
dour and hard-riding Tui Morgan (H-D) and the daredevil Jack Arnott 
(A.J.S.) whose motto was said to be “ро, blow, or put a hole in the 
fence.” It was rumoured that Jack had been "specially imported" to 
shake Tui loose from his stranglehold on 350 c.c. events. Other starters 
were Dave Managh (New Hudson), Wally Kilminster (A.J.S.), and Tim 
Wilkinson (H-D). But from the second the riders crossed the line in a 
perfect rolling start it was obvious that Morgan and Arnott were too 
fast to be worried by the other three, and it was also obvious that 
Morgan had enough speed to keep Arnott at a distance, in spite of the 
latter's terrific cornering. Well behind these two, a duel was going on 
between Kilminster and Wilkinson, Managh having retired. At the start 
of the last lap Morgan had if anything increased his lead, and the title 
seemed to be as good as in his pocket. But — "there's many a slip — 
etc." — and as he banked over going into the turn out of the straight, 
with less than a mile to go, his mount went down in a vicious slide 
which almost took him into the infield fence, while Arnott bored through 
the dust to narrowly miss the fallen. rider, followed by Kilminster and 
Wilkinson. Ambulence men raced for the bend, but Morgan was un- 
hurt, and dragging his battered mount upright he remounted, deter- 
mined to finish, while cheers from the crowd sped the plucky rider 
on his way. Arnott finished first, followed by Kilminster and Wilkin- 
son, and the game Tui Morgan got a great reception from the crowd as 
he finished in fourth place. Arnotts time was 7 min. 27 sec., very 
good going indeed. Later in the afternoon, he was presented with the 
championship silver cup by the Mayor of Christchurch, Mr J. K. Archer, 
to the accompaniment of cheers from the spectators. Of the 
eight other events on the programme, the places were fairly evenly dis- 
tributed between visiting riders and “locals,” prominent among the lat- 
ter being Art Lamport with two wins and Tom McCleary with one. Of 
the visitors, Dave Managh, Jack Arnott and Tui Morgan each had a 
win, the latter getting an ovation when he finished first in the Bur- 
wood Handicap from the scratch mark, after being looked over by the 
ambulance men and patching a few scrapes and bruises, acquired by his 
fall in the championship race. All in all, this was a most successful 
meeting. 


This was the last major event of 1928—a successful conclusion 
to one of the most active years in the club's history. 
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The year 1929 was notable for the jubilee of the club’s parent 
body, which had been founded in 1879 under the name of the Pioneer 
Bicycle Club. In 1889 the Canterbury Amateur Athletic Association 
threw in its lot with the P.B.C., and with the amalgamation the club’s 
title was altered to the Pioneer Amateur Bicycle and Athletic Club. It 
continued in this guise until 1910, when, due to the waning interest in 
both cycling and athletics, both sections had been considerably weaken- 
ed and the C.A.A.C. ceased to be a section of the club. On the other 
hand, the motorcycle movement was growing in popularity, and as we 
have previously related, the North Canterbury Motorcycle Club organis- 
ed motorcycling events until 1914, when its members, or a large pro- 
portion of them, broke away and linked up with the Pioneer, and the 
N.C.M.C. ceased to exist. At about this time the name of the club 
was changed to the Pioneer Amateur Motor and Sports Club Inc. In 
December 1918, there was still another reorganisation when the club 
was formed into a limited company known as the Pioneer Sports Club 
Ltd., and in 1921, with the revival of interest in athletic sports, the 
C.A.A.C. joined up again with their old associates. 


With this brief digression, let us look over the main events held in 
1929, which was one of the most active years in the club's history. The 
season got off to a bad start with the abandonment of the beach races 
scheduled for January 19, the beach being in very rough condition. A 
few hardy spirits organised a couple of impromptu races over a course 
of about a quarter of a mile, but aviating over bumps and splashing 
through pools soon palled even for these enthusiasts. Next day, Sunday, 
was the occasion of the inter-club rally at Seaview, Ashburton, where 
both Pioneer and Ashburton club members disported themselves on Mr 
Harry Brown's property, an ideal venue. The event was favoured with 
perfect weather and was voted a huge success. 


February 9 saw the running of the annual Cashmere hillclimb, and 
with hopes of seeing the fireworks of the previous year repeated, a large 
crowd assembled, but for no apparent reason, thrills seemed lacking 
and times were slow, even though the hill was in good condition. The 
star performers of the previous year seemed to have lost their dash and 
none of them figured in the awards. Reg Palmer on a Harley was fastest 
over the top in the 350 class in 18 4/5 sec., with Norm Gray in second 
place. Norm and his A.J.S. made a most creditable hillclimb debut 
with a 19 3/5 ride. In the 500 event, these two riders were again too 
good for the rest of the field, Palmer going over in a F.T.D. ride of 
15 3/5 sec. and Gray again coming second with 10 1/5 sec. The un- 
limited event saw Palmer register 19 3/5 on his first run, and a neck-or- 
nothing second attempt ended when he ran off course halfway up. Norm 
Gray took a well-deserved first in this event, his best ride being 19 sec., 
with Charlie Blacklock second, 2/5 sec. slower. Palmer took third 
place. 


February 23 saw the Jubilee Race Meeting at New Brighton Race- 
course—an event which drew a big crowd and went with a whizz from 
start to finish. Art Lamport and Tom McCleary were again by far the 
most successful “local” boys," each accounting for two first places 
and sundry seconds and thirds. Lamport as usual rode his camshaft 
A.J.S. and (also as usual) Tom used his trusty Ariel. However, it was 
the performances of the visiting riders which brought the crowd to its 
feet several times in the course of the afternoon. The hard-riding Tui 
Morgan and his diminutive but dashing team-mate, Tim Wilkinson, 
provided many thrills as they fought for supremacy and threaded their 
way through the fields from the scratch mark, with Reg Ranby never 
far in the rear. Morgan got the checkered flag in the 8-mile Provincial 
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Championship after a furious duel with Wilkinson, with Ranby in third 
place making it a 1-2-3 Harley-Davidson "benefit." Morgan did the 8 
miles in 7 min. 40 sec. Morgan also won the 6-mile Menzies Handicap 
in 5 min. 45 sec., going through the field from scratch and passing Tom 
McCleary almost on the finish line in the last lap. Tim Wilkinson pulled 
out all the stops in winning the 8-mile Jubilee Handicap in 7 min. 44 
sec, Prize money was fairly evenly divided between visitors and locals, 
the organization was excellent, and the only complaint was the dusty 
state of the track caused by the long dry spell. 


The Championship beach meeting, always a popular feature, was run 
on March 2, and, for a welcome change, the course was firm and dry, 
and the pleasant afternoon brought out large crowds. The 12-mile 350 
event was looked upon as being likely to provide the best racing of 
the day, but to the always-present rivalry between the Harley and A.J.S. 
factions, the former being represented by the writer and his team-mate 
Eric Burmeister and the latter by Norm Gray, and it did indeed prove 
an interesting race, to judge by the yells of the crowd. Going into 
the second turn in the lead, but with the five other competitors literally 
breathing down his neck, the writer suddenly found himself torpedoed 
in the rear wheel by an over-zestful competitor, and in the next instant 
he was prone on the course spitting out mouthfuls of sand, while the 
rest of the riders adopted frantic evasive tactics in dodging his re- 
cumbent form, before vanishing up the beach with a derisive crackle 
of exhausts. However, after a hasty inspection of his mount, which 
seemed to have sustained no damage as a result of the collision except 
for screaming its heart out before a kindly official made a grab at the 
throttle, the writer remounted, mouthing imprecations, and determined 
to at least finish. At the commencement of the last lap he had picked up 
all except Gray and Burmeister and managed to pass these two riders 
within a few hundred yards of the finish to win in 10 min. 58 sec. Norm 
Gray just nosed out Eric Burmeister for second place, and lots of fun 
was had by all. 


The 16-mile 500 c.c. event was won by Arthur Brown (Norton) in 
13 min. 37 sec., with Norm Gray running into second place on his 
350 c.c. machine, and "Shorty" Wicks third on a Harley. The 20-mile 
unlimited event was a walk-over for Alex Smith and his Indian, who 
won as he liked in 16 min. 58 sec., with Brown in second place, and 
Norm Gray making another consistent ride to come home third. 


March 16 saw the running of a beach meeting in good weather 
but with atrocious beach conditions. The course abounded with soft 
patches and pools of water and it was not until competitors had made 
a few runs that it was decided that it was safe enough to hold the 
events. The 4-mile maiden race brought out four starters, three of 
whom fell by the wayside with moisture in the works, the only finisher 
being Trev Bromley, who navigated his Harley through the watery waste 
in very creditable style in his first try at beach racing. In the 12-mile 
open handicap, there was about the same proportion of finishers— 
two out of nine starters. Eric Burmeister cruised his Harley to first 
place with Alex Smith coming up behind with all sail set in a terrific 
effort to catch “Burmy’s”’ little craft. Ву the time the last race came up 
for decision a good deal of the water had been splashed off the course 
and conditions were somewhat improved. This event, a 20-miler, ended 
with almost a photo-finish between the first three men, the order being 
Reg Palmer (H-D), Alex Smith (Indian), and Eric Burmeister (H-D). 
Riding like a tornado from the scratch mark, Alex beat Eric for second 
place by half a wheel and failed to beat Reg for first by the same 
margin. 
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The night of April 26 will be remembered (by competitors in the 
24-hour trial, anyway) as the Night of the Great Fog. Twenty-three 
competitors started in this, the Second Christchurch-Dunedin and re- 
turn 24-hour event, and the threatening weather outlook made those 
competitors who had endured the miserable ride through an all-night 
downpour in the previous year’s event wish that they had stayed at 
home in case they were in for a repeat dose. In actual fact, the heavy 
rain of the 1928 “24-hour” would have been infinitely preferable to the 
clouds of greasy, swirling, impenetrable fog, which, with the exception of 
about two miles near Geraldine, enveloped the riders the entire distance 
on the night journey in the 1929 event. The only bright patches in a 
dreary ride were the checks at Ashburton, Timaru, and Oamaru, where 
willing helpers distributed welcome fuel to the riders in the form of 
coffee and hot dogs. Not until the outskirts of Dunedin were reached, 
in the chilly and cheerless dawn, did the fog lift. A hearty breakfast 
raised flagging spirits somewhat, and after an hour's respite the riders 
set off on the return journey. Fortunately there was no fog as the 
night descended and all in all the trip was uneventful for most of the 
competitors. Of the original 23 starters, 17 checked in at the finish, and 
when the results were announced a day or two later, Ashburton's 
Gerry Clarke (B.S.A.) topped the poll with the loss of ony half a point 
(deducted for an excessively slack rear chain). Gerry's ride was a fine 
demonstration of consistency, as he lost no points at either open or 
secret checks—a most meritorious debut at trials riding. Second place 
winner was Russ Lovegrove (Raleigh) with 9974 points, and a mere 
half-point behind Russ came Tom McCleary, who had dropped three 
points at secret checks (how the competitors loved these!) The three 
placed riders were all "trade," and the private owner award went to 
Tommy Rossiter (Indian Scout), who was also making his first appear- 
ance in trials competition. In the sidecar class, Len Poore Piloted his 
B.S.A. outfit into first place with a loss of only two points. Charlie 
James brought his B.S.A. outfit into second place and also took the 
private owner prize in the sidecar class. Perhaps one of the most merit- 
orious performances was that of Eric Burmeister of beach race fame. 
"Burmy" was having an uneventful ride when another competitor 
rammed him while navigating a extra-thick patch of fog on the down- 
ward journey, which necessitated a stop for temporary repairs to enable 
him to limp into Ashburton, where he lost half an hour straightening 
out the model. Setting off again well behind the “таш body" he 
reached Dunedin without further tribulations, and was able to leave on 
the return trip at his scheduled time, but his troubles were not over, and 
from Dunedin to Oamaru he lost more time repairing punctures. His 
eventful sixth place was a really fine example of triumph over adver- 
sity, even though his little side-valve Harley looked slightly the worse 
for wear at the finish. The writer must draw a merciful veil over his 
own performance (or lack of it!) in this event—should "Billy" Jones 
read this account he will doubtless understand what we are referring to! 

Saturday, May 11, saw the running of an event based on the 
famous “Scott Scramble” in England—and although the writer never 
had the pleasure (?) of being able to compete in the original "Home" 
S.S.'s, the Kiwi version couldn't have lacked much of the “frightfulness” 
for which the celebrated English event was famous. The organisers had 
picked the course with fiendish skill—almost three miles of steep grade, 
plentifully besprinkled with gullies, waterholes, bush, rocks and other 
light entertainment. The course was well marked—and in any case, it 
was the only track on which the competitors had the faintest hope of 
making any progress whatever, so it did no good to stray from it in 
the hope of finding "short cuts". There were no rules—you took off 
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at the start and got to the finish as well as, and as quickly аз, you 
could. The winner was Russ Lovegrove, who got his Douglas to the 
finish in the phenomenal time of 16 min. 18 secs. to take first place in 
the trade class, while the writer heaved, dragged, slid, waded and in 
places actually rode his Harley o.h.v. single into second place three 
minutes behind the winner. In the private owner class Eric Burmeister 
stole the show with a splendid ride in 17 min. 50 secs., making second 
fastest time of the day, his nearest rival being Norm Gray, who finished 
somewhat out of breath in 45 min. 18 sec. Only seven riders managed 
to complete the course, which was strewn at intervals with cursing and 
exhausted competitors. 


Another event, somewhat on the same lines but under very much 
easier conditions (at least the course was flat) was run on June 29. 
Programmed under the title of a "hurly-burly", the course was laid out 
in the Waimak. riverbed and incorporated a formidable watersplash 
which was the downfall of several of the 18 competitors. Ron Carpenter 
(Douglas) won the trade riders class with E. Burmeister (H-D) in second 
place, while Maurie Low and Steven Ogden, both Ariel mounted, took 
first and second in the p.o. event. The event was marred by an accident 
in which a competitor suffered a broken leg. 


A most enjoyable pillion trial, which attracted 31 starters, many 
of whom were accompanied by wives and girl friends as pillion pas- 
sengers, was held on Sept. 7 in ideal weather over a course including 
Governors Bay and Teddington. Len Poore (B.S.A.) returned the only 
perfect score in this event and Mrs Len was the recipient of a special 
award for lady pillion passengers. This was an extremely enjoyable 
event, and two other runs on similar lines were held during the same 
month—an impromptu run around the Bays and a “Mystery Competi- 
tion” in which the competitors sampled several assorted types of going 
without knocking up a very big mileage. The annual Opening Run 
on October 6 saw an attendance of more than 1000 at Waihora Park 
and a sports programme for motorcyclists and "foot sloggers" was well 
supported, As usual, the Ashburton Club was well represented. Later 
in the month, another "hurly-burly", over a course on Shipley's Farm 
at Harewood, drew sixteen starters. Steve Ogden (Ariel) won the 
private owner class, with R. Veitch (B.S.A.) second, while Tom McCleary 
(Ariel) took the trade class with E. Burmeister (H-D) in second place. 


Crowds flocked to Brighton racecourse when the club staged its 
last grass track meeting of the year, the presence of Coleman always 
being a drawing card. The club had been allocated the N.Z. Heavy- 
weight Championship for this meeting, and even though the fierce 
competition of the early 20's no longer existed in the 1000 c.c. class 
there were still sufficient entries to make an interesting race. The 
starters were Coleman, Ranby, Morgan, Carter and McCleary and the 
issue was never in doubt, Coleman retaining his title without being 
unduly troubled. His time for the 12 miles was 11 min. 8 1/5 sec., 
Morgan and Ranby filling second and third places. As usual, local 
riders had a pretty fair share of the spoils. Tom McCleary notched a 
couple of wins, and Art Lamport, Steve Ogden and Jack Bowker each 
took a first. In the main handicap event, the Pioneer Open of 8 miles, 
Coleman went through the large field in typical style to win from Reg 
Ranby and Jack Carter. The viewpoint of many of the northerners 
was that the handicapping favoured the local riders to the extent that 
it was almost impossible for the back-markers to get in the hunt, and 
after the meeting several announced their intention of not competing 
in future Brighton events unless they were given the chance to at least 
make expenses. 
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November 23 brought the 350 с.с. beach championship, of 12 
miles, and in addition three other races were run, the first being a 4- 
mile novice handicap in which Tom McCleary signalised his beach 
debut by winning comfortably from George Chambers and Jack Luxton. 
A 6-mile "private owners only" saw only two finish the course— Bill 
Jenkin and Goerge Chambers. Vic Browne (Norton) won the 8 mile 
open handicap, with Norm Gray on his new “cammy” A.J.S. coming 
home like a bomb in second place and giving some indication of the 
fireworks he might produce in the championship event. Alex Smith 
brought the Altoona Indian into third place from the scratch mark 
with a shattering ride of 6 min. 2 3/5 sec.—an average of so near to 
80 m.p.h. as not to matter and one of the fastest times ever recorded 
for a beach race. 

The 12 mile 350 c.c. championship brought five starters, but with 
Eric Burmeister not competing it seemed obvious that Norm Gray and 
the writer would be doing most of the arguing for first place and the 
title. The writer had come to regard the “350 champ" as almost his 
personal property after monopolizing it for several seasons, but what a 
shattering disillusioning he was in for! Halfway down the first lap the 
"cammy" came level and drew away, and the writer, nonplussed by 
the novel experience of being passed by someone in a championship 
event, could only flatten himself out even more and pray for something 
to happen. It eventually did—but not to Norm! Finding a few extra 
revs from somewhere, the Harley reduced the gap and was on the 
Ajay's tail as they braked for the last turn, and the writer thought 
that all was not yet lost. The next instant he parted company with his 
mount and from an all-fours position had an excellent view of (a) his 
mount subsiding after turning end-over-end, and (b) the seat of 
Norm's riding breeches as with head down and stern up he roared away 
down the straight with only two miles to victory. And nobody grudged 
him his win, for, season after season, there was never a more consistent 
tryer than “N. Gray (25 A.J.S.)”, who could aways be relied upon to 
provide the sternest opposition among the rival "three-fifties". It was 
a popular win, and his time of 10 min, 26 sec. a new record for the 
races. Reg Palmer (H-D) rode a consistent race to finish second. 
Incidentally, after collecting himself, the writer discovered that the rear 
brake arm had sheared on its shaft and the brake pedal (complete with 
rider's foot!) had dug into the beach, providing an ideal pivot on which 
to stand the bike on its front wheel and the rider on his ear. 

A 50-mile event, the first long-distance beach race for some years, 
was run on December 7 in a howling easterly gale which made naviga- 
tion quite erratic at times. There was a big entry, and the handicapper 
had apparently cast the scratch men, Alex Smith and the writer, in the 
role of supermen by conceding up to twelve minutes start to the limit 
men, which seemed a trifle generous to the aforementioned scratch men 
as they sat patiently on the starting line watching the "advance guard" 
covering lap after lap. However, the minutes finally ticked away, the 
flag dropped, and away they went. The writer regards this race as one 
of the most unpleasant he ever rode in. The strong cold wind and the 
sand which seemed to penetrate goggles and gloves wasn't improved by 
the blast of sand and spray from the rear wheel of Alex's Altoona 
Indian, which was in tremendous fettle. After vainly trying to hang 
on in Alex's slipstream the writer resigned himself to the fact that 
the Indian had too many horses on this particular day, and settled 
down to step into the breach if Alex's mount struck trouble—which 
unfortunately, did happen about halfway through the race and forced 
Alex to retire after a terrific ride. By about three-quarter distance many 
of the competitors had faded from the picture through various causes, 
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but Tom McCleary (Ariel) апа Bill Jenkin (Norton) were still going 
strong and looked as though they were going to be hard to catch. The 
writer had pulled up into third position but time was running out, and 
the final order was McCleary (Ariel) 1, Jenkin (Norton) 2, and Hockley 
(H-D) 3. The writer returned fastest time, 40 min. 5 sec. For this 
event the usual 2-mile straights were extended to 24 miles, making a 
5-mile lap, and Alex Smith was clocked at a sizzling 3 min. 43 sec. for 
his best lap just prior to retiring. 


The last event before the year drew to a close was somewhat of a 
novelty in that it was a combination of three types of event—speed- 
judging, a flexibility test, and some rough cross-country going of the 
"hurly-burly" type—and when the points for each were totted up, E. J. 
Bradshaw (B.S.A.) had returned the best aggregate. It was a well- 
deserved win, and the first of several sterling performances in P.M.C. 
events by Ted, who later became one of the club's most able and 
popular executives, and we cherish the idea that even to-day he still 
recalls with pleasure his motorcycling days. 


And with this event, 1929 received the checkered flag—but long 
before its end, a programme had been drawn up which promised to 
make the coming year another successful one for “Pioneer”, for the 
Great Depression was only a small cloud on the horizon as yet—and 
motorcyclists are incorrigible optimists, anyway! 


The 1930 season got under way with a championship beach meeting 
on January 18 which was notable for perfect weather, a hard beach, 
and one of the most sensational surprises which beach racing fans had 
seen for some time. The 500 c.c. championship drew several entries, 
but of the four "voted most likely to succeed", two optimists were rid- 
ing 350 c.c. machines. They were Norm Gray (A.J.S.) fresh from his 
decisive win in the 1929 350 c.c. championship, and Eric Burmeister 
(H-D). Considerable heartburning had ensued in the Harley camp 
after Norm's lifting of what the Harley-ites had come to regard as 
their permanent property, the 350 c.c. championship, and considerable 
midnight oil had been burned in the search for a few extra “ponies” 
which might be the means of avenging such a crushing defeat. Tryouts 
prior to the race day indicated that some measure of success had been 
achieved in this direction, and it was decided that Burmeister should 
ride the machine while his rather portlier team-mate (the writer) bestrode 
the 500 c.c. New Hudson (the engine of which had just been returned 
from the factory after a prolonged session of bench-testing with the 
assurance that its performance was all that could possibly be desired— 
which remained to be seen.) The last of the quartette was the most 
formidable of all—Alex Smith and his new 500 c.c. o.h.c. A.J.S. 


Beach racing fans told the writer that this was one of the best 
races ever seen on the beach. It was certainly exciting to the four com- 
petitors mentioned, as when things sorted themselves out after the start 
a blanket could have covered the "flying four" and the rest of the field 
was hardly in sight, the order being Smith, Hockley, Burmeister and 
Gray. Halfway through the race Smith still led with Burmeister clinging 
to him like a leech and the writer in “Burmy’s” slipstream, with Gray 
in fourth place. Soon after that the New Hudson decided to call it a 
day, and the writer deposited it, not too gently, on the sidelines and 
consoled himself by enjoying the battle as a spectator. Smith still led 
at 12 miles, but Burmeister refused to be shaken off, his time for 12 
miles being 10 min. 3 sec., a new 350 c.c. record, while Gray was 
dropping back somewhat. This was the order at the start of the last 
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lap, but with only a half-mile to go Burmeister caught Smith and 
finished with a tremendous burst to win in the remarkable time of 
13 min. 15 secs.—phenomenal going for a 350 c.c. machine. The 
previous record for this distance was 13 min. 48 secs, made by L. 
Johnson of Dunedin the previous year on a 500 c.c. Norton. Alex 
Smith, who had struck a patch of trouble which probably may have 
cost him the race, finished second, and Norm Gray ran into third 
place. Thus ended one of the most closely-contested races seen on the 
old Brighton sands. An 8-mile open handicap held prior to the big 
event resulted in a win for George Chambers (H-D). 


Hill climb time had rolled around again by February 1 and the 
Cashmere course echoed once again to the roar of engines and the 
spinning of chain-shod rear wheels. The events in general were more 
exciting than the previous year and a new star emerged in the person 
of Tom McCleary, who pruned 2/5 sec. from the writer's two-year-old 
13 3/5 sec. record by going over the top in the unlimited class in an 
effortless 13 1/5 sec. ride. Tom and his Ariel also accounted for the 
up-to-600 c.c. class with a first-time-ever ride, going over in a comfort- 
able 15 sec. and deserving also of a hearty pat on the back was W. 
Mulholland, who took his very-standard Ariel tourer over in 18 seconds. 
Places in the 350 joust went to Wally Thomas, the writer, and Reg. 
Palmer, in that order, all Harley mounted. The 1000 c.c. event was 
won by novice George Chambers with a very creditable 17 seconds 
with Eric Burmeister and the writer in second and third places, again 
all on H-D's. Following “Тот Mac" in the unlimited class was Wally 
Thomas with a 13 3/5 sec. ride, and the writer, in third spot, with 
15 1/5. It was voted a good afternoon's sport, and proved that the 
mechanical buckjumpers still drew big crowds. 


The Scott Scramble this year attracted ten gluttons for punishment, 
si of whom finished the course, and the course itself finished the 
remaining four. Lew Evans on a Harley was first to the finish, followed 
by Tom McCleary (Ariel) and Eric Burmeister (Harley). The writer 
still recalls the “crack” with which his saddle peak anchor bolt broke 
in half as the result of an involuntary dive off a rock ledge, after which 
he called it a day. 


The major reliability trial came up for decision in March, and 
proposals to repeat the route of the two previous years met with an 
unenthusiastic reception. It was decided to make Blenheim the goal, 
as a change from Dunedin, and also to do the course in daylight both 
ways. An excellent entry set out on the Saturday morning in good 
weather and all arrived intact, some on time and others not as punctual 
as they had hoped. The Marlborough Motorcycle Club gave riders and 
officials a wonderfully hospitable reception, and the Saturday evening 
“do” was such that some competitors were got to the starting line the 
next morning only by the herculean efforts of the officials. The weather 
kept fine and the homeward run went off without any serious mishaps. 
Three soloists emerged with perfect scores, the immaculate trio being 
Stewie Forrester (Triumph) and George Henderson and Tom Mc- 
Cleary (Ariels), while -Billy Jones also turned in a "no points lost" 
performance to score a popular win in the sidecar class with his Harley 
outfit. Charlie James (B.S.A. and sidecar) again put up a consistent 
performance to win the private owners award. The team prize went 
to the Ariel trio, McCleary, Henderson and Velvin with a total of 2999 
points, Ernie having lost one somewhere along the route. Altogether 
it was an enjoyable event and the change of course gave the competitors 
a change of scenery. 


43 











March 22 saw action at Brighton racecourse—and "action" truth- 
fully described the day’s doings, for this beautifully sunny afternoon 
will be remembered for the most dazzling exhibition of grass track skill 
and daring yet seen on this course. The maestro, Coleman, gave some 
indication of his form in the first race in which he started, the Pioneer 
Open Handicap, going through the field from the scratch mark in a 
terrific fashion until in the last lap his Harley 8-valve fouled a plug 
and he limped into the pits on one cylinder. In his next race, the 
Brighton handicap of six miles, he again mowed down the entire field, 
passing four riders in the front straight to win in 5 min. 34 sec. The 
other races saw some top-notch duelling among the local stars, Steve 
Ogden, Jack Philpott, Tom McCleary, Art Lamport and a newcomer, 
Jack Luxton, who made an impressive debut on the grass by collect- 
ing a first, second and third place in the course of the afternoon. But 
the race which really had the crowd on its toes from start to finish was 
the 8-mile Bonnington Handicap, in which the limit man had covered 
almost one and a quarter laps before Coleman got the “go” sign from 
starter Roy Parker. It looked as if he had been set a hopeless task, 
but time and again the crowd raised a cheer as he picked up one rider 
after another, until at the beginning of the last lap only four were 
ahead of him. Two he picked up in a burst of speed down the back 
straight, and as he went into the north bend the other two were enter- 
ing the front straight. They were Tom McCleary and Steve Ogden, 
riding the race of their lives, but Tom was overtaken halfway down 
the straight and the crowd was hopping with excitement at Ogden’s 
effort to beat the flying Coleman over the finish line. But with only 
twenty yards to the line the big Harley rocketed past Ogden to win 
the most thrilling race ever seen on the New Brighton course in one 
of the finest performances of Coleman’s career. He was greeted with a 
great ovation from the public when he pulled into the pits, where the 
Mayor (Mr J. K. Archer) after congratulating him on his splendid 
performance, wished him good luck in his forthcoming trip to the 
1.О.М. as New Zealand’s T.T. representative, and presented him with 
a cheque subscribed by the trade and public towards his expenses. 


This meeting was perhaps the best of the many excellent pro- 
grammes run off at the popular Brighton course, the weather and organ- 
ization being perfect and the racing, even apart from Coleman’s per- 
formances, closely contested and lacking the “processions” which had 
detracted from the interest of some previous contests. 


Thirty starters, including most of the "elite" of the trials-riding 
fraternity, scanned the lowering skies somewhat anxiously as they took 
off at minute intervals on the morning of June 1 on a one-day trial 
which took in the toughest spots of Banks Peninsula going which the 
organisers could discover. Even though in some past Peninsula trials 
quite a sizable proportion of the entry had turned in perfect scores 
(in one particular event, as we described earlier, no fewer than ten 
riders lost no marks) the organisers maintained that, even in good 
weather, there were plenty of hitherto untried patches of “fright- 
fulness” which would make even the seasoned mud-pluggers work hard 
to retain clean score-sheets. And how right they were! Even had the 
day been fine, the high averages which the competitors were set over 
the type of going which the organisers had fiendishly selected would 
have played havoc with many of the riders hopes, but in addition to 
a three-day downpour prior to the event, the competitors had barely 
got under way when the heavens opened again in earnest, and the rain 
continued most of the day. In addition, “snow in the high country” 
added to the tough going,.and most of the tracks and by-roads of the 
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course were quagmires. Of the 30 starters, only 16 battled their way 
to the finish, and of the others, many sought the hospitality of friendly 
"cockies" for the night when mechanical troubles (clutches in particu- 
lar) made it impossible to keep going. Any doubts of the Peninsula 
being able to provide a points-losing course were certainly dispelled. 
The writer was quite proud of winning this event with no points lost, 
but anybody who finished at all had reasons for congratulating himself. 
One of the most creditable performances was that of the second place 
winner, young Norman Anderson, a comparitive novice, who piloted 
his "Silver Arrow" Matchless in masterly style. In third place was the 
writers team-mate Lew Evans (H-D) and Ted Bradshaw (B.S.A.) also 
put up an excellent showing to come in fourth. All in all, the 1930 
Peninsula trial will no doubt be remembered by many who competed 
on that day. 


23 competitors turned out on Saturday, August 23, for a hurly- 
burly over a short but rigorous course at Coutts’ Island, and instead 
of setting them all loose together, each competitor was put around the 
course individually against the watch. Tom McCleary continued on 
his winning way by annexing the trade riders section, with Wally 
Thomas (Douglas) and Alf Haden (Calthorpe) filling second and third 
places, while the private owners class was won by R. Veitch. Bill 
Cunningham and W. Mulholland accounted for second and third places. 
All three rode Ariels. 


Lots of fun was had by all at a novel event held on the back 
roads of the Rolleston district on Sept. 6—a paperchase-cum-hare-and- 
hounds stunt, in which the hares, Tom McCleary and Ted Bradshaw, 
were given ten minutes start of a sizeable pack of hounds, who waited 
with itchy throttle hands while the hares put as much as possible of 
the devious course between them and their pursuers. The hares made 
it back to the finish without being caught by the ravening pack, but two 
of the hounds, Tommy Rossiter and Tommy Ball, were close on the 
heels of their prey. Everyone seemed to enjoy the chase. 


Waihora Park, Motukarara, again presented an animated scene 
when the annual opening run was held on October 12 in ideal picnic 
weather and the usual large programme of sports was run off. 


Several new riders made their debut, and the "regulars" were also 
present in goodly numbers, at the beach meeting on October 18, when 
the main event for decision was the 12-mile 350 c.c. championship. There 
was a large crowd in spite of the cold and threatening weather. A 4-mile 
novice event was won by Jack Philpott (Ariel) with F. M. Burrell (Cal- 
thorpe) and Len Scuffell (Sunbeam) in the next two places. Six aspirants 
came to the starting line for the 350 championship, including the title- 
holder, Norm Gray with his o.h.c. “Denly” A.J.S., who looked likely 
to retain his title. The writer, who had hoped to at least make Norm work 
hard for a win, waited for the starting flag with very mixed feelings, as 
only ten minutes previously in a warming-up run he had been forced 
to return very gingerly to the pits with Castrol “К” spewing in spurts 
from the bottom level casing. Feverish investigation disclosed that the 
gland packing had become wound round the vertical shaft and blocked 
things up in no uncertain manner, and little time remained to do any- 
thing more but clear things as well as possible and hope for the best. 
As the KTT Velo was not the writer's property and no risks could be 
taken with it (it had been loaned for the occasion by the writer's brother) 
it was decided to take things easy for the first lap to make sure that 
everything was in order. The order at the end of the first lap was Gray, 
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Vic Browne (Norton) and the writer, who thereafter pulled out all the 
stops as the Velo’s lubrication seemed normal. At half-distance Gray still 
led, but though the Velo was reducing the gap, that leisurely first lap had 
left a lot of ground to be made up, and at 10 miles the Ajay was still 
in front. Who the winner would have been, had both kept going, is a 
matter for conjecture, but Norm had the wretched luck to have the 
"Denly" slow up on the last lap, leaving a clear field to the writer, who 
promptly eased back. The placings were: Hockley (Velocette) 1, Gray 
(A.J.S.) 2, and Browne (Norton) 3. The winner’s time was 10 min. 38 sec. 
as compared with Gray's winning time of 10 min. 26 3/5 sec. the pre- 
vious year, but in view of the circumstances it appeared that there would 
be little if anything between the two machines in future events. 


A big field started in the 12-mile open handicap, one of the most 
interesting entries being Ron Carpenter on a factory-hotted-up Match- 
less which seemed to show very distinct possibilities. However, the Velo, 
this time in the hands of its owner, who was making his beach racing 
debut, was going great guns and came home the winner, hotly pursued 
by another identical model in the hands of Clarrie Moffatt, another pri- 
vate owner making his first appearance. Results: M. Hockley (Velo- 
cette) 1, C. Moffatt (Velocette) 2, R. Carpenter (Matchless) 3, L. Scuf- 
fell (Sunbeam) 4. Before this race was over most of the spectators had 
turned up their coat collars and made a break for home in showers of 
sleet, and conditions for the competitors were unpleasant to say the least. 


November opened with a sporting trial over a course in the Little 
River district, the “piece de resistance’ being the inclusion of the old 
cattle track from Puaha to the Hilltop, but the weather was perfect and 
there was a general care-free air about the event, which everyone thor- 
oughly enjoyed. A very popular winner was Matt Grant, no lightweight 
himself, who took his screaming little Levis around the course in masterly 
fashion. After him came Charlie James (Ariel), A. Hawkings (Ariel), and 
G. Hockley (H-D). 


A novelty in the form of an evening beach meeting was run off on 
November 15, in very pleasant conditions. Four events were run before 
the light began to fail. In the 4-mile maiden race Ron Carpenter put his 
Matchless into first place in decisive style, ahead of Ted Smith (O.K.- 
Supreme) and Roy Love (Douglas). Two 6-mile open handicaps were 
run, Steve Ogden narrowly winning the first one from Tom McCleary, 
with a much re-handicapped Ron Carpenter in third spot. Jack Philpott 
took the next race, with Tom again in second place, and A. D. Kane 
(Norton) third. The last event was in the nature of an experiment, being 
a 6-mile race for light cars, of which three started, but the contest seemed 
somewhat uninteresting, though it was agreed that this type of event had 
possibilities. 

“Seaview,” Mr Harry Brown's property at Ashburton, was once 
more the scene of a bumper turn-out on the occasion of the inter-club 
rally on November 23, when the Christchurch, Ashburton, and South 
Canterbury Clubs turned out in force. 


A big entry contested a miniature ТЛ. on a course at Rolleston 
on November 23, and the locals turned out in force to see the fun. The 
course provided a varied selection of conditions, and most competitors 
approved of the course being somewhat longer than the “pocket-handker- 
chief” type of lap of the average miniature T.T. Three-fifty winner Ted 
Bradshaw (B.S.A.) left nothing to chance in finishing ahead of Ron 
Carpenter (A.J.S.) and Clarrie Moffatt (Velocette). In the 500 c.c. event, 
Tom McCleary went around in his usual nonchalant style to head off 
Hawkins and Painter and make it a 1-2-3 Ariel victory. 
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The 1930 season wound ир on December 13 with what was pro- 
grammed as a “mystery competition,” and a sizeable crowd of com- 
petitors and spectators turned up to find out what it was all about. It 
provided plenty of scope for the riders’ talents, being a real mixed brew 
—in fact, as one rider remarked, it included everything but a beauty 
contest. The hurly-burly section was not the least interesting. When 
everything had been totted up, A. Hawkings (Ariel) was well ahead of 
second man J. Philpott (Ariel), and Norman Anderson, with another un- 
obtrusive ride on his purring “Silver Arrow" Matchless, was third. 


| And thus ended still another year, and turned over yet another page 
in ктр motorcycling history in general—and “Pioneer” in par- 
ticular. 


1931 got under way with the annual inter-club rally at “Seaview,” 
with the Pioneer, Ashburton, and Timaru clubs turning out in force to 
make this the usual enjoyable fixture. January 31, the last day of the 
month, was also, sadly enough, the last occasion on which the long- 
established Cashmere hillclimb was run, owing to the owner of the prop- 
erty withdrawing permission to use the hill. All the usual slant-artists 
were present, plus a few newcomers trying their luck, and the curtain 
was rung down on this famous event in good style. The 350 c.c. class 
was won by the writer on a Harley, followed by Ted Bradshaw (B.S.A.) 
and Wally Thomas (Douglas). Tom McCleary and Steve Ogden made 
it one-two for Ariel in the up-to-600 c.c. class, and this was again the 
order in the unlimited event, when in a sizzling ride Tom went over in 
12 3/5 seconds to establish an all-time record for the famous old hill. 
Jack Philpott took third place. Thus ended one of the most popular annual 
fixtures in the club calendar, which since its inception in 1922 had been 
eagerly looked forward to by both competitors and spectators. Times 
had been steadily reduced over the years but no serious injuries had 
been sustained by competitors. Fastest times recorded on the famous Cash- 
mere grade were: 350 c.c. class, W. Thomas (A.J.S.) and G. Hockley 
(Harley-Davidson) with 13 3/5 seconds, and 600 c.c. and unlimited classes, 
T. McCleary (Ariel) 12 3/5 seconds. 


A motorcycle and light car gymkhana drew a large crowd to Wai- 
hora Park on Sunday, February 8, in perfect weather. Not so lucky was 
the track meeting which had been scheduled for the following Saturday, 
the day being wet and forcing a postponement until March. The Blen- 
heim two-day trial was abandoned owing to lack of entries—an indica- 
tion, perhaps, of the difficult times which were slowly setting in through- 
out the country—and a one-day Banks Peninsula event, covering about 
200 miles, was substituted. Bad weather made this quite a stiff event, 
though not as severe as some previous events held in this locality. 
The placings were: A. Н. Haden (Rudge) and T. McCleary (Ariel) tied 
for first place. Second and third places went to C. E. James (A.J.S.) 
and G. Hockley (H-D). 


The postponed Brighton grass track meeting was held on March 
14 in perfect weather. Nine races were run, including the S.I. Middle- 
weight championship of 6 miles which was won in decisive fashion by 
Reg Ranby (Douglas). Tui Morgan was Reg's only serious opponent but 
struck trouble halfway through the race and thereafter Reg won as he 
liked. It was a Ranby field-day, for in addition to this race, Reg also 
accounted for the Brighton Open and Pioneer Open handicaps, and his 
wins were most popular, as this well-liked and unassuming rider had not 
previously had the best of luck on the Brighton course. The local riders 
were in good form and Tom McCleary and Steve Ogden both notched 
a first place. An innovation at this meeting was the running of two 
races for light cars, the first, a 5-miler, being won by D. C. Crozier (Austin 
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sports) in the very good time of 4 min. 58 sec., with Cyril Hayward 
(Austin) second. Len Poore driving a B.S.A. three-wheeler won the 
other car race, with Crozier going through the field from the scratch mark 
to take second. This meeting was run in aid of the Hawkes Bay Earth- 
quake Relief Fund and a fairly substantial cheque was handed over 
as a result. 

Two races for light cars were included in the beach race programme 
of March 28, but it must be confessed that these events were not very 
exciting. Bert Tench (Singer) won the first, with Len Poore (B.S.A. 3- 
wheeler) second and Crozier (Austin) third from scratch. The second 
was won by Cyril Hayward (Austin) and in second place was scratch 
man Crozier. The three motorcycle events provided some fairly good 
racing, but times were not very sensational. Len Harrington (Rudge) 
rode a very good race to win the 8-mile maiden handicap, with scratch 
man Len Gray on the ex-Coleman І.О.М. Rudge second. The main event 
was the 16-mile 500 c.c. championship, the principal contenders being 
Alex Smith (A.J.S.), Tom McCleary (Ariel) and Ron Carpenter (Norton), 
plus two or three lesser lights, and this was the order at the finish. Alex 
took over the lead from Tom in the last lap. By a remarkable coin- 
cidence, the winner's time of 14 min. 15 1-5 seconds was exactly one 
minute slower than Eric Burmeister's winning time of the previous year. 
Burmeister did not defend his title this year—in fact, many of the "regu- 
lars" in beach competition were absent on this occasion. The afternoon 
finished with ап 8-mile open handicap, won by Tom McCleary, with 
Ted Bradshaw (B.S.A.) second and Ron Carpenter third. 

A novelty social pillion trial in the Woodend-Kaiapoi-Rangiora dis- 
trict, in which all speedometers were sealed and each competitor was 
set a different average speed to maintain, resulted in three riders tieing 
for first place. Eddie Buckley (H-D), Tom McCleary (Ariel) and Stewie 
Forrester (A.J.S.) each lost only two points. This was a very enjoyable 
event. More strenuous was a miniature Т.Т. at Rolleston, in which the 
competitors were sent around the course in pairs in a sort of knock-out 
competition. After thirteen heats, the finalists turned up in Russ Love- 
grove and A. E. Hawkins and Russ emerged the winner. Tom McCleary, 
who had won his heat and made fastest time of the day in doing so, 
was unfortunately unable to start in the final. Two light cars also tried 
conclusions over a lap, and Len Poore narrowly beat Cyril Hayward in 
this event. 

The paper-chase round the back roads of Rolleston, which had 
proved very popular the previous season, was held again on May 16, 
with “Tom Mac." and Ted Bradshaw again in the role of the “hares.” 
They conscientiously dropped "clues" at intervals, but the task of the 
“hounds” was not made easy by the fact that the clues always seemed 
to be deposited at the intersection of the numerous by-roads intersecting 
the district, and in trying to run down the hares over a course of about 
18 miles some of the pursuers covered anything up to three times that 
distance trying to pick up their quarry. Steven Ogden was nearest on the 
“hares” tails at the finish. 

Only six competitors faced the starter for another social pillion trial 
on May 31—somewhat disappointing in view of past entries for this type 
of event. Only one rider— "Chuck" Fowler (Triumph) finished with a 
clean sheet. 

On the week-end of June 20, the Pioneer Motorcycle Football Team 
journeyed to Cheviot to try conclusions with the locals, and capably led 
by team captain Tom McCleary the "Pioneers" won by 4 goals to 1. 
Victors and vanquished were entertained at afternoon tea by the Cheviot 
Ladies Hockey Club, and a social function in the evening was a tre- 
mendous success. 
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At the 53rd Annual General Meeting of the Pioneer Sports Club, 
attended also by a large muster of members of the motorcycle branch, 
a vote was taken on the most popular events, and of twelve types, beach 
races topped the poll by a large majority, followed by reliability trials, 
hillclimbs, and track meetings in that order, after which came various 
ae forms of motorcycle sport, with Scott Scrambles at the bottom of 
the list. 


Nothing daunted by the poor entry in the previous social pillion 
trial, another was run on September 19, and the organisers were reward- 
ed by a dozen motorcycle entries. Seven light cars also competed, and 
of the 19 starters, only one motorcyclist and one car driver finished with- 
out loss of points—Tom McCleary (Ariel) and Bert Tench (Singer). 

It was in this month that Pioneer Club members were saddened by 
the death, after a very short illness, of Steve O'gden, one of the club’s 
most popular members. 


A combined motorcycle and light car gymkhana at the Show 
Grounds promised well, but the weather hoodoo struck again, and com- 
petitors and spectators alike had to run for cover after only two events 
had been got off and it had to be declared a washout. 


Beach race officials and competitors experienced a hectic time at 
the championship meeting on October 16, when the largest crowd within 
the memory of even such old stagers as Roy Parker invaded the beach 
and crowded on to the course. Appeals to the crowd to give the riders 
a fair chance had little effect, and it was announced that the meeting 
would be abandoned unless the course was cleared and the spectators 
refrained from congregating around the start-finish line. After some 
three-quarter-hour delay the crowd had moved back sufficiently to run 
the first race, thanks to the efforts of officials and club members, but 
starter Roy Parker announced his intention of calling the other events 
off if the crowd again encroached on the course. The majesty of the 
law was represented by the presence of a sergeant of police and a con- 
stable, who came in for no little criticism for their apparent disinclina- 
tion to assist the officials in controlling the crowd. The first event, a 
4-mile novice handicap, was a most successful debut for Lew Evans in 
beach racing. Mounted on the I.O.M. Rudge which had been ridden in 
a previous beach meeting by Len Gray, Lew ran through the field from 
the scratch mark in splendid style to take first place in the very good 
time of 3 min. 12 2/5 sec., with Harry Saville (Douglas) second and C. 
Gread (Rudge) third. The “main bout,” the 12-mile 350 c.c. champion- 
ship, brought out eight starters, four of which were distinctly faster than 
the rest—Norm Gray (A.J.S.), Ted Bradshaw (F.N.) Maurie Hockley 
(Harley-Davidson), and the writer (Velocette). Much interest centred 
around Ted's F.N., a "foreign menace" rumoured to be tremendously 
potent, but the writer, as the result of tryouts on his KTT Velo on the 
previous day, was fairly confident of retaining the title won the previous 
year. Alas! 'twas not to be! АП went well—until halfway through the 
first lap, when, nicely positioned in the slipstream of Ted's flying F.N., 
the revs increased perceptibly—but without any corresponding increase 
in forward velocity! Is there any more frustrating feeling than that 
given by a slipping clutch? As the F.N. receded into the distance, the 
writer's brother, perhaps intent on retaining the family laurels, crackled 
past in pursuit with his "peashooter" Harley sounding quite healthy in 
spite of having five seasons of racing to its credit, though it seemed 
doubtful if he could make any impression on Ted, whose mount was 
really going places. But—incredibly bad luck!—the end of the first lap 
saw the F.N. hors de combat with slipped ignition timing, and Maurie 
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took the lead, retaining it until the finish without being unduly worried 
by Vic Browne (A.J.S.) or Norm Gray (A.J.S.), who finished second and 
third. The winner’s time of 11 min. 24 sec. was a good deal slower 
than usual for this event, but after the first lap he had only gone fast 
enough to keep ahead of the rest of the field. 


The crowd needed further “disciplining” before the next race, a 6- 
mile light car handicap, could eventually get under way. A. D. Tench 
(Singer) won this, with Reg Poore (Morris Minor) second and Jack 
Busch (Austin) third. The next event, a 12-mile motorcycle open handi- 
cap, provided perhaps the best racing of the day. “Gillie” Robinson, a 
youthful private owner, rode a splendid race to bring his 350 Harley 
into first place in the very creditable time of 10 min. 50 sec., in spite 
of twice being baulked at the turning flag by the crowd encroaching on 
the corner. Wally Bradshaw brought his B.S.A. home in second place 
and Lew Evans took third after a terrific ride from the scratch mark. 
An 8-mile light car handicap, again won by A. B. Tench, wound up a 
somewhat hectic afternoon. 


This meeting provoked considerable discussion on the future of 
beach racing, it being evident that unless something could be done to 
. drastically improve control of the spectators there was a chance that 
beach racing might have to be abandoned. 


Friday, November 13, and Saturday, November 14 (A. & P. Show 
week-end) gave members lots of opportunity for action. At the invita- 
tion of the Pines Beach Gala Committee, the club organised a beach 
meeting at this popular resort which had a great reception from the 
holiday-making public. Tommy Rossiter scored a couple of long-over- 
due wins on his Douglas in the 4 and 6-mile events, while Tom Mc- 
Cleary took the 8-miler. Later in the afternoon the riders staged a 
series of novelty events on the Domain oval. The whole affair was a 
great success. The next day, Saturday, saw another attempt to run a 
combined light car and motorcycle gymkhana at the Show Grounds. 
Perfect weather attended the venture on this occasion, and a large crowd 
witnessed the events. 


November 28 saw a new departure, as far as the Pioneer Club was 
concerned, with the staging of a grass track meeting at the Rangiora 
Racecourse, the scene of two race meetings organised by another club, 
now defunct, five or six years previously. The weather was good and the 
track, although somewhat dry and dusty, in fair condition. Competition 
was confirmed to local riders, no northerners apparently deeming it 
worth while to make the trip down. But the local boys put up an ex- 
cellent show, though a familiar figure was missing in the person of Tom 
McCleary, who in practice the previous Saturday had had the wretched 
luck to break his left arm in a fall caused by his machine jumping 
out of gear on a corner and causing him to run off the track. Wally 
Thomas (Douglas) and Ron Carpenter (J.A.P.) were in fine fettle and 
both broke Jack Hore’s 6-year-old track record of 63 4/5 sec. Wally 
reduced this to 61 4/5 sec. on his first run, and then Ron pruned an- 
other 1 3/5 seconds off Wally’s time (it should be remembered that the 
course was 1% miles and not the usual one-mile circuit). These two riders 
each won a race during the afternoon, and others who collected first 
places were Reg Palmer (Velocette), Rewi Dixon (H-D), and Wally 
Bradshaw (B.S.A.). Although the club didn’t make a fortune from this 
fixture, there was a surplus after expenses and prize-money had been 
paid, and riders and spectators seemed to thoroughly enjoy the after- 
noon’s sport. / 
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The year was drawing to a close and but one event remained on 
the club calendar before 1932 was ushered in. This was a sporting trial 
held on December 13, in which twenty-four starters—twelve motorcycles 
and an equal number of light cars—took off for Craigieburn. Both the 
out and home journey incorporated some special tests, including a timed 
hill climb and a stop-and-restart test. Norman Anderson (Matchless 
"Silver Arrow”), Ted Bradshaw (B.S.A.), and Alf Haden (Rudge) topped 
the motorcycle contingent with 1000 points each and Clive Crozier 
and Hume Christie also returned perfect scores for the car drivers. This 
was a most enjoyable event, in which the social side blended nicely 
with a not-too-serious attitude towards the loss of a stray point or two, 
and was an excellent wind-up to the year, which, all things considered, 
had seen most events very well supported. 


Although the country’s deteriorating economy was reflected in fewer 
entries for most of the club’s events in 1932, the sport did not by any 
means slump. Thanks to a keen and energetic committee things were 
kept on the move throughout the year in excellent fashion, and the re- 
duced tempo as compared with more prosperous years was accepted 
as inevitable. Оп the evening of January 20, two motorcycle football 
teams, captained by Ted Bradshaw and Lew Evans, played an exhibition 
match on Brighton Beach as part of an entertainment organised in aid 
of the Mayor’s distress fund. Cyril Hayward acted as referee and kept 
things moving with minimum use of the whistle, though the teams 
mixed it with a will. And it went over very well with the public. 
Another beach event, but of a more serious type, was run on the 30th, 
when five races, including the 16-mile 500 c.c. championship, were 
decided in good weather and beach conditions. A 4-mile novice race 
was won by a visitor, A. E. Hall, from Timaru, on an o.h.c. AJ.S. 
Campbell Gread brought his well-used Rudge into second place and 
Ted Bradshaw on his Е.М. took third. Hall and Gread also occupied 
first and second places in the 12-mile open handicap, but this time Lew 
Evans brought his Rudge into third spot from the scratch mark. Two 
light car handicaps of 8 miles each were won by Hume Christie and 
B. J. Tench. The main event, the 500 c.c. championship of 16 miles, 
attracted a fair entry, though Alex Smith, the previous year’s winner, 
wasn't a starter. Two three-fifties rolled out to the starting line to do 
battle with the five-hundreds— Ted Bradshaw with his F.N. and the 
writer, who having nothing larger available, had decided just for old 
times sake to use the KTT Velo. At half-distance, the order was Lew 
Evans (Rudge), Ron Carpenter (O.K.-Supreme), and the writer, whose 
350 was proving more than a match for all but the two leading 500's. 
This was the order of finishing, the times being 13 min. 37 4/5 sec, 13 
min. 43 sec., and 13 min. 52 sec. While the times of the first three were 
considerably faster than that recorded by the previous titleholder, they 
still did not approach Eric Burmeister's remarkable 1930 time of 13 
min. 15. sec., which seemed as though it was likely to stand for some 
time yet. 


March 12 saw another Brighton grass track meeting, the main event 
being the N.Z. Open Championship of 12 miles, which had attracted, as 
well as local stars, such distinguished visitors as Percy Coleman, Harry 
Mangham, Reg Ranby, Bill Viggers and Alan Crighton. However, Cole- 
man was forced to view the proceedings from the sidelines, as the 
Union Steam Ship Co. had seen fit to leave his mount on the Welling- 
ton wharf—an extremely annoying slip-up which left Percy minus a 
steed for the occasion. Once the race got under way it was seen that 
Reg Ranby was the man to beat, and his screaming Douglas easily 
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led the field, with Harry Mangham holding a watching brief a few hun- 
dred yards astern. Harry was riding Reg’s “second string,” the battle- 
scarred 1925 Indian 4-valve which had carried Reg to victory on so 
many past occasions, but was now slightly passé. Harry’s mount had 
blown up in practice and Reg had sportingly offered him the Indian. 
But at about half-distance, a plug went out of action on the Douglas 
and Reg dropped back several places while Harry went into the lead, 
the ancient redskin being still too fast for the rest of the entry. After 
one or two “single-cylinder” laps, the Douglas got going on two again, 
and Reg proceeded to make up for lost time in such good fashion that 
by the finish he had caught the entire field again with the exception of 
Mangham. Allan Crighton (Dunedin) brought his Rudge home in third 
place. As was generally the custom at Brighton track events, the local 
boys accounted for all the handicap races, with the exception of the 
Brighton Open of 5 miles, which was won by Bill Viggers of Welling- 
ton on an O.K.-Supreme. Other first place winners were Ron Car- 
penter (J.A.P.), Ernie Brown (H-D), Tommy Rossiter (H-D), and A. V. 
Hunter (Norton). This meeting compared very favourably with pre- 
vious events, though the non-appearance of Coleman was a disappoint- 
ment to the public. 


The annual hill climb was held later than usual this year, due to the 
difficulty of finding a new course to replace the famous old hill on Mr 
Cracroft Wilson’s property which had been the scene of so many ex- 
citing contests but was no longer available. А substitute was finally 
located on the property of Mr J. Narbey and permission obtained to 
hold the event in April. The new hill was about 30 yards shorter than 
the old course, and the gradient not as severe, though the surface was 
rougher in places. Only two classes were run—an up-to-350 c.c. and a 
free-for-all. In the former event, the three placed men—Ted Bradshaw 
(F.N.), G. Hockley (Velocette) and Tommy Rossiter (H-D) all went 
over the top, Ted recording 12 seconds flat, which turned out to be 
fastest of the day. Їп the open, Ted again went over in a winning 
ride of 13 sec., with Tom McCleary and Wilf Mulholland tieing for 
second with 13 1/5 each. In a run-off Tom subsequently got his time 
down to 12 3/5 sec. 





Whether on account of the change of venue, or the smaller entries 
which were beginning to be noticeable in many events, this event did not 
seem to be as exciting as in former years. 


The annual major reliability trial, a two-day affair, was run on May 
7 and 8, over a course which included all the usual highways and by- 
ways on the Peninsula on the first day and to Kaikoura and return on 
the second. Alf Haden (O.K.-Supreme) and Norman Anderson (Match- 
less "Silver Arrow") tied with 1000 points each, the only perfect scores, 
with Tom McCleary in second place with 995 points. The writer used a 
coil-ignition model Velocette in this event (one of the less successful 
efforts from this justly famous factory) and after an uneventful first 
day's run was proceeding satisfactorily somewhere in the vicinity of 
Omihi on the following day when a smell of burning rubber became 
noticeable and smoke issued from the headlamp, coincidental with the 
engine stopping. Investigation disclosed that the wiring had melted into 
a gooey mass of about the consistency of well-masticated chewing-gum, 
while the ammeter was glowing a cheerful cherry-red. The resultant 
loss of time while repairs were being effected, with points going down 
the drain at the rate of five per minute, convinced the writer that this 
wasn't his lucky day, and he turned around and headed for home. 
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A miniature Т.Т. held at Rolleston on June 11 did not attract many 
entries, and instead of splitting them up into classes they were all 
lumped into a free-for-all event. Ted Bradshaw won this with a stylish 
ride on the F.N., with Vic Browne (A.J.S.) second, and Lew Evans, try- 
ing out a twin O.K.-Supreme in this sort of event for the first time, 
very close behind Vic in third place. 

About 100 members left the city on the morning of Sunday, July 
10, in rather dreary weather, for a picnic at Loburn Domain, where 
the weather, happily, was warm and sunny, and a most enjoyable time 
was had by all. A similar event took place the following month, in 
which Porter’s Pass was the venue. 

On Sunday, September 18, a sporting trial to Lake Lyndon drew 
quite an encouraging entry. "Sporting" was an apt description of this 
event, and the reporter who described it as “the most arduous short- 
distance trial conducted within recent years" was not very wide of 
the mark. Heavy rain for some days previous had made the course 
almost impassable in places, and the road into Lake Lyndon, never any- 
thing to write home about, was in places almost hub-deep in mud 
and strewn here and there with hopelessly mired cars. The 1928 350 
c.c. Rudge which the writer used in this event was one of those machines 
which remain a pleasant memory in after years. Although scarred, 
dented, and generally scruffy, it handled like a dream, and ploughed 
through deep mud, river-bed shingle, and slush-filled ruts as if on 
rails. The writer's first place in this event was largely due to the 
remarkable handling qualities of this little machine. Alf Haden (O.K.- 
Supreme) was second and Vic Browne (B.S.A.) third. 

If competition events were getting less support than in more pros- 
perous years, this could not be said of the 1932 Opening Run, for a 
crowd estimated at 1,700 to 2,000 made this popular fixture one of the 
most successful for years. The Ashburton Club was present in force, 
as in previous years, and the oval at Waihora Park was an animated 
scene. 

A 50-miler, and two shorter races, made the beach programme of 
November 5 an interesting one. Entries were good, the day was pleasant, 
and the beach was smooth. А 4-mile novice event went to George Le 
Vaillant from Barry's Bay, riding his very swift 350 KSS Velocette, 
with Ernie Brown (H-D) second and Percy Lunn (A.J.S.) third. The 
6-mile open handicap was won by Ron Carpenter (O.K.-Supreme) from 
the scratch mark, with Le Vaillant second and Vic Browne (A.J.S.) 
third. The writer started in this race on a brand-new, just-out-of-the- 
case 499 c.c. R-32 T.T. replica O.K.-Supreme, which was an unknown 
quantity, though before even half a mile had been covered it impressed 
the writer as being the fastest machine he had ever sampled, irrespective 
of engine size. But alas! changing down for the first corner, the plug 
oiled (the special oil supply to the rear of the cylinder had purposely 
been adjusted on the liberal side) and that was that. This put paid to 
the chances of the new machine making an impressive debut, as no 
spare plug was available except a "soft" specimen only suitable for 
warming-up. The plugs in question, incidentally, were the first 14-mm. 
types to be seen in Christchurch and the O.K.-Supreme factory had 
only seen fit to send two with the machine—one “hard” and one “soft” 
—and the former resisted all attempts at cleaning after the oiling-up 
episode, so it was regretfully decided to call it a day as far as serious 
racing was concerned, though a few laps in the 50-mile race were 
covered at a moderate pace using the “warm-up” plug, just to get 
familiar with the O.K.'s handling. Hardly an auspicious debut for a 
machine which in future events, however, was to acquire a formidable 
reputation in the beach-racing sport. 
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The 50-mile event was somewhat of an anti-climax. Alex Smith, 
the scratch man, after going like a bomb for thirty miles or so, experi- 
enced engine trouble with the Altoona Indian and did not finish, and 
the winner, Ron Carpenter, ran out of fuel and pushed his mount about 
150 yards to the finish without being caught by Ernie Brown and George 
Le Vaillant, the second and third placings. Altogether, though, it was 
quite an interesting afternoon’s sport, and the large crowd were more 
amenable to reason than usual. 


At about this time the club succumbed to the “path racing” craze 
which was then popular in English motorcycling circles, and it was 
decided to run a meeting at the Show Grounds using the roads and 
paths which meandered through the grounds. The course as finally 
arranged was a somewhat tortuous affair of about 7/10 of a mile, rea- 
sonably wide in places and narrow in others. Practice was held a week 
before the event, and several tentative competitors (including the writer) 
changed their minds after losing the seats out of their pants, skin off 
their knees and paint off their tanks. The fine gravel with which the 
course was surfaced made negotiating it, as one rider was heard to 
remark, “like trying to skate on ball bearings." But a number of 
keener types were on the job the next Saturday, December 3, and a 
goodly crowd paid admission to see the fun. Wilf Mulholland won the 
first heat after Lew Evans had gone down in a spectacular slide, finish- 
ing up with his O.K.-Supreme wrapped around a tree (fortunately minus 
its rider). Eddie Buckley on a Velocette won heat two, and Stan 
Rhodes riding a Zenith the third. Stan, who was the star of the after- 
noon, also won the final in convincing style, with Ted Bradshaw (Е.М) 
second and Buckley third. The 350 c.c. championship was the scene of 
a duel between Ted Bradshaw and Vic Browne (A.J.S.) in which Ted 
went down while being hotly pursued by Vic, who had no chance of 
avoiding him. In the resultant melee Ted received a badly cut leg and 
was unable to continue. Vic started again and with a fine bit of riding 
caught the riders who had passed him as the result of his fall, and 
finished first ahead of Buckley and Ernie Brown. Two more races 
were held and both were won by Stan Rhodes. All in all, this was 
quite a successful fixture, but it was a pity that the course was really 
unsuitable for speed work. 


The last event of the year was scheduled for December 17 as a 
grass track meeting at Brighton, but so few entries were received that 
the event had to be abandoned. But, considering the times, 1932 had 
been better than perhaps had been anticipated, and for the coming 
year the club's motto was "business as usual." 


А grass track meeting on Ashburton racecourse, in which members 
of the local club co-operated with Pioneer, was held on January 14, 
1933, with fair entries and attendance. Highlight of the afternoon was 
the South Island middleweight championship, which was won by Reg 
Ranby on a somewhat battle-scarred Harley after being chased gamely 
all the way by “local boy" Jack Oakley, who received the lion’s share 
of applause from the railbirds, on a camshaft A.J.S., and Ken Craig 
took third riding an O.E.C.-Jap. Christchurch riders took all the other 
races, barring the consolation, which went to Oakley, and a 3-lap event 
for Ashburton club members which was won by A. Donaldson. Jack 
Hunter (Douglas) took the Seaview Open Handicap, Vic Browne (A J.S.) 
won the Ashburton Open, and George Le Vaillant, all the way from 
Banks Peninsula, had a popular win in the Pioneer Open. The day 
was fine and warm and the 14-mile course smooth, if somewhat dusty, 
and everybody enjoyed themselves. 
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Before the annual hillclimb events were due to be run, consider- 
able discussion had taken place regarding the advisability of a change 
in the type of hill, one faction claiming that the “over the top if you 
can" or "furthest up wins" type of climb, as held for the past several 
years, while undoubtedly spectacular and drawing large crowds, was 
too strenuous for the average private owner. It was a fact that the 
majority of entries had come from the trade in the past, or from riders 
sponsored by firms. It also had to be admitted that there was always 
the chance that a private owner could find himself involved in con- 
siderable expense in the event of a mishap (in one particularly strenu- 
ous event, several gearboxes were torn out by the roots in the course of 
the afternoon). On the other hand it was argued that the American- 
type climb had always been one of the chief attractions of the club 
season and always drew large crowds. However, it was eventually 
decided that the interests of the private owners should be a prime con- 
sideration on the part of the club, and a committee appointed to find 
a less strenuous type of course finally came up with one at McCormack’s 
Bay—a road, or more correctly a track, about }-mile in length and 
with three acute bends. Thus the curtain was finally rung down on the 
"Leaping Lenas" of the old-time hillclimbs, not without considerable 
regret from some of the "diehards —which, it must be admitted, in- 
cluded the writer! Anyhow, on February 18, a goodly crowd assembled 
at McCormack's Bay to witness the “new look" hillclimb. The entry 
was certainly composed of nearly 100% private owners and the advo- 
cates of the new type of event went around with "I told you so" ex- 
pressions on their faces. The 350 c.c. class was won by Bill Needham 
(Calthorpe) with Vic Browne (A.J.S.) second. Denny Blackwell (Ariel) 
made no bones about taking the 500 c.c. class, and Vic Browne, who 
changed over to a B.S.A. for this event, took second. Third was Joe 
Deyell on a Matchless. While perhaps lacking the spectacle and close 
competition of the past hillclimbs, it was nevertheless a good after- 
noon's sport and the turnout of private owners appeared to justify 
the change. 


March 11 was the occasion of a light car hili climb which was a 
rather unexciting affair. The standard sedan class had only five starters 
and was won easily by Hume Christie driving a Wolseley Hornet. Jack 
Tench won the sports class in his Singer Sports from three other 
starters. 


Much more exciting was the beach meeting of March 18, a five-event 
programme which included the 350 c.c. and 500 c.c. championships. First 
race was an 8-mile open which provided the closest finish seen for many 
a day when Ernie Brown (H-D) crossed the finish line just 1/5 sec. 
ahead. of scratch тап Alex Smith (A.J.S.). Lew Evans came in third 
on his Rudge. The 350 Championship drew four entries, but Ron Car- 
penter (O.K.-Supreme) had the bad luck to shear a sprocket key just 
before the start and was unable to come to the line. George Le Vail- 
lant, one of the most enthusiastic private owners in beach racing, brought 
his KSS Velo. into first place, in the good time of 10 min. 29 sec., from 
which quite a few seconds could have been deducted if he hadn't dras- 
tically overshot one corner. Ernie Brown brought the evergreen pea- 
shooter Harley into second place, and Bill Needham (Calthorpe) was 
third. Two light car events were run. A. D. Tench (Singer) won the 
16-mile and H. Hayward brought his Austin 7 home from the limit 
mark in the 8-mile event. In the 16-mile 500 c.c. Championship, eight 
came to the line, and beach racing fans were divided in their opinions 
as to whether the winner would come from Lew Evans (Rudge), Alex 
Smith (A.J.S.), or the writer, who was giving the new O.K.-Supreme its 
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second “gallop” апа was determined that there would be no more plug- 
oiling episodes. However, after the field settled down after the rolling 
start, the writer knew that barring mishaps the O.K. had the legs of 
the rest by a considerable margin, including Alex’s formidable “Denly” 
camshaft Ajay. And so it proved, for although winning the race at 
the record average of 78.6 m.p.h. the O.K. still had a lot up its sleeve, 








Cornering on Sand—1934 Style! 


and it has always been rather a matter for regret on the writer’s part that 
he did not push the machine along fast enough to average exactly 80 
m.p.h., which would have been well within its capabilities. Lew Evans, 
the previous year’s winner, brought the Rudge home in second place, 
and Stan Rhodes (Zenith) was third. Alex Smith met trouble and did 
not finish. The time, 12 min. 13 sec., was a new record, the previous 
fastest being the 13 min. 15 sec. recorded by Eric Burmeister in win- 
ning the 1930 event. However, the latter’s performance is outstand- 
ing in that it was made on a 350 c.c. machine from a standing start 
as against the writer’s on a 500 c.c. machine from a rolling start. 


April 1 was the date of the flying mile record attempts, for which 
considerable preparation had been made by several riders, but which 
for various reasons beyond the club's control turned out to be a fiasco. 
The beach was in terrible condition and after a few exploratory tours of 
the course the majority of competitors, including all the riders of the 
fast five-hundreds, packed up for the afternoon. А handful of riders 
of smaller or slower models decided to make runs over the mile, 
though the officials were not really happy about it, for as well as the 
wet and bumpy course the riders had to contend with the most unruly 
crowd of spectators for some time.  Fruitless appeals were made to 
them to give the riders a chance to use the higher and dryer portion 
of the course but all to no purpose, and they persisted in pressing for- 
ward to such an extent that at least one rider abandoned his attempt 
about halfway through the mile. In addition to these half-wits, it seem- 
ed as though every dog-owner within ten miles had chosen this particu- 
lar afternoon to exercise his pooch on the beach, and a horde of yap- 
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ping canines made an additional hazard for riders and officials. А 
herd of moronic cyclists who persisted in cutting capers all over the 
course added the final touch to the afternoon. The local evening paper 
commented that “it was inconceivable that the public could be so 
utterly brainless.” Of the half-dozen or so riders who managed to 
make the run over the mile, the best time was recorded by Lionel 
Homer (350 O.K.-Supreme) at 83.8 m.p.h. Only two 500’s made the 
run, Reg Ranby’s Douglas doing an unspectacular 79 m.p.h. and Hermie 
Dunlop’s Matchless 77.4. A very creditable showing was made by Len 
Harrington, who put his little 250 “ridden-to-work-every-day” O.K.- 
Supreme over the mile at 67.8 m.p.h. It was a most disappointing 
afternoon, as given reasonable conditions it had been expected that 
Wally Kilmister’s N.Z. beach record of 104.8 m.p.h. would be broken 
by two or three riders. In a privately timed run over a measured half- 
mile a few days previously the writer had comfortably exceeded this 
figure on the R-32 O.K.-Supreme, and felt confident that the record 
was as good as in his pocket. Moral—"never count your chickens— 
etc., etc." 


A strenuous two-day trial on April 7 and 8 drew an entry of fif- 
teen motorcycles and thirteen light cars, but reports regarding the state 
of the course for the Saturday's run resulted in all but three of the 
car entries withdrawing, and the car section was therefore declared 
"off." Heavy rain for several days prior to the event had made the 
"tit-bits" of the Peninsula course almost impassable, and on the first 
day's run several competitors met their Waterloo on Western Valley, 
the old cattle track, or the Jubilee track out of Wainui, and the ranks 
were somewhat depleted by the time officials mustered the riders for 
the start on the Sunday morning, and sent them on their way to 
Craigieburn River, which had to be crossed four times, was well above 
normal. Only two competitors, Ted Bradshaw (New Hudson) and the 
writer (Rudge) got through this section non-stop, and extensive drying- 
out operations took heavy toll of the scores of many competitors. The 
Bruce Creek was so heavily flooded that any attempt at negotiating it 
Was obviously foolhardy, but as it had to be crossed somehow, the 
competitors co-operated in manhandling the machines over the chilly 
and surging stream. If the previous day’s run had been thought 
severe, the Sunday’s course was perhaps even more strenuous, and more 
retirements cut down the number of finishers to a mere handful. Results 
were: Hockley (Rudge), no points lost, Ist; Bradshaw (New Hudson), 2; 
and Urry (B.S.A.), 3rd. Perhaps the second place man, Ted Brad- 
shaw, deserved something extra special in the way of a “hard luck 
price,” for, but for his extremely bad luck in losing his headlamp rim 
and glass while negotiating an extra-bumpy bit of “roughery,” Ted 
would also have finished with a perfect score. 


A miniature T.T. at Rolleston on May 13 did not attract as many 
entries as had been hoped for, and so the machines were not divided 
into classes according to engine size but put into two heats and a final 
on a handicap basis. Vic Browne, always a hard man to beat in this 
type of event, won the first heat, and Denny Blackwell, also rapidly 
making a reputation for himself, took the second heat. Vic won the 
final after a hectic duel with Denny. 


The week-end following, a social run to Lake Lyndon attracted 
a fair muster. The weather and conditions left little to be desired, but 
the ice on the lake was too thin to risk riding on as had been intended. 
Nevertheless, a most enjoyable day was spent. 
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А half-day trial, which the organisers announced as not severe 
enough to be called a “sporting” event, was run on September 9 and 
drew twelve starters. The decline in trials entries was noticeable, and 
seemed to indicate that this type of event was not as popular as in 
the past. On the other hand, the economic condition may have had 
some bearing on the situation, as it was noticeable that social runs and 
sports days, which did not involve competitors in very much expense, 
were well supported. In this particular event, the non-strenuous nature 
of the going probably accounted for five of the twelve starters tieing. 
A fine performance was that of Sid Loader, who won the special award 
for the best performance by a first-year private owner. 

A social run to Loburn Domain on September 17 was a tremendous 
success, and seemed to point to the fact that, for the time being anyway, 
this type of event was more popular than the more serious type. Sports 
and motorcycle football occupied most of the day. Vic Browne's team 
defeated Buckley's by 2-nil. Another well-supported fixture was the 
Opening Run to Motukarara on October 8, when in spite of dull 
weather more than 1000 attended. 

Another enjoyable event was a Labour week-end camping run to 
Hanmer, in spite of chilly conditions. Camp was made on the north 
bank of the Hanmer River, about four miles from the township, the 
first arrivals getting there at about 5 o'clock on the Saturday. Heavy 
snow on Jollie's Pass on the Monday defeated efforts to get more than 
a mile or two. А cold but cheerful crowd arrived back in town on 
Monday evening. 

A social pillion trial scheduled for November 8 had to be post- 
poned on account of weather conditions and was held over until the 
coming year. November 19 saw a most successful sports day at Rol- 
leston. Harry Butcher and a band of willing assistants had put in a 
great deal of spade work to ensure the day being a success, and they 
had every reason to congratulate themselves on the result. The run 
out to the venue took the form of a speed-judging contest, all speedo- 
meters being sealed. Ап observed watersplash was also included in the 
course. Vic Browne made the best performance with a time error of 
only 22 seconds. There was a varied programme of sports events, end- 
ing with a miniature T.T., in which Vic Browne won the open class 
and Matt Grant on his Levis took the 2-stroke class. Vic amassed 
the highest total points for the day with 22, Matt Grant coming second 
with 19 and Eddie Buckley in third place with 14. This was an eminent- 
ly successful fixture. 

With the exception of the 12-mile 350 c.c. championship, which 
drew only three starters, entries for the beach meeting held on Decem- 
ber 9 were good. Conditions were poor, however, and the lower por- 
tion of the beach was so heavy that the course was shortened to a one- 
mile lap. Eddie Buckley (H-D) won the 4-mile novice event, Vic 
Ettwell being the only other finisher. The watery conditions caused 
several retirements. Vic Browne (A.J.S.), Eddie Buckley (H-D) and the 
writer with an O.K.-Supreme were the only starters in the 350 cham- 
pionship, and after some changing of positions in the first few miles 
the result was: Hockley 1, Buckley 2, Browne 3. A 16-mile open went 
to Joe Deyell (Ariel) with Browne and Buckley in the next two places. 
Two light car races were run, and it must be admitted that for once, 
these events were more exciting than the motorcycle races. Charlie 
Blacklock, the well-known speedway rider, made his debut as a car 
driver on the beach by winning the 6-mile race in a Singer, while Ken 
Wilkin and Bert Tench also brought Singers home in second and third 
spots. These three also accounted for the 12-mile event, but in a dif- 
ferent order—Wilkins 1, Tench 2, and Blacklock 3. 
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Last event of 1933 was a very well attended gymkhant at Kairaki 
with a varied list of events. Motorcycle football proved a crowd- 
pleaser and Vic Browne’s team defeated Ed Buckley’s in a very thrill- 
ing contest. Two miniature T.T. races were held, tthe first being not- 
abie for a thrilling tussle for first place between Vic Browne (A.J.S.) 
and Matt Grant on his screaming Levis 2-stroke, Vic winning by a nar- 
row margin. Eddie Buckley won the second race. 


Thus, 1933 wound up on a very cheerful note. The country as a 
whole was still in the grip of the depression, though conditions were 
perhaps slowly improving, but the club was more than holding its own, 
though it was obvious that the more ambitious events of past years 
would have to wait until prosperity returned before being put back 
on the club’s programme. 


1934 kicked off with the annual inter-club rally at Seaview, Ash- 
burton, and in spite of unfavourable weather conditions in Christchurch, 
which probably caused some of the “regulars” to hesitate about making 
the trip, the crowd at Seaview was certainly not smaller than that of 
previous years. 


The McCormack’s Bay hillclimb—the second to be held at this venue 
—was run on February 3. Good entries and good weather made for a 
fine afternoon’s sport. Laurie Cooke made fastest time in the 250 c.c. 
event on his Ariel Colt and Frank Webb, also Ariel-mounted, rode ex- 
cellently to bring his side-valve model into second place. The 350 class 
saw a close go between Vic Browne (A.J.S.) and Joff Bourne (Calthorpe) 
with Vic getting the verdict with a time of 53 1/5 sec. Vic got this 
down to 50 3/5 in winning the 500 c.c. class, George Urry (B.S.A. Blue 
Star) taking second. Sensation of the day, though, was young Sid 
Loader’s win in the unlimited class with a time of 50 1/5 sec., fastest 
of the day. Vic had to be content with second place in this event. Sid 
also took the award for best performance by a novice, and George 
Urry was runner-up. Denny Blackwell provided some excitement in 
the 500 event when his gearbox suddenly found itself a neutral just as 
he was negotiating the second corner, and his forward motion became 
reversed in the proverbial twinkling of an eye. Fortunately his progress 
backward was arrested by his crankcase grounding on boulders. 


. Loburn Domain, the scene of several successful previous gather- 
ings, was visited on February 11 for a sports day, including motor- 
cycle football. 


The annual major reliability trial, held on the week-end of Feb- 
ruary 17 and 18, was run over a Banks Peninsula course, much of 
which had been used in previous trials. Good weather made Saturday’s 
run an enjoyable one. Of the 13 starters, 8 arrived at the Port Levy 
check on time, but the remaining five were slow in putting in an appear- 
ance. Jt transpired that Joff Bourne had skidded off the road on a 
bend, without any serious effects except a somewhat battered machine, 
and the riders following him had stayed to give him some assistance. 
He was able to limo into Port Levy, but decided to retire. Another 
unfortunate was Wally Rosengrave, who had dropped out of sight early 
on the first day, but turned up at the finish per bicycle, ruefully dis- 
playing a pocketful of gears, mostly minus teeth, which had caused his 
retirement. Norman Anderson, who had put up good showings in 
several previous trials, was unlucky in having the engine of his Match- 
less “Silver Arrow” tighten up while making the climb out of Western 
Valley, and was also forced to retire. Rain on the second day’s run 
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made conditions unpleasant, though the roads were not affected. George 
Urry (B.S.A.) was a popular winner, losing no points, while Vic Browne 
(А.Ј.5.) was a mere half point behind him in second place. Cliff 
Reynolds (Ariel) took third with 997 points. In addition to his outright 
win, George also took the private owner award. 


The Brighton grass track meeting in March was confined to local 
talent, no northern entries being received. Nevertheless, some good 
racing was witnessed by a fair crowd, and the weather was favourable. 
The final of the Waimairi Open Handicap was won by Jack Hunter 
(Douglas) with Dan Higgins (J.A.P.) and Ken Craig (O.E.C.-J.A.P.) in 
the next two places. Higgins won the Brighton Open, the second man 
being Alan Veale (Ariel) and Craig again filing third place. The 
Pioneer Open went to “Squeak” Rhodes (J.A.P.), who just pipped 
Sid Preddy for first place. Sid was using his S.P.S. (Sid Preddy Special) 
and although we are unable to recall what the S.P.S. consisted of, it 
certainly didn't let the grass grow under its wheels. Vic Browne was 
third in this event, but in the next race—the President's Open—he 
finished first ahead of Rhodes and Sid Loader (A.J.S.). Sid Preddy 
won the Searell Open from Rewi Dixon (H-D) and Bill Dumpleton 
(A.J.S.), and the consolation went to Eddie Buckley, who had been “оп 
the outer" most of the day in spite of trying hard. 


Many conflicting opinions were voiced as to whether the absence 
of northern riders accounted for the smaller attendance, but while this 
was probably so, the club was unable to provide the amount of prize 
money as in more prosperous years and the reluctance of riders from 
other centres to make the trip for small rewards was understandable. 

This meeting was marred by a triple crash in practice on the pre- 
vious evening which resulted in the death of T. C. Lloyd, who skidded 
on the bend going into the back straight and hit the fence heavily. His 
riderless machine hit Jack Forbes, who went through the fence, luckily 
escaping serious injury, though he was unconscious for some time. Jack 
Hunter was also hit but though he parted company with his machine he 
was practically unhurt. This was the first fatality on the Brighton 
Course. Before the commencement of racing on the Saturday after- 
noon, competitors, officials and spectators observed one minute's sil- 
ence as a mark of respect to the deceased rider. 

A camp was held at Hanmer over the Easter period, and the 
weather was a little more favourable than the previous year, when 
heavy snow was experienced. 


Beach races on April 7 were a rather mixed bag, consisting of a 6- 
mile open, a two-way flying half-mile in three classes, and the annual 
16-mile 500 c.c. championship. ‘The beach was in fair shape and the 
large crowd behaved itself reasonably for a welcome change. The 
6-mile handicap event to Lew Evans on a 250 O.K.-Supreme, with 
Eddie Buckley (H-D) chasing him hard, and Vic Ettwell (Ariel) in 
third place. Some quite good times were registered in the flying half- 
mile, riders being timed over both ways of the course. Lew put his 
little O.K. through the trap with a mean time of 24 2/5 sec., and Eddie 
Buckley on his venerable Harley was top man of the three-fifties with 
23 2/5. Len Harrington (O.K.-Supreme) took the 500 class with 20 1/5. 
The 16-mile 500 Championship attracted eight starters, and a three- 
cornered tussle had been anticipated between Alex Smith, Lew Evans 
and the writer, but unfortunately Lew's Ulster Rudge had packed up 
in no uncertain fashion a day or two previously and Lew had very 
sportingly turned out on his little 250. As in the previous year’s event, 
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the writer’s O.K.-Supreme had too many horses for the rest of the 
field and finished without being pushed (literally or figuratively!) in 
the comparatively slow time of 13 min. 5 2/5 sec., some 52 sec. slower 
than the previous year. Alex Smith came in second in 13 min. 32 sec., 
after intermittent trouble with his gear change, and Lew Evans’ 250 
O.K. outlasted the rest of the field to take third place. No car races 
were held on this occasion. 


Shipley’s farm was the scene of a very successful sports day and 
miniature T.T. on Sunday. April 21. Laurie Cooke and his Ariel took 
the 250 c.c. class, while Vic Browne (A.J.S.) as usual was too good for 
the rest of the field in the 350 event. The 500 c.c. event was won by 
Sid Loader, who was rapidly making a name for himself in all forms of 
competition. Vic Browne repeated in the 5-lap handicap, Eddie Buck- 
ley and Reg Hyde filling the next two places. Reg, incidentally, looked 
as though he might be one man to watch in future events of this kind. 

A sporting trial scheduled for May failed to attract the 15 entries 
which the committee had decided must constitute the minimum number 
for which to run a trial, and the event was postponed. 


Another event which had to be postponed, though happily not on 
account of lack of entries, was the McCormack’s Bay hillclimb. Recent 
rain had made the course unusable and it looked as though it would be 
some time before it was fit to ride on. An effort was made to find 
an alternate venue, and, thanks largely to the energy and enterprise of 
Russ Lovegrove, the St. Andrews Hill road course was for the first 
time made available to the club. This event, on June 9, was the fore- 
runner of many exciting contests on this course, and on this first 
occasion, as in future years, it was an unqualified success. The Heath- 
cote County Council’s traffic officer, Don Hopwood, rendered invalu- 
able service by controlling the traffic, and a large crowd witnessed 
the events, which were divided into two classes—up to 350 c.c. and 
unlimited. Only a second separated the first three riders in the former 
event. Joff Bourne shaded Vic Browne by 3/5 of a second, doing the 
course in 29 2/5 sec., while Eddie Buckley did 30 1/5 sec. to take third. 
In the unlimited class Len Harrington made a faultless climb on his 
O.K.-Supreme in 26 3/5 sec. to register “f.t.d.” Russ Lovegrove put his 
Norton over the course in 28 sec. and took second place, just 2/5 sec. 
ahead of Bill Nelson, also Norton-mounted. A sealed handicap event 
was won by Jack Brewer (Sunbeam). There were 17 starters in the 
three events, which was most encouraging to the organizers. 


Entries in general seemed to be taking an upward trend, for another 
Shipley's farm miniature T.T. meeting on June 16 drew the largest field 
of the season to date. Nige Newton (Ariel) won the 3-lap novice han- 
dicap and showed a glimpse of his future form. The 350 c.c. 5-lap 
scratch event was run in two heats and a final, the ultimate winner 
being Vic Browne, who seemed to have a perpetual lease of 350 c.c. 
miniature Т.Т. events. Eddie Buckley took second. In the 500 c.c. 
event, so numerous were the starters that they were split into three 
heats and a final, which went to Jack Brewer and his Sunbeam—also 
a hint of things to come! Nige Newton was second and Russ Love- 
grove third. Joff Bourne, Eddie Buckley and Nige Newton finished in 
that order in the 6-lap open handicap. А consolation race ended the 
day's doings, being won by Eddie Buckley, followed by Reg Hyde and 
Russ Lovegrove. Reg Hyde showed that his previous "Shipley's" form 
was no fluke by turning in the fastest lap of the day—48 1/S sec. 


63 





Bad luck dogged two attempts to hold a sports day at Harewood, | 
and this event was finally abandoned until later in the season, but a | 
flexibility trial on September 8 was held in perfect weather at Hals- 
well, where riders were put over a 600 yards course with one fast and 
one slow run each. Although this event was perhaps not spectacular, 
the large crowd seemed to find it interesting enough. Observers exer- 
cised strict control over the slow runs, in which no footing or clutch 
slipping was permitted. Nige Newton won the 500 c.c. class with a time 
of 3 min. 28 sec., representing the difference between his fast and slow 
runs, with the McClurg brothers, Ron and Maurie, filling the next two 
positions. The 350 c.c. event went to Laurie Cooke with a difference of 
2 min. 56 sec., followed by George Bennett and Eddie Buckley. 


Twenty-one entries testified to the unwaning popularity of beach 
racing when a four-race programme was run later in the same month. 
A welcome visitor was Temuka's Tom King with his newly acquired 
Sunbeam. A 4-mile novice event opened the programme, and was 
won by Nige Newton (Ariel) making his beach debut. Tom King took 
second place from the scratch mark and Joff Bourne (Calthorpe) was | 
third. An 8-mile open was won by Bourne, with George Le Vaillant | 
(O.K.-Supreme) in second place and George Urry (Ariel) third. А 4- | 
mile event in which benzole, alcohol, and any other “witches’ brews” | 
were banned and "straight gas" only was permitted, was won by Tom | 
King. George Bennett (Norton) and George Urry (Ariel) filled second 
and third spots. Bourne repeated his earlier success in the last race, a 
6-mile open. Ron Carpenter (A.J.S.) and Vic Browne (A.J.S.) were 
second and third. 


On October 13, a series of half-mile sprints, both standing and fly- 
ing starts, were held on a hitherto untried course on the edge of the 
estuary at the lower end of Pleasant Point Domain. The surface was 
very much firmer than the sand of the sea beach and some excellent 
performances were made. The measured half-mile course, owing to | 
the contour of the beach, had a curve in it, but this did not appear | 
to affect performances. First to be run were the standing start events, | 
the 250 c.c. class being won by Art Lamport at 56 m.p.h., and the open | 
by Nige Newton at 65.3 m.p.h. These two filled the same positions in 
the flying start event, Art returning a very creditable 71.6 m.p.h. on his | 
little “сатту” O.K.-Supreme, and Nige doing a startling 84.1 on his | 
1930 Ariel—a credit to the Newton tuning! Two 3-mile races, over a | 
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half-mile course, were won by Alex Smith (A.J.S.) апа Joff Bourne 
(Calthorpe). This event was well patronised and the new venue seemed 
to meet with the approval of competitors and spectators. 


The annual Opening Run took place on Sunday, October 28, and 
Waihora Park was again the scene of a large gathering. Pioneer 
defeated Corsair by 1 goal to nil in a willingly contested motorcycle 
football match, and in addition to the usual sports events, grass track 
races around the oval provided plenty of excitement. 


The November miniature T.T. meeting at Harewood provided some 
of the best racing yet seen on the Shipley’s farm course. A 3-lap 
Newcomers’ Handicap was won by H. Flitcroft (Norton) with Johnny 
Houlden (Calthorpe) and Alex Smith (A.J.S.) filling second and third 
places. The 350 4-lap scratch event went to Joff Bourne (Calthorpe). 
Laurie Cooke put up a fine showing on his little 250 Ariel to finish 
second, and Vic Browne was third. Nige Newton easily won the 4- 
lap 500 scratch event, while T. Gorinski (A.J.S.) and George Bennett 
(Calthorpe) had a fine scrap for the next placings. Vic Browne and 
Nige Newton won the 4-lap and 8-lap open handicaps. The Champions 
Match Races saw some terrific riding by Reg Hyde and Nige Newton, 
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Reg taking the first race by 3/5 of a second from Nige, and: winning by 
an even narrower margin in the second. However, in the lap record 
attempts, Newton returned 44 sec., 1 sec. faster than Hyde. Vic 
Browne was fastest 350 man with 46 1/5 and Laurie Cooke turned in 
48 2/5 to take the 250 class. The afternoon’s sport was enjoyed by 
the largest crowd yet seen at “Shipley’s.” 


The St Andrews Hill Climb, run on November 17, went off very 
well, except for the spectators tending to crowd on to the course. This 
contributed to the crash of Len Harrington, who had made such a 
fine showing at the previous St Andrews event, when he won the 500 
c.c. event and made f.t.d. Two sillier-than-average members of the 
public had chosen to park themselves plus bicycles at one of the most 
awkward points on the course, and as a result Len's chances of repeat- 
ing his last season's effort were nipped in the bud when he bit the dust 
as a result of having to take evasive action, and his O.K.-Supreme suf- 
fered a buckled front wheel. А very popular winner of the 500 c.c. 
event was Russ Lovegrove (Norton) with a time of 24 2/5 sec., which 
knocked 2 1/5 sec. off the previous record. Nige Newton (Ariel) was a 
close second, and Vic Browne third. Vic's performance in winning tbe 
350 c.c. event in 25 1/5 sec. was a fine one, and Joff Bourne had to be 
content, for once, with second place. Sid Loader (A.J.S. won the 
Sealed Handicap, with Nige Newton in second place.  Altogether, this 
season's "St Andrews" was well up to previous standards. 


It had been intended to hold a Scott Scramble before the end of 
the year, but two postponements caused it to be abandoned until some 
future date. However, 1934 finished strongly with another miniature 
T.T. meeting on the popular Harewood course, and some exciting rid- 
ing was seen. Actually only three actual races were held, plus record 
attempts, and the rest of the programme was made up of sports events. 
The Champions Open Scratch Race went to Nige Newton and Laurie 
Cooke won both the Pioneer Open and the Harewood Open.  Nige 
Newton got the 500 lap record down to 42 1/5 sec., and Laurie Cooke 
reduced his own 250 record to 45 sec. dead. 


And so 1934 passed, leaving pleasant memories of another success- 
ful year, in spite of the fact that the country was still wallowing pretty 
heavily in the depression slough of despond. Would 1935 see conditions 
starting to return to normal? 


The first major event for 1935 was a beach meeting on February 9. 
Several beach meetings in the past had been made hazardous by rough 
beach conditions or unruly spectators, or a combination of both, but 
this was the first one in which fog caused "navigational hazards." А 
heavy mist rolling in from the sea obscured the course to such an extent 
that visibility was down to almost zero later in the afternoon and the 
last race had to be abandoned. Three events were got off before condi- 
tions became too bad. Bill Nelson won a 4-mile open handicap, chased 
hard by Angy Laurenson (Coventry-Eagle) and Reg Hyde (Norton). 
Angy pipped Bill for first place in the 6-mile open, and Joff Bourne 
ran into third place. Only three starters came to the line for the 12- 
mile 350 c.c. championship—Art Lamport (O.K.-Supreme), Joff Bourne 
(Calthorpe), and the writer with an O.K.-Supreme. Ву this time, fog- 
lamps and radar would have been welcome aids—however, the event was 
run without mishap, though Art failed to go the distance owing to 
mechanical trouble. Result: G. Hockley 1st, J. Bourne 2nd. After this 
race conditions were so bad that the rest of the meeting was abandoned. 
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It was during this week-end that club members were saddened by 
the loss of one of the most popular and enthusiastic competition riders 
of the past three seasons, George Le Vaillant, of Barry's Bay, Banks 
Peninsula, who was involved in a fatal road accident. 


The St Andrews hill climb events on February 16 drew rather 
disappointing entries, but competition was keen. Vic Browne won the 
350 c.c. class from Joff Bourne, and Nige Newton took the 500 c.c. 
class in 25.9 secs, with Denny Blackwell a very close second.  Joff 
Bourne and Angy Laurenson took the first two places in the sealed 
handicap event, and Denny Blackwell won the unlimited class, with 
Vic Browne second. Previous St Andrews events had attracted good 
fields, but for no apparent reason the 1935 fixture was disappointing 
in this respect. 


On March 9 a track meeting at New Brighton was well patronised, 
and the presence of three Nelson riders, Miller, Webby, and the for- 
midable Bradley, added an interest to the afternoon's sport, which had 
been to some extent lacking at the previous meeting at which competi- 
tion was confined to local riders. Bradley’s riding was reminiscent of 
Coleman's performances on this track some years previously, and his 
dashing style electrified the crowd. In a special lap record attempt, his 
fastest lap of three reduced Coleman's long-standing lap record by 2/5 
of a second and established a "fastest ever" Brighton lap in 51 2/5 sec., 
though in justice to Coleman it must be noted that the previous fastest 
was clocked in the course of a race and not in a special record attempt. 
Bradley rode a Rudge which, rumour had it, was Graham Walker's 
actual I.O.M. Tourist Trophy machine, but whether or not this was so, 
his machine had a terrific performance and an exhaust note which 
almost split one's eardrums, Bradley had made several modifications 
to his mount for grass track work, including the fitting of Harley 
forks, and the handling seemed beyond criticism. Needless to say, his 
permanent mark for the day was scratch, but even so, he mowed down 
the entire field in the 4-mile open to win it in 3 min. 38 sec., and in 
a 7-mile event he narrowly missed repeating his performance, finishing 
second after just failing to head off Laurie Cooke. Another 4-mile 
event went to Art Lamport, with Ken Craig and Nige Newton in the 
next two places. “Squeak” Rhodes won a 5-mile race, after a tussle 
with Bev Napper's vintage twin Harley, with Alan Veale taking third. 
Two light car races were on the programme and in the 4-mile event 
John Courage from Amberley was the first of a trio of Singers. In 
the 6-mile race, it was the Austins turn, and Cyril Hayward and an- 
other Austin driver took the first two places ahead of Jack Tench's 
Singer. Bev Napper won the last race of the day, a 3-mile consola- 
tion event. It was an excellent afternoon's racing, highlighted by the 
dashing riding of Bradley, who, unfortunately, was fated to have a 
most promising racing career cut short as the result of an accident 
when representing New Zealand in the I.O.M. Tourist Trophy Races. 


A trial incorporating the "juiciest" spots on Banks Peninsula was 
run on April 6, but weather conditions and reports of conditions of 
various parts of the course accounted for the withdrawal of several 
entries, and finally only ten riders faced the starter. Ву half-way 
through the day, it was agreed that the non-starters must have known 
a thing or two. The "piece de resistance" of the day was intended to 
be the Jubilee Road out of Wainui, which was reputed to be almost 
unrideable as a result of torrential rain and clay slips. However, by the 
time the competitors arrived, there was no question of the road being 
"almost" impassable—it definitely was so, owing to more slips, and 
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after a lunch stop at Wainui the harrassed officials detoured the com- 
petitors to another route. Of the wet, weary, and clay-plastered bunch 
of riders who straggled in to the finish, only three completed the day 
with non-stop runs—Joff Bourne, George Urry, and the writer. Final 
result after machine examinations, checking of timed sections, etc., 
were announced as: Hockley (O.K.-Supreme) 1st, Bourne (Calthorpe) 
2nd, and Urry (B.S.A.) 3rd. Conditions generally made this event quite 
severe, and none of the finishers were heard to express regrets that it 
wasn't a two-day affair. 


Due to extremely poor beach conditions, the speed trials at the 
South Brighton estuary were somewhat disappointing. At the previous 
meeting on this site, the difference between the surface of the ordinary 
sea-coast beach and that of the estuary was most noticeable, the latter 
being exceptionally firm and dry. On this occasion, however, the sur- 
face was soft and plentifully dotted with puddles. It was impossible 
to measure out a kilometer course as had been intended, and а 4-mile 
run had to be used. Even this short distance had to be laid out with 
several curves to avoid puddles, which was hardly conducive to fast 
times. In the standing start event, the winner, Len Harrington (O.K.- 
Supreme) averaged 47.37 m.p.h., followed by Bill Nelson (Norton) and 
Denny Blackwell. Len also took the flying start event at 68.18 m.p.h., 
a very creditable effort under the circumstances. Art Lamport (O.K.- 
Supreme) was just 1 m.p.h. slower, and third man Bill Nelson averaged 
61.64. Bill also won both of the two short-distance races which round- 
ed off the afternoon’s programme. 


Although it may be difficult to imagine the roar of racing motor- 
cycles and cars resounding through the somewhat exclusive residential 
area Of Hackthorne Road, this well-known thoroughfare was the scene 
of something really novel in hill-climbs on September 14. A Queen 
Carnival contest was running in the city at the time, and the local 
motorcycle clubs, aided and abetted by other sports bodies, conceived 
the brilliant idea of running a hill-climb on the Hackthorne Road grade, 
the proceeds being in aid of the Sports Queen. То say that the event 
was a success is an understatement. The crowds thronging the side- 
walks along every yard of the course certainly got their money's worth, 
from the opening event of five riders jumping through flaming walls of 
paper to the traffic cops' race which ended the day. Interspersed with 
the motorcycle and car events were others of a novel note, but space 
forbids detailing these latter. In Heat 1 of the motorcycle events (pair 
of riders) Angy Laurenson (Royal Enfield) beat Lew Evans (O.K.- 
Supreme); Heat 2 saw Jack Brewer (Rudge) win from Bill Nelson (Nor- 
ton); and Heat 3 was a win for Art Lamport (O.K.-Supreme) from 
Arnie Cooper (Ariel). The final was a sizzler in which the three heat 
winners started, and Art came home ahead of Angy and Jack. Arnie 
Cooper and Harold Lack finished first and second in the slow race, 
which even though lacking the thrills of the fast events, caused a lot 
of amusement among the spectators. An event for old crocks (mechani- 
cal type) was won by George Bryenton, with Mart Rush second—we 
just can't recall what antique makes George and Mart rode. Nowadays. 
of course, they would be dignified by the name of "veteran and vintage 
models." In the car v. motorcycle event, Art Lamport made no bones 
about cleaning up Scott's Railton-Terraplane, and in the traffic cops' 
event, old-time motorcyclist Gordon Kay showed that he had lost none 
of his old dash by putting his O.K.-Supreme over the line well ahead of 
Don Hopwood's Rudge. А wonderful afternoon! 
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Flexibility trials were again run at Harewood on October 5, апа 
once again demonstrated that this type of event could be quite inter- 
esting. K. Banfield (Arial) put up a really good show, his fast-slow 
difference of 2 min. 47 sec. earning him first place. Laurie Cooke and 
Cliff Reynolds filled the next two places. 


The annual opening run to Waihora Park was held on Sunday, 
October 6, and once again the perfect weather attracted a large crowd, 
including a large Ashburton contingent. 


A beach meeting on November 3 provided a large crowd with some 
of the best racing for some time, though the course was rough in 
places. The first race, a 4-mile open, was run with half-mile straights, 
and Reg Hyde (Rudge) came in ahead of R. Drummond (Norton) and 
Bev Napper (Harley). The 16-mile 500 c.c. Championship drew a field 
of five fairly well-matched machines and riders—Art Lamport on the 
ex-Alex Smith Denly A.J.S., Bill Nelson (O.K.-Supreme), Reg Hyde 
(Rudge), R. Drummond (Norton), and the writer (O.K.-Supreme), who 
was wondering if he would be lucky enough to make it “three in a 
row." The lead changed a few times after the field settled down after 
the rolling start. Drummond spilled on the first turn, and after three 
laps the order was Hockley, Nelson, and Hyde. Art Lamport didn’t 
seem happy with the handling of the Denly and was fighting some spec- 
tacular wobbles on the corners. Final placings were Hockley 1, Nel- 
son 2, Hyde 3. The time was 13 min. 31 sec., slower than that of the 
previous year, but as in that event the winner was not unduly pushed 
in the latter stages of the race. This was the writer’s third successive 
win in the 500 c.c. championship, and it occurred to him that he 
must have pushed his luck far enough! The last race, an 8-mile open, 
went to Lew Evans (O.K.-Supreme) with Lamport second and Nelson 
third, and an event occurred which might have had the makings of 
a nasty accident when Art’s machine went into an uncontrollable wobble 
just as he passed the finish line and dumped him heavily, fortunately 
without serious effects. Luckily his careering mount was dodged by 
tte other finishers. 


Due to road repairs, the St Andrews hill climb was postponed from 
November 30 to December 14. This was the last event of quite a full 
year, and it looked as though the coming season could be looked for- 
ward to with confidence, as the country was pulling itself out of the 
depression and the improved economic conditions would no daubt 
have a heartening effect on the motorcycle movement in common with 
all sections of sport and industry. Dealing with the St Andrews event, 
Nige Newton, Angy Laurenson and Art Lamport were the headliners of 
the afternoon’s sport. Lamport won the 250 class on an O.K.-Sup- 
reme in 27 sec., pressed very hard by Angy Laurenson riding a Cal- 
thorpe, only 1/5 sec. slower. Nige Newton registered 23 2/5 in win- 
ning the 500 class, and again Angy filled second place. The sealed 
handicap went to Lamport, with Wally Rosengrave second. Altogether, 
this event was an excellent send-off to 1935. 


1936 opened with flexibility trials at Harewood. Bill Nelson was 
top man with a time difference of no less than 2 min. 58 sec., a really 
first-class performance. The previous winner of this event, K. Banfield, 
was a very close runner-up, and Laurie Cooke took third place. 

On February 2 there was a “mass migration” to Seaview, Ashbur- 
ton, for the Inter-Club Rally, and as in previous years the Ashburton 
and South Canterbury clubs turned out in force to do friendly battle 
with the “Pioneers” and “Corsairs.” Beautiful weather contributed to 
the success of the fixture. 
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February 15 saw the successful culmination of many months of 
negotiation by the club, backed by the New Brighton Businessmen’s 
Association, to persuade the Christchurch City Council to permit beach 
races to be run south of the Pier. For years the beach-racing frater- 
nity had gazed longingly on the hard, smooth surface of the southern 
portion of the beach, which was consistently good even when the north- 
ern portion was unrideable. The inauguration of “southside” racing was 
a great success, even though the weather wasn’t all that could have been 
desired, and the public turned out in large numbers to see the first 
race officially started by the Mayor of New Brighton, Mr Ern Smith. 
There were four races on the programme, and Bill Nelson had a field 
day, walking off with three of them and missing the fourth by a wheel 
when Nige Newton just pipped him on the post after a thrilling duel. 
Riders were enthusiastic about the excellent beach surface, and the 
larger crowd, as compared with the usual attendance at the northern 
end, was very noticeable. 


The grass track meeting at Brighton racecourse on February 29, 
although confined to local riders, produced some good racing and a 
new star “local boy" in Bill Dumpleton, who won both the Canterbury 
Open Championship and the Pioneer Open Handicap using a J.A.P. 
engined speedway type machine. Bill didn't have things all his own 
way by any means, and encountered some strenuous competition from 
"Mufty" Forges (Rudge), Nige Newton (Norton) and Jack Brewer 
(Rudge). Ken Craig, always a trier, scored a long overdue win in the 
New Brighton Handicap, and Art Lamport won the Bradley Handicap, 





A Mile of Fast Grass! 


with Hermie Dunlop (Douglas) and scratch man “Squeak” Rhodes 
(H-D) filling second and third places. Bev Napper uncorked a sur- 
prising turn of speed from his venerable 1920 Harley twin in winning 
the Thompson Handciap from Nige Newton and Jack Brewer. The 
attendance was fair, and the lack of outside entries was more than 
compensated for by the good racing and close finishes. 
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The major reliability trial scheduled for May 2 was temporarily 
abandoned because of poor entries, but strangely enough a one-day 
sporting trial on May 30 brought out quite a respectable number of 
starters, but by no means as many finishers, for the going was as severe, 
perhaps, as had ever been encountered on any previous event on a 
Peninsula course, due to torrential rain for several days prior to the 
trial. Few competitors were able to keep time schedules intact, and 
when confronted by a washed-out section of the road near Port Levy 
which left a boulder-filled gap some twenty feet wide and about half 
as deep, it was obvious that their chances of checking in at Little River, 
the first checking point, on time, were nil. After each machine had 
been manhandled across the chasm by the united efforts of the com- 
petitors, a fresh start was made, the riders taking off in the same 
sequence in which they had started from town. Western Valley was a 
sea of glutinous mud and was the downfall of many unfortunates, some 
of whom were observed sitting dejectedly on their clay-clogged mounts 
having a rest and a smoke. The first competitor was due at the Little 
River check at 2 p.m., but the earliest arrival was the writer at 2.22, 
followed by George Bennett (Calthorpe) and the few who were still 
going checked in at intervals, some arriving as late as 4 p.m. Опе un- 
fortunate, probably realising that he had to get home somehow and 
that to turn back probably presented more difficulties than trying to 
get to Little River, where there at least was a main highway to the 
city, arrived in the township at 9 p.m., minus lights. Needless to say, 
the officials had departed some little time before this! The final stages 
of the event were not as severe as the morning’s run had been, but all 
in all this was quite a strenuous affair. The final results were: G. Hock- 
ley (O.K.-Supreme) 1, С. Bennett (Calthorpe) 2. Needless to say, no- 
body even approached a perfect score. 


An episode in connection with the event just described afforded 
some slight amusement at the time. Among the competitors was one 
who had achieved some considerable reputation as a miniature T.T. 
star, but who regarded reliability trials with a somewhat supercilious 
eye, such events being in his opinion too easy for really hard-riding 
types, but he had been persuaded to make his trials debut in this event, 
“just to fill in the day." As well as doing this, he filled in a consider- 
able portion of the night as well, being last seen mired to the hubs in 
the vicinity of Purau, after which he called it a day. We trust that the 
subject of this little anecdote will forgive us, should he chance to read 
this! 


A mystery run on August 16 took a big crowd to Selwyn Huts via 
a devious course, and a most enjoyable sports afternoon was held on 
the Domain oval. 


A bumper 25 entries rolled up for the St Andrews hill climb on Sep- 
tember 19, the course being slightly shorter than usual owing to road 
repairs. Three new champs emerged in the persons of Angy Lauren- 
son, Ron Ogilvie and Stan Dumpleton. Stan and his brother Bill dead- 
heated in the 250 event with a time of 25 1/5 sec., but Bill was beaten 
in the run-off. Dick Pope took third spot. 25 1/5 sec. was also Ron 
Ogilvie’s winning time for the 350 class, with Clarrie Moffatt and Bill 
Alexander second and third. Angy Laurenson took the 500 class with 
a sizzling 22 1/5 sec. ride, but after crossing the finish line he was 
obstructed and went over the bank. Fortunately Angy came out un- 
scathed, but his faithful R-E suffered a broken handlebar. 
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The following day, Sunday, saw a good muster for a social run 
to Charteris Bay. The location offered plenty of scope for amusement, 
and a few impromptu events were also run. Nothing daunted by his 
little mishap of the previous day, Angy Laurenson easily won the 
scramble. Slow and fast elimination events were won by George Ben- 
nett and Laurie Cooke, while Miss R. Uren won an impromptu basket- 
ball game. 


"Bigger, better, and brighter than ever" was the verdict on the 
Annual Opening Run held on October 11 at Waihora Park in perfect 
weather. As usual, Ashburton Club members arrived in force. 


Main event at the Brighton grass track meeting on October 27 
was the 6-mile: Canterbury Championship, won by Jack Brewer (Rudge) 
in the very good time of 5 min. 51 2/5 sec., with Bill Dumpleton a 
mere 1/5 sec. slower in second place. Hermie Dunlop (Douglas) took 
third place. The hard-hitting “Mufty” Forbes (Rudge) looked a win- 
ner halfway through this race, having shaken off Brewer and Dumpleton 
and established a handy lead, but engine trouble put paid to his chances. 
Bob Alexander (Rudge) won the Brighton Handicap and Forbes got his 
mount going again in time to win the 5-mile Bradley Handicap in the 
good time of 4 min. 52 sec. The big handicap race of the day, the 
Pioneer Open, went to Bev Napper (Harley-Davidson) and R. Fergus- 
son, (A.J.S. won the Berry Handicap. Others who took places during 
the afternoon were Art Lamport, Ken Craig, and Alby Smith. 


This was the last major event of the year, a beach meeting on 
November 7 having to be abandoned owing to the state of the beach. 


Older members of the club heard with regret of the death of Mr 
Phil Harman on November 22, The well-liked and efficient Phil—for 
14 years secretary of the Pioneer Sports Club—had made a host of 
friends and his work in organising the big motor carnivals for patriotic 
purposes during the first world war will long be remembered. 


And so ended yet another year in the club's history, with the 
country more or less back to normal, and no lack of enthusiasm for 
motorcycle competition. The future looked promising. 


1937 was ushered in by a most enjoyable social-run-cum-time-trial 
to Kennedy's Bush on the evening of January 9. Watches and speedo- 
meters were sealed and each competitor was handed a ticket at the 
start which stated what speed he was required to average. Competi- 
tors started from the club rooms at 7 p.m., and a social evening and 
supper at the Sign of the Bellbird made this a most enjoyable event. 
Another non-strenuous but highly popular event was the week-end 
camp at Le Bon's Bay on the 23rd and 24th—a week-end which passed 
all too quickly with bathing, boating, impromptu motor sports and a 
dance on the Saturday night. The Ashburton inter-club rally at the end 
of the month was also a big success. While these three January events 
had gone off without any snags, February did not prove so fortunate, 
as the one major event scheduled for that month, a beach meeting, 
had to be cancelled owing to the rough state of the beach. 


March 6 again witnessed some fine racing on Brighton racecourse, 
including the 8-mile N.Z. Open Championship, which was won by a 
dark horse in the person of T. Young, a newcomer to the well-known 
Brighton course, though not without strenuous opposition from the 
Brighton "regulars"— Forbes, Newton, Lamport and others. In spite of 
a determined challenge from Lamport, Young snatched the lead at 
about half-distance and finished first in the remarkable time of 7 min. 
17 4/5 sec, or an average of nearly 66 m.p.h. This was the fastest 
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SCOOTER & MOTOR-CYCLE 
BUYERS 


We have always been reputed to have the greatest range of machines 
in the South Island, but with two shops now operating for your 
convenience we can offer you a better than ever range of new and 
used machines. 


Now on View in Our Showrooms 


The Latest RABBIT SCOOTERS 
SUZUKI 250c.c., 150c.c., and 50c.c. 
Mctor-cycles 
А.Ј.5. MOTORCYCLES 
MIYAPET MOPEDS 
VICTA SCOOTERS 


Be guided by Tommy McCleary Jnr's. many years of world-class com- 
petition experience when buying your next machine, |t can save 
you many pounds. See Tommy at the City Shop: 


SCOOTER, MOTOR-CYCLE & 
MOPED SERVICES LTD. 


CNR. TUAM & DURHAM STS. Ph. 64-970 


Or Sonny Clarke, very experienced competitive motor-cyclist, young, 
keen and eager to help you at our Sydenham Branch: 


368 COLOMBO STREET (opp. Hay's). Ph. 78-335 
After hours phone (both shops), Anytime, Ph. 34-808 


EASY TERMS AVAILABLE ON ALL MACHINES 
TRADE-INS WELCOMED 


LARGEST RANGE OF SPARES AND ACCESSORIES IN N.Z. 
AVAILABLE AT BOTH SHOPS ALSO 
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time for this distance on the Brighton course since Coleman registered 
7 min. 12 2/5 sec. in winning the Bonnington Handicap on March 22, 
1930. Art Lamport rode splendidly to gain second place and Nige 
Newton came in third. Later in the afternoon Young added the 
Pioneer Handicap to his list. Jack Forbes (Rudge) accounted for the 
Canterbury Handicap, Ian McKay won the New Brighton Handicap 
on what he entered as a Zenith-A.J.S., and Harry Randall (J.A.P.) 
took the Berry Handicap. This was a fine afternoon’s sport, marred 
only by a persistent rumour that the Trotting Club had decided to 
permit no more motorcycle racing on the track. 


The entries in this year’s St Andrews hill climb were so many that 
they were almost a source of embarrassment to the organisers, but the 
hard-working officials did a wonderful job in giving no fewer than 
36 riders two runs each in the course of the afternoon, and the organiza- 
tion functioned perfectly. The hill had been paved since the previous 
event and the course was very much faster, though perhaps not requir- 
ing as much skill to ride as in its earlier state. Highlight of the meet- 
ing was the terrific duel between Harry Randall, riding a modified 
speedway J.A.P., and Nige Newton (Norton). In the 500 c.c. event 
Randall did the course in 19 1/5 sec., with Newton a mere 1/5 sec. 
slower, but in the unlimited class Nige registered a neck-or-nothing 
18 4/5, while Harry was unable to better his 500 time. The 1937 St 
Andrews event must go down in history as being perhaps the most ex- 
citing since its inception. 


A two-day trial with the Saturday night spent at Akaroa attracted 
only 13 entries, a rather disappointing number in comparison with that 
generally turning out to an “away-from-home” event. Special features 
included a stop-and-restart test on Laverick’s Bay hill, and a timed 
hill climb from the flat to the top of the steep and tortuous Dalgleish’s 
road. Both these events were won by the writer, whose mount, a 500 
с.с. sports Calthorpe (borrowed from a very trusting friend) handled to 
perfection, and it was with satisfied thoughts of the bonus marks gained 
thereby that he jogged downhill towards Akaroa to check in at the 
end of the first day’s run. It was at that moment, when the outlook 
appeared so rosy, that the clutch operating arm stuck momentarily, 
for no apparent reason, while declutching for a gear change, and the 
clutch cable jumped out. If you have ever tried to re-fit your clutch 
cable to its arm while going downhill you will know that there are 
easier feats to perform, and especially when you know that to stop to 
do the job, even for a few seconds, means the loss of your "clean sheet," 
because a hawk-eyed rival is riding just a few yards to the rear waiting 
for you to make a false move! But what happened was worse than 
just a wheel stop—somehow, in the course of the “mucking about," the 
engine stalled! Bang! went 20 beautiful points as the aforementioned 
hawk-eyed rival trickled past, doing his best to appear sympathetic, 
but naturally being compelled to note "engine stop" in his little black 
book on arrival at the check point. After this episode, we must con- 
fess that we somewhat lost interest in the next day's doings! The out- 
right winner of this event was Maurie McClurg, whose faultless riding 
during the two days earned him a well-deserved fi^;t place with the 
only "possible" of the entire entry. N. Allan (Ariel) came second 
with only one mark lost and J. Lamb (Velocette) with six lost, was 
third. The team prize went to McClurg, Richards and Frizzell, and 
Lamb won both the p.o. award and the special prize for best perform- 
ance by a first-year rider. In spite of the small entry, this was a most 
enjoyable event, and lots of fun was had by all—especially in Akaroa 
on the Saturday night! 
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A muddy course, with plenty of resultant slithering, made things 
interesting at a scramble at Harewood on May 23. N. Allen (Ariel) 
won the 2-lap scratch event closely followed by Maurie Wear (who, if we 
remember rightly, was giving his Tiger 80 one of its first “gallops” in 
this type of going). Bill Alexander (Rudge) was third. A 2-lap sealed 
handicap went to Angy Laurenson (R-3) and the next two places were 
identical with the previous event. Maurie made no bones about the 
result of the last race, a 2-lap scratch event, leading Bill Alexander and 
Angy Laurenson home in no uncertain fashion. 


A week-end sporting trial to Akaroa was held on August 14 and 
15, and though the entry was again not large, an encouraging feature 
was the number of new riders turning out. This event had a rather care- 
free atmosphere, and nobody seemed unduly perturbed at the loss of 
an odd point or two! The only bit of going which upset the equili- 
brium of most of the entry was the old cattle track from Puaha to the 
Hilltop, the average size of the loose rocks on its surface being cal- 
culated by one mathematically-inclined competitor to be not less than 
one cubic foot. However, a picture party and dance at Akaroa on 
the Saturday night soon dispelled any worries about undue “footing,” 
and on the Sunday morning, harbour trips and a visit to the lighthouse 
filled in time nicely until the start of the homeward trip. This event 
was won by a newcomer, J. Jenkins, who was the only competitor to 
lose no points. 


Perfect beach conditions prevailed for the races held on October 9 
and four events were run off. A large crowd was present and no 
trouble was experienced. A 4-mile 500 c.c. scratch event saw Russ love- 
grove (Norton) head off Bruce Wisely (Calthorpe) and Bob Alexander 
(Rudge). Maurie Wear took the 6-mile 350 handicap event on his 
Triumph, with Wilson (Triumph) and Ogilvie (A.J.S.) taking the next 
places. The 8-mile 500 handicap event went to Bruce Wisely. McPher- 
son (A.J.S.) was second and Lovegrove third. Order of finishers in the 
last race, а 10-mile handicap, was Wilson, Lovegrove and McPherson. 
The large number of entries seemed to testify to the continued popu- 
larity of this type of event. 


Still another annual opening run had rolled around by October 16. 
Perfect weather helped to make the usual success of this "hardy annual." 
Pioneer's motorcycle football team was in fine fettle, defeating Corsair 
by 1-0 and Ashburton by the same margin. Angy Laurenson amassed 
most points in the day's sports. 


A mystery run, the venue turning out to be Charteris Bay, was held 
on October 30 and attracted a large muster. 


On November 20, a type of event which had not been held for 
several years was run at Hoon Hay—a grass hill climb, which though 
not as formidable as the old "spectaculars" of the 1920s still provided 
some good competition. The 350 standard-tyre event was won by 
Maurie Wear in 21 3/5 sec., a time which was only narrowly beaten 
in the open event in which compe tition tyres were permitted. Bruce 
Webster won this later event in 21 sec. flat. The open event restricted 
to standard tyres went to P. Morris with a time of 29 3/5 sec. Spec- 
tators and competitors both seemed to enjoy this event, which to many 
was completely novel. 

The last event of the year was a two-day trial to Hanmer with 
classes for both cycles and cars. This attracted a large turnout of 
competitors and “tagalongs” and was an unqualified success. Angy 
Laurenson came through without the loss of a single point, followed 
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by Ron Frizzell (11 lost) and Alan Richards (12 lost). С. Batstone 
won the car class. On the Sunday morning a timed hill climb on 
Jollie’s Pass was won by George Smith in 1 min. 59 2/5 sec., with Ron 
Frizzell in second place. Angy Laurenson and Matt King tied for third. 


So ended another successful year, and the main topic among club 
members, and the racing fraternity in particular, was the forthcoming 
New Zealand Beach Championship, which promised to be one of the 
major events of the coming year. This important event had been 
allocated to the club by the N.Z.A.C.U. largely through the efforts of 
the club’s patron, Mr F. R. Jones. 


This classic beach event was the first fixture on the 1938 pro- 
gramme and was run on the South beach before one of the largest 
crowds ever to witness a beach event. The weather was perfect and 
the course in good condition. Eleven riders lined up for the rolling 
start. They were: B. Wisely (Calthorpe), R. Smith (Norton), A. Smith 
(Excelsior), N. Newton (Norton), R. Lovegrove (Norton), G. Hockley 
(O.K.-Supreme), I. Evans (O.K.-Supreme), S. Crawshaw (Norton), W. 
Alexander (Rudge), R. Alexander (Triumph) and H. Matthews (Rudge). 
A plan of strategy to deal with the “Auckland menace," Harold Mat- 
thews, had been worked out between the writer and team-mate Lew 
Evans. Matthews’ machine was known to be exceptionally fast and 
was reckoned to constitute the only serious threat to the O.K.-Sup- 
reme duo, and it was decided that the writer, whose speedway-type 
engine was a terrific performer in short races but was deemed unlikely 
to last over 20 miles, should engage the Aucklander in mortal combat 
while Lew, on his slower but utterly reliable model, held himself in 
readiness to take over when one or both of the “duellists” faded out. As 
events transpired, things worked out exactly as planned. When pace- 
maker Angy Laurenson dropped his flag and the field roared over the 
line in an impressive rolling start, the pace was really “on,” but at 
the end of Lap 1 the writer led Matthews by a few yards and the rest 
of the field was well astern. The Aucklander drew level halfway 
through the second lap, but was shaken off again in Lap 3, and with 
six miles gone was about fifty yards astern. The first and second men 
had opened out a big gap from the rest of the field and if the pace 
had been able to be maintained to the finish, someone would have won 
by the proverbial "street." But the pace began to tell, and at less 
than half-distance Matthews' clutch gave up the ghost, and the writer's 
mount went sick soon afterwards, lack of compression plus a split tank 
which “sizzled? alcohol fuel over the hot engine making a retirement 
imperative. However, this was not unexpected, and the writer has al- 
ways regarded his duel with the Aucklander as about the most enjoy- 
able “dice” in many years of beach racing. Lew Evans, who had been 
riding faultlessly in third place, took over the lead, and was never 
headed, finishing first in the very good time of 18 min. 43 sec., an aver- 
age of 64.3 m.p.h.—an excellent show when taking into consideration 
that the race was run over one-mile straights. Nige Newton and Russ 
Lovegrove filled second and third places and the writer at least saved 
something from the ruins by being awarded a certificate for the fastest 
lap, being clocked at 1 min. 36 4/5 sec. on Lap 2, or an average of 
74.6 m.p.h., which is believed to still stand as the fastest average 
attained over a two-mile lap in the course of a race. 


With this event, the writer bade farewell to serious competition after 
some fifteen most enjoyable years of sport, and soon discovered that 
watching from the sidelines was not so bad as a substitute, entailing a lot 
less work and decidedly less expense! 
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The 1938 St Andrews climb, scheduled for February 26, had to be 
set forward to March 12, owing to the official opening of the new Sum- 
mit Road by local and governmental bigwigs. However, perfect weather 
favoured the later date, and some fiery riding was seen, Maurie Wear 
and Denny Blackwell both doing the course in under 48 seconds. Dave 
McMillan made a very creditable debut by taking the 250 event in 
58 3/5 sec. Maurie Wear won the 350 event in 47 4/5, followed by 
Fred Pierson and Tommy Torrens, and Denny Blackwell established 
himself as the new king of the five-hundreds by doing the course in 
47 1/5 (F.T.D.) with Russ Lovegrove and Nige Newton taking second 
and third places. These were also the identical placings in the open 
event, though Denny took an extra 1/5 sec. on this occasion. 


Sunday, March 20, saw a large muster of riders leave the club 
house on a mystery run, the venue turning out to be the Ashley Bridge, 
where a sports afternoon was enjoyed by all present, including a large 
number of “locals.” 


Another of the very popular novelty events, starting at 7.30 on 
the evening of Tuesday, March 22, comprised a time trial to Sumner, 
where a social, dance, and film evening was well patronised. ‘There 
was no doubt of the popularity of the less serious type of event, especi- 
ally among the many members not participating regularly in the more 
strenuous types of competition. 

The Le Bon’s Bay Easter Camp was another fixture which could 
always be relied on to attract members. This year’s was no exception 
and the fine weather over the entire three days made the visitors bid a 
very regretful farewell to the “Bay” on the Monday afternoon. The 
local residents, too, seemed to look forward to the annual “invasion.” 


The major trial, a 2-day affair, was run on May 28-29 over some- 
thing fresh in the way of courses. The Saturday run was via the Sum- 
mit Road to Motukarara, thence to Rakaia by a devious cross-coun- 
try route. The Saturday night was spent in Rakaia and in the 
morning competitors were set off on a course which included the Rakaia 
Gorge, Lake Coleridge (where а 15 hour lunch stop was taken) and 
thence to Lake Lyndon, Porter’s Pass, Springfield and Christchurch. 
Bruce Wisely (Calthorpe) won this event with 990 points, 7 more than 
runner-up Maurie McClurg, while Angy Laurenson ran into third 
spot with 971 points. Bruce also won the Harley-Davidson Trophy 
for the best private-owner performance, while Jack Hetherington re- 
ceived a special award for the best novice performance. The team prize 
went to No. 1 team—Bruce Wisely, Neil Harris and Bill Alexander. 


"When in doubt of what event to put on, a picture evening and 
dance pleases everybody," was a pretty safe motto, and an example was 
the picture evening and dance at Sumner on June 7, when dozens 
of bikes and cars were parked outside the Sumner tea rooms, despite 
a somewhat unpleasant evening. 


A social-cum-sporting trial, held on August 27 over a course which 
included Motukarara, Gebbie's Pass and the Summit Road, where a 
stop for afternoon tea was made, brought out a satisfactory number 
of starters in spite of rather unpleasant weather. After the afternoon 
tea break, the riders were taken back over the Summit Road and home 
via Evans Pass. Bruce Wisely, who was establishing himself as a trials 
rider to be reckoned with, won this event with a loss of four points, 


Quite a novel event, їп which both motorcycle and car owning 
members had a lot of fun, was run on September 3. Basic idea was 
the finding of numerous streets in the city and suburbs solely by 
clues provided to each competitor, and a lot of hard thinking was 
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required to keep mobile. E. Edward won the motorcycle section with 
11 points lost, but W. Thomas, winner of the car section, got things 
down to such a nicety that only one point separated him from a per- 
fect score. 


A scramble at Harewood scheduled for September 24, had to be 
postponed, and a flexibility event was run in its place, with a fast hill 
climb as an added attraction. Angy Laurenson was the most "flexible" 
with a time difference of 5 min. 19 sec. In the hill climb, however, 
Bruce's time of 1 min. 28 sec. took him into first spot ahead of Bill 
Alexander and Maurie McClurg. 


Two beach championships were run off on October 15—the 250 
and 350 South Island titles, the former being won by Ron Smith (O.K.- 
Supreme) in 11 min. 33 1/5 sec., with Alan Wear (Triumph) in second 
place. Lew Evans (O.K.-Supreme) won the 350 event in 10 min. 31 
sec., with Stan Crawshaw (Norton) and Ron Smith (O.K.-Supreme) in 
the next two places. The 10-mile Pioneer Handicap for 500 c.c. machines 
went to George Jennings, with Bill Alexander second. The winner’s 
time was 10 min. 52 sec. In the President's Open Handicap of 10 miles, 
Bill came in first in 9 min. 48 sec., with George taking second this 
time. The beach was good, and the crowd’s behaviour was beyond 
criticism. 

Bad weather on the morning of Sunday, October 16, resulted in 
one of the rare postponements of the annual opening run, but though 
it cleared up at midday it was obvious that Waihora Park would be in 
no condition for either picnic or sports events, so an impromptu run 
to Ashley Bridge was organised, where the weather was fine. 


October 29 was the date of the scramble which had been post- 
poned from September 24. This time it was held at Ashley, and bar- 
ring the fact that Maurie McClurg and Fred Pierson were the stars of 
the day, our records seem to have let us down as regards any detailed 
results. 


St Andrews hill climb had rolled around again by November 5 
and once again Denny Blackwell smothered all opposition in the 500 
and open classes, pruning 1/5 sec. off his previous best time of 47 1/5 
sec. in winning the latter event. Maurie Wear and Fred Pierson, both 
riding 350 Triumphs, performed splendidly to take the next two places. 
Denny won the 500 event in 48 2/5 sec., with C. Stanley (Norton) and 
Bruce Wisely (Calthorpe) second and third. Maurie Wear was top man 
of the three-fifties, doing the course in 51 3/5 sec., with Fred Pierson 
second and W. Chamberlain (A.J.S.) third. 


The last major motorcycle event of the year, a 12-hour trial over 
a Peninsula course which embraced most of the “old favourite" tit-bits, 
was held on November 13 in perfect weather. A timed road hill climb 
was included in the day's ride. Bruce Wisely gave a faultless exhibition 
by finishing with the only perfect score, plus fastest time in the hill 
climb. Surprise of the event was the remarkable showing of Bill 
Atkinson (Triumph) who, making his debut in competition, finished 
second, thereby defeating nearly all the well-known trials stars. Freddie 
Pierson finished third and Neil Harris fourth. 


By special request of the car-owning fraternity, a two-day trial to 
Hanmer was organised and run off on December 10-11, and although 
not attracting as many entries as anticipated, the event went off very 
well. Good weather made the week-end a most enjoyable affair. С. 
Batstone won the light car saloon class with a loss of 36 points, and 
R. Jeal took the open class with 30 points lost. 
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_ Although 1938 was crossed off the calendar just as so many pre- 
vious years, and 1939 came on the scene just as usual, the new year 
was destined to be an eventful one in world history, thanks to the 
machinations of a gentleman named Hitler, and before the year had 
ended the club was feeling the first repercussions of the forthcoming 
gigantic world conflict, which deprived its ranks of many of its sup- 
porters, including some who made the supreme sacrifice. But in Janu- 
ary 1939 the coming storm was just a small cloud on the horizon, and 
the club's first event, a social pillion run to Rakaia Gorge, drew a large 
crowd, which was swelled by a large number of Ashburton M.C.C. 
members. At this event, opportunity was taken to finalise plans for the 
Inter-Club Rally on February 5. A bumper turnout of members of the 
three Christchurch clubs, plus Ashburton and Timaru club enthusiasts, 
made the 1939 "[C.R." possibly the biggest gathering since the incep- 
tion of this popular fixture. In the hurly-burly, always a popular fea- 
ture on the sports programme, Angy Laurenson distinguished himself 
by doing a lap of the very testing course in 1 min. 8 4/5 sec. 


A road hill climb at Halswell on February 11 drew a fair entry 
and the Wear brothers divided two-thirds of the programme between 
themselves, Alan carrying off the 250 event and Maurie accounting for 
the 350. Denny Blackwell successfully resisted all attempts to dethrone 
him as the uncrowned king of the five-hundreds, though Bruce Wisely 
made a valiant attempt, which earned him second spot. 


The week-end of February 18-19 had been earmarked for a week- 
end camp, and as a change from Le Bon's Bay it was proposed to make 
the Okuku Pass the venue, but in response to the wishes of a large 
majority and the request of many Le Bon's residents, the camp was 
held as usual at the popular Peninsula bay, in perfect weather. The 
usual dance on the Saturday night was exceptionally well patronised. 
This popular fixture seemed to be as much looked forward to by the 
"locals" as by club members. 


Lew Evans added another championship to his collection when he 
annexed the South Island 500 c.c. title in March. The meeting had 
to be run at Waimairi and the beach was wet and heavy. АП races 
were run over a 3-mile lap, and in the S.I. championship Maurie 
Wear (350 Velocette) and Lew Evans shared fastest lap honours with 
2 min. 28 sec. each; however, the race was somewhat of an anti-climax 
in that Lew was the only competitor to go the distance without trouble, 
winning in 18 min. 37 sec. Bob Alexander (Triumph) finished second, 
but various troubles caused him to take 24 min. 36 sec. for the journey. 
Perhaps the unluckiest of all was Maurie Wear, whose KTT Velo 350 
was holding its own with Lew's O.K.-Supreme 500, until a chain broke 
halfway down the lap and caused Maurie to lose 13 minutes while 
spares were collected and repairs effected. Maurie got going again and 
finished the race in 31 min. 18 sec. However, in a 6-mile open handi- 
cap he finished a fraction ahead of Lew, with Alan Wear (Triumph) a 
good third. Lew reversed things in the 12-mile open event, with Maurie 
right on his tail and Russ Lovegrove finishing strongly in third place. 
The winner's time for this race was 10 min. 59 sec. 


Sunday, March 19, saw a record crowd at Waihora Park for a 
sports day. The committee must have put on every event in the calen- 
dar, judging by the programme for the day, which is too long to list 
here. With everyone wanting to have a go at things, it is small wonder 
that the day finished later than usual. 
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In connection with the Pioneer Sports Club's Diamond Jubilee cele- 
brations the Pioneer Motor Club participated in a very successful pro- 
cession, followed by a sports display at Lancaster Park, on April 15, 
at which a large crowd attended. 


Trials enthusiasts had their fill on the week-end of April 29-30. A 
not-so-severe event on the Saturday took competitors around the Sum- 
mit Road and a stop for afternoon tea was made at the Kiwi. In this 
event, which was won by Fred Pierson with a debit of 17 marks, Bill 
Atkinson showed that his performance in the November, 1938, 12-hour 
trial was no fluke, when he finished second at his trials appearance, 
for he also took second place in this event, 6 points ahead of Angy 
Laurenson, the third man. 


On the Sunday a more strenuous event was held—a sporting trial 
round the gorges, which was won by Bruce Wisely with 8 points lost. 
Ron Frizzell came in second with 15 lost, and the irrepressible Bill 
Atkinson was again in the picture in third place with 17 lost. Two 
seconds and one third in three trials was no mean feat for a newcomer. 





Breakfast Stop—4All Night Trial, 1939. 


The big event in the trials world, of course, was the N.Z.A.C.U. 
Championship Reliability Trial, held on June 3-4-5 over a course of 
about 200 miles which included almost every imaginable type of going. 
As well as a total of 30 observed stations, quick start, brake, and stop- 
and-restart tests all took their toll, followed by a rigorous machine 
examination at the finish. Ron Frizzell (Ariel) put up a splendid 
showing to finish first with the loss of only 16 points, while Bruce 
Wisely came in second with 35 against him, somewhat more than usual. 
In third place, with a loss of 41, came T. McCleary, making a wel- 
come return to competition after an absence of some time. Team prize 
went to No. 1 team, comprised of Tom, Jack Lang and Fred Pearson, 
all Triumph-mounted. Thirteen started in this event, which was run 
in good weather. 
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The long-awaited 100-mile beach race was run on June 10. This 
event had been requested by several beach enthusiasts, and it was there- 
fore rather discouraging to the organizers to find only seven competi- 
tors lining up for the long-looked-for “century.” Mechanical casualties 
robbed the race of a great deal of interest and of the “Magnificent 
Seven” only two lasted the distance, Maurie Wear (Velo) and Bob 
Alexander (Triumph), who finished in that order, Maurie’s time being 
86 min. 3 sec., with Bob 56 3/5 sec. astern. This event was run over 
24 mile straights, and the fastest lap, made by Maurie Wear, was at a 
speed of 75.5 m.p.h., while his average for the race was 69.22 m.p.h.— 
really rapid going for any type of machine, and remarkable for a 350. 


A half-day trial on September 2, around the Lyttelton Harbour 
bays, with an afternoon tea break at Kennedy’s Bush, incorporated 
several observed sections and time checks, plus a special “warrant-of- 
fitness" test. Several new riders were in evidence at this event—in fact, 
the winner, Ken Kingston, was making his first appearance, and his one- 
point loss was a fine showing. Doug Dunlop, also making his debut, 
tied with Alan Wear for second spot with a loss of 8 each, and Bob 
Alexander’s 9 netted him third place. The weather was perfect and 
everybody enjoyed themselves. 


The annual opening run, scheduled for October 1, had to be set 
forward to the 15th, but in the interval a mystery social run drew 
almost as big a crowd as was generally present at the Waihora fixture. 
The venue turned out to be Woodend Beach, where a large programme 
of sports events found no lack of entrants. 


An evening social held at Kennedy’s Bush on Tuesday, November 
21, proved very popular. That the social side of club life was as 
important as the competition side was very clear from the large attend- 
ances at these social events. 


November’s major event was the road hill climb at Huntsbury on 
the 26th. The road surface was in fine condition and the inclusion of 
three S-bends called for plenty of judgment. Several new riders made 
their appearance and performed splendidly, and the standard of riding 
during the entire afternoon was high. Maurie Wear distinguished him- 
self still further by returning F.T.D. in the open class and all the placed 
men put up really fine performances. Sam Besley enter the ranks of hill 
climb stars by winning the 250 event in 66 2/5 sec., followed by Bill 
Alexander, Alan Wear, Doug Dunlop, and Hec. Orchard. Maurie Wear 
took the 350 class with a 63 2/5 sec. ride, well ahead of the 71 2/5 
sec. of second man, George Ettrick. Шш the 500 event Fred Pierson 
and Ron Chisholm dead-heated with 64 sec. each while only 1/5 sec. 
separated second and third placings, Harry Mitchell and Hec Orchard, 
Harry’s time being 67 sec. Maurie Wear pulled out all the stops to 
win the open event in 63 1/5 sec, while Ron Chisholm did 64 3/5 to 
take second, 2/5 sec. ahead of third man, Fred Pierson. Traffic Inspector 
Archie Tait's invaluable co-opzration in controlling the traffic was very 
much appreciated, and altogether the afternoon's sport was one of the 
highlights of the year. 


The pre-Christmas week-end, December 16-17, rounded off the 
year with a week-end camp at Hanmer. Up to this time the effects of 
the war were not felt in club life to any great extent, but it was feared 
that the coming year would probably be a testing one. In actual fact 
1940 activities were very little curtailed and things went on very much 
as usual, in contrast to the later war years, when club life and functions 
almost ground to a stop. In the meantime, however, "make hay while 
the sun shines" seemed to be the motto, as no-one knew what might 
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lie ahead. Anyway, a happy crowd spent the week-end of January 20-21 
in camp at Pigeon Bay. The outward run on the Saturday incorporated 
a time trial, and in the evening a dance in the local hall drew a large 
number of visitors and locals. 


The inter-club rally this year, held on February 5, was the biggest 
and best in the history of the event. Perhaps many riders thought 
that it might be the last “flutter” for an indefinite period—anyway, it 
went with a bang from start to finish. Five clubs contributed to the 
crowd, and “Seaview” never witnessed a more animated scene. Com- 
petition was keen in the large sports programme. Tommy Torrens 
won the Leask Trophy for the best performance by a visiting rider in 
the hurly-burly, doing a lap in 1 min. 7 sec. АП in all it was a day to 
remember. 


The 12-hour trial schedule for February 17 was abandoned due to 
wartime fuel restrictions, and a short sporting trial within city limits was 
substituted, which was won by Bruce Wisely. It seemed likely that 
future events might have to be confined to the shorter type, with perhaps 
one major trial during the year if circumstances permitted. Actually 
these shorter types of trials were found to be most popular, and filled 
the bill admirably. Sam Besley, who was emerging as a future trials 
star, won an event of this type held in the Harewood district, with a 
clear lead over second man Neil Harris, and in yet another short-dis- 
tance event Sam was also the victor, with Bruce Wisely and Pete Phil- 
lips tieing for second place. However, old master Fred Pierson came in 
a very decisive winner in a half-day event, with Doug Dunlop making 
an excellent showing to finish second. 


Perhaps the most enjoyable event in the 1940 calendar was the 
Peninsula Night Trial, in which 26 competitors left Christchurch at 1 
a.m. to cover a course which included most of the bush roads, and in 
some cases mere tracks, on Banks Peninsula. Perfect weather and a 
moonlight night made the night section a memorable ride. Dawn found 
competitors in the vicinity of Port Levy, and after Western Valley had 

een negotiated and the sun rose, a most welcome sight was the gather- 

ing of officials at the foot of the valley, with a welcome repast of hot 
dogs, tea, and bread-and-butter ready for the arrival of the hungry 
riders. It is safe to say that if many clubmen of this period was asked 
to name the most enjoyable event they ever rode in, the 1940 Night Trial 
would be very high in the list indeed. Incidentally, Sam Besley con- 
tinued on his winning way in this event, with Bruce Wisely second 
and Doug Dunlop third. Howard Christie won Roy Parker’s special 
award for the best performance by a new rider, with a fine perform- 
ance in which he dropped only 36 points. 


The championship beach meeting on April 27 was a brilliant suc- 
cess. The Fuel Controller had proved amenable to reason and had 
allocated petrol in sufficient quantity to enable the event to be run— 
however, judging from the aromas arising when the filler caps on some 
competitors’ tanks were unscrewed, anything so common as “straight 
gas" was “infra dig!" The south beach was in splendid condition, the 
crowd was large and reasonably well-behaved, and entries were good. 
The South Island 250 and 350 championships were run as one race, the 
distance being 8 miles, and the winners were not difficult to pick, bar- 
ring unexpected upsets. Nothing of the sort occurred, however, and 
Maurie Wear (Velo) won the 350 race comfortably in 7 min. 42 sec., 
followed by Bert Gilmour (B.S.A.). Alan Wear made it a family affair 
by winning the 250 section in 8 min. 42 sec. from Doug Dunlop (B.S.A.). 
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The 500 S.I. event of 10 miles was expected to provide much keener 
competition, the six contestants being fairly evenly matched, though 
Frank Adams on the ex-Lew Evans O.K.-Supreme was expected to be 
able to dig up that "little extra." Starters were: Bob Alexander 
(Triumph), Bob Bugg (A.J.S.), Bruce Wisely (B.S.A.), Frank Adams (O.K.- 
Supreme), Bill Atkinson (Triumph), and A. L. Cox (Ariel). However, 
a dark horse in the person of Bruce Wisely jumped into the lead on his 
B.S.A. "Silver Star" from the drop of the flag and defied all efforts 
to oust him, though Frankie Adams clung to him like a leech and 
once or twice actually drew level. Апа that was how they finished, 
Bruce going the distance in the remarkably good time of 8 min. 35 4/5 
sec., with Frank 4 2/5 sec. astern, while Cox brought his Ariel home 
to take third after riding a most consistent race. Last event of the 
day was a 12-mile handicap in which Alan Wear added another first 
place to his collection. Bert Gilmour rode a well-judged race to take 
second place, and Maurie Wear took third from the scratch mark. One 
competitor in particular who made a really excellent showing at his 
first appearance on the beach was Bert Gilmour, with two second places 
in two starts. Bert's meticulously-maintained, ridden-to-work-every-day 
350 B.S.A. was as spick-and-span as its owner. 


The keynote of the Annual General Meeting this year was enthusi- 
asm and a determination to carry on, come what may. It was recognised 
that fuel restrictions and the loss of so many members serving in the 
armed forces would make things far from easy, but the newly-elected 
President, Laurie France, expressed the position aptly when he told the 
meeting, "This club is your club, and will be what you make it. Our 
job is to keep our end up, the same as we did during the last war." 


The balance of the 1940 season, though somewhat curtailed, with 
social functions taking the place of more serious events to a large 
extent, was not lacking in interest, and demonstrated that the President's 
words had not fallen upon deaf ears. The year's final function was a 
social and dance at the Masonic Hall in Sydenham, at which the 
trophies won during the season were presented and a large crowd was 
present. 


1941 got under way on January 18 with one of the very popular 
short sporting trials, which demonstrated that there was no need to get 
out in the backblocks to find a testing course—not that it was possible to 
do so, anyway, with the meagre fuel supply. Much work was entailed 
in discovering suitable courses and in staging these “pocket-handker- 
chief" events, but the good attendances amply repaid the Organisers' 
trouble. At this particular event, a party of about 40 competitors, 
officials and friends had a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon, although 
the course was hardly more than five miles from the centre of the city 
and only about 15 miles were covered in all, mainly in the vicinity of 
New Brighton. The services were well represented on this occasion, 
Private Fred Pierson sharing first place honours with Sam Besley. There 
were no clean sheets, for while experts and not-so-experts took sand, 
ruts, and most other types of observed sections in their stride, what 
upset calculations was a perfectly innocent-looking stretch of ice-plant 
on an equally easy-looking slope. If any “Slide-rule Charlies” had been 
present their calculations would have revealed that the co-efficient of 
friction of tyres on squashed ice-plant was roughly that of castor oil 
on plate-glass! Anyway, most of Fred's and Sam's 17 points went west 
on this particular section. Bruce Wisely and Pete Phillips tied for second 
place with 22 lost points, most of which also went missing among the 
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Lp. A very much appreciated feature of the afternoon was the enjoy- 
able afternoon tea to which all those present were entertained by the 
President (Laurie France), and Mrs France. 





Start of N.Z. Beach Championship, 1941. 


The major speed event of the year—in fact, the only one—was the 
500 c.c. N.Z. Beach Championship, run on March 1 at South Brighton, 
which attracted ten starters. Conditions were perfect and a large crowd 
attended. The programme opened with a 350 c.c. handicap of 6 miles, 
won by scratch man Maurie Wear in 5 min. 53 sec., with Pete Phillips 
and Neil Harris second and third. Jim Swarbrick came home first in an 
8-mile open handicap, going the distance in 7 min. 50 sec., with Dune- 
din's J. Wright in second place and Maurie Wear third. Of the ten 
starters in the big event, Dunedin was well represented with four entries, 
including B. Rosson (Norton), who was fancied to win, but not without 
fierce opposition from Maurie Wear and Bruce Wisely, both of whom 
were expected to battle valiantly to uphold the honour of Christchurch. 
And had the latter been able to reproduce his surprising performance 
in the 1940 South Island Beach Championship, he would have indeed 
been hard to beat, but only a few hours before the event, poor Bruce 
had opened a drum of fuel which had arrived the previous day from 
Wellington only to discover that instead of the very potent “mix” that 
he had used in winning the S.I. event, a certain oil company had sent 
a "brew" which didn't even remotely resemble the panther juice with 
which he had been supplied previously. Frustrating, indeed! Hurried 
experiments with carburation were not very encouraging, and he started 
in the race resigned to a drop in performance of at least 5 m.p.h. The 
rolling start was impressive indeed, and from the drop of the flag a 
terrific duel between Wear and Rosson kept the crowd on its toes, with 
Maurie’s 350 Velo sticking like a leech in the slipstream of Rosson’s 
500 Norton. The Christchurch man actually took over the lead in the 
8th lap, but lost it again in the 9th. Close in attendance were С. 
Wright of Dunedin and Wisely and Cox of Christchurch. Wisely re- 
placed Wright in third place but couldn’t challenge the leaders. Rosson 
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finally got the finish flag a few yards ahead of Wear, while in the last 
hundred yards or so Cox passed Wisely and finished in third position, 
to the cheers of the large company of Air Force types who were pre- 
sent. Nor were they undeserved, for the Wigram man’s performance 
on a very standard-appearing Ariel was a fine one indeed. Rosson’s 
time for the 20 miles was 18 min. 4 sec., 39 seconds faster than the 
time recorded by Lew Evans in winning the N.Z. Beach Championship 
in 1938. Rosson was presented with the blue riband by the Mayor 
of New Brighton, Mr Ern Smith. 


The road hill climb at Huntsbury was staged this year successfully, 
though it was doubtful if this fixture, together with beach racing events, 
could be held again for an indefinite period. Fuel restrictions were get- 
ting more drastic and circumstances generally made things difficult. 
However, competition at the 1941 climb was as fierce as ever and a 
large crowd witnessed a grand afternoon’s sport. Alan Wear won the 
250 class in 67 4/5 sec., with Dick Campbell in second place. Maurie 
Wear did 63 sec. flat in winning the 350 event from Sam Besley, with 
a time of 64 sec., while just 1/5 sec. slower in third place was Pete Phil- 
lips. In the 500 event, Neil Harris won with a 63 sec. run which tied 
with Wear’s 350 time. In second place was Russ Lovegrove, making 
a welcome reappearance, with a 65 sec. ride, and A. Cox netted third 
spot with 65 1/5 sec. The open handicap event went to Pete Phillips with 
a fast ride of 63 2/5 sec. 


Despite petrol rationing, it was decided to hold the annual major 
reliability trial if at all possible, and after prolonged negotiations with 
the Fuel Controller, who in reply to a request for 80 gallons of gas 
offered to allot half a gallon to each competitor. Enough was eventu- 
ally procured to enable this long-standing event to be held. Twenty- 
eight started in this two-day event which included an overnight stop 
at Akaroa, and including officials and friends, a total of 45 persons 
made the trip and a most enjoyable time was had by all. In addition 
to timed sections and other tests, no fewer than twenty-eight observed 
sections were included. Many Army and Air Force members took 
part. Winner of the expert class was Arthur Robinson with 96 points 
lost and crowding him very closely was Maurie Wear with 97. Pete 
Phillips took third with 105 lost. In the Novice section, Mick Hol- 
land showed a glimpse of the form which was to make him in future 
years one of the finest all-rounders in club history by taking first 
place very decisively with only 77 points lost, plus an extra 2 points 
per section which the judges decided he must be penalised for using 
a “nobbly” on his rear wheel, but even with this additional penalty he 
was well ahead of the rest of the novice entry and only 37 points be- 
hind the "experts" winner. 


In the 1942-43 season, due to drastic. restrictions on all forms of 
sport and the almost complete "drying-up" of fuel supplies, the club's 
activities were the smallest in its history. Only one trophy was com- 
peted for during the entire season—the Harry Mitchell Cup awarded 
for most points scored in gymkhana events at the opening run, which 
was won by Terry Cox. In the social field activity was restricted to a 
solitary picture evening. This season was notable for the introduction of 
a set of "Emergency Rules" designed to help the club through this 
extremely critical period. 


It was in this year that the club was saddened by the death in an 
aircraft accident of Sgt.-Pilot Nigel Newton, whose splendid perform- 
ances in hill-climbs and other events had been much admired in previous 
seasons. 
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1943-44 saw a slight loosening-up of restrictions and а correspond- 
ing increase in club activity. The opening run, held at Yaldhurst 
Domain, was well attended, and in March a sporting trial around the 
New Brighton district was a huge success, and these short but enjoyable 
events were held monthly for several months, with Arthur Robinson and 
Sam Besley generally sharing the honours. Roy Parker generously 
made his workshop available to club members—a gesture which was 
very much appreciated. A sad note was struck early in 1943 by the 
news of the deaths in action of Sgt.-Pilot Trevor Kemp and of Sgt.- 
Pilot Bruce Wisely, one of the club’s foremost trials and beach race 
enthusiasts. The club also lost another popular and much-esteemed 
member of many years standing by the death after a long illness of 
Mr M. P. Jones. 


1944-45—and a gleam of light on the horizon for the world, in- 
cluding the “Pioneer”! The cautious relaxing of some restrictions made 
it possible to run no fewer than five sporting trials from the opening 
of the season until June—welcome fare for competition-hungry motor- 
cyclists! For the record—the winners of these events were Dick Camp- 
bell, N. Borlass, Mick Holland, Ken Robinson and Bill McLaughlin. 
The major trial in June attracted no fewer than 35 entries and was a 
triumph for Bill McLaughlin, who won the Experts Section from Terry 
Cox and Mick Holland. This trio also won the Handicap Section. 
The boys just couldn’t get enough trials after such a long famine, and 
the club did its best to oblige! A 2-day event on Labour week-end 
was won by Fred Pierson with Mick Holland in second spot. The 
Intermediate Section was taken by Ivan Happer, a shade ahead of 
Ken Robinson, while Bob Bruce and Norm Pierson took first and 
second in the Novice Section. The major sporting trial this season 
was easy pickings for Arthur Robinson, who was right at the top of 
his form, though he was hard pressed by Neil Harris and Alan Wear. 
But Ken Robinson turned the tables on brother Arthur in a sporting 
trial at Brooklands later in the season, losing only 17 marks to Art's 
26. Bill Hawkins was third. Still another sporting event (they just 
couldn't put 'em on fast enough for the boys!) was won by Bill Mc- 
Laughlin, followed by Terry Cox and Mick Holland. Keith Ritchie 
was fourth man and walked off with Lou de la Меге» New Riders’ 
Trophy. Another two-day event drew a splendid entry, including a Wel- 
lington competitor, Howard Tolley. Bill McLaughlin came home 2 
points ahead of Terry Cox in this event, with Mick Holland taking 
third. This event, held on a course around the Lyttelton bays and the 
summit Road, started and finished on both days at the newly-acquired 
club workshop in Ferry Road. 


Perhaps the most important event of the 1945 season was the road 
hill climb held on the Governor's Bay-Kiwi highway (a tribute to the 
club's persuasive powers with the authorities) on November 18. And 
an excellent show it was, with good entries and four classes being run 
off like clockwork. Alan Wear emerged as the 250 champion, doing 
the course in 1 min. 36 sec., followed by Trevor Redmond and Tony 
Bateman. The three-fifties couldn't equal Alan's time, Lloyd Williams 
winning this class in 1 min. 39 sec. with Mick Holland second. Some- 
thing must have happened to Maurie Wear in this event—we just can't 
recall why he didn't figure in the results—but he recorded 1 min 27 3/5 
sec. in the open event to take second place, just 1/5 sec. behind the win- 
ner, Neil Harris, who recorded F.T.D. in winning this event. Fred 
Pierson was third with 1 min. 28 sec., and he won the 500 c.c. event 
with exactly the same time. "Trophies won at this event were: B. M. A. 
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Сир (A. Wear), Big Tree Cup (Е. Williams). Triumph No. 1 Cup (Е. 
Pierson), and the Wakefield Cup (N. Harris). 


The year came to a triumphant conclusion with a night trial in 
December which was won by Sam Besley, with Bill McLaughlin in 
second place. Bill, with team-mates Johnny Kerr and R. Nordstrom, 
took the team award. 


During this year the club lost an old member and committeeman 
by the death of Mr A. H. Haden, who in addition to performing pro- 
minently in trials and other events had been a hard worker in the in- 
terests of the club. 


And so, with the war over, the Pioneer rolled, up its sleeves in 
readiness for the forthcoming boom in the world’s finest sport—motor- 
cycling! 
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THE POST-WAR YEARS 


Club members whose motorcycling careers only commenced within 
the last 10 years or so, when, in common with many other branches of 
sport, motorcycling was gradually reverting to normal, can scarcely 
visualise the flood of pent-up enthusiasm which released itself during 
the first few years after the “outbreak of peace," as some cynic described 
it. With servicemen returning in thousands, many of whom were keen 
motorcyclists who had been deprived of their favourite sport for the 
“duration,” plus large numbers who had been introduced to motor- 
cycling through army service and were keen to try themselves out in 
what they had found to be a wonderful sport, an unprecedented revival 
took place in the whole motorcycle movement. The joy of ex-com- 
petition riders in once more being able to participate in their favourite 
sport, was marred, perhaps, by the thought of the many pre-war enthusi- 
asts who would no more be seen on road or track through having given 
their lives during the recent struggle. 


It would require several volumes to chronicle the unceasing parade 
of events during the immediate post-war years, and we can do no more 
than touch on the highlights of those enjoyable times. When it is con- 
sidered, for instance, that in 1946, even before things had completely 
got back to normal, Pioneer was running at least one major event a 
month, plus numerous smaller gatherings of a social nature, it will be 
seen that anything approaching a complete record of events and win- 
ners ж impossible. Sporting and night trials accounted for nearly half 
the 1946 activities. Winning riders were Ray Whyte, Harry Mitchell, 
Dave McMillan, Pete Phillips, Bob Bruce, Merv. Marsh and V. Carson. 
Prominent at a 4-mile track meet at Prebbleton were Tony Bateman, 
Pete Phillips, Bill Alexander and Mick Holland. An outstanding event 
was the N.Z. 500 c.c. Beach Championship—the first time in five years 
that Brighton Beach had echoed to the boom of open exhausts. Pre-war 
beach racers now relegated to the role of spectators looked on dole- 
fully as Auckland, Wellington and Dunedin riders monopolized the 
first four places. Jack Maiden, of Auckland, put his Norton over the 
20-mile course in the fast time of 17 min. 7 2/5 sec., carving a sub- 
stantial slice from Bert Rosson's 1941 time. Maurie Wear on his 350 
Velo was the first: "local boy" in finish. 


The 1946 opening run was at Yaldhurst Domain and the grounds 
were hardly big enough to contain the crowd. In the Governor’s Bay- 
Kiwi hill climb on November 17, Alan Wear retained his 250 title, but 
new champions arose in the persons of Bill Fabian and Mick Holland 
in the 350, 500 and open classes, Mick taking the latter two events. A 
night trial to Akaroa on December 15, won by V. Carson, finished the 
season and gave officials a short breathing-space! 


More trials, a tremendous sports day at Waihora Park, i-mile 
track races at Halswell Domain, two beach race dates, one of which in- 
cluded the S.J. 250 and 350 championship (won by Alan Wear and 
Doug Cresswell and the S.I. Open (won by Bill Alexander) and the 
ever-popular King's Birthday Kaikoura Trial (won by Peter Phillips) and 
a hugely-attended opening run at Springston Domain, brought 1947 
to a close with the exception of the road hill climb championships held 
on December 7. Bob Proctor dethroned Alan Wear from the 250 class 
and Harry Willson established himself as the new 350 champ, while 
maestro Mick Holland repeated his clean sweep of the 500 and open 
events, recording a "fastest ever" time of 1 min. 21 3/5 sec. in the 
latter. 
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1948 got under way with another beach meeting, which drew 
crowds reminiscent of the early days of sand racing. Mick Holland 
easily won the S.I. 500 с.с. title, and a newcomer, Harry Willson, took 
the 350 event. Another newcomer grabbed off the 250 title, C. Mc- 
Kelvie coming in first ahead of Alan Wear. In the grass track arena, 
Roy Parkinson took the S.I. -mile championship after winning his 
heat and the semi-final. This was a very full afternoon, the programme 
comprising six heats, two semi-finals, and the final, plus several handi- 
cap events. А sporting trial in May drew one of the most imposing 
entry lists ever seen, and was won by Graham Dennison with a masterly 
ride in which he dropped only two points. The major trial this year was 
again to Kaikoura and return and Pete Phillips took the championship 
section and the Triumph Cup, while B. Billens won the Moir Cup for 
the handicap section and Ray Rushbridge made an excellent showing 
to win the Falconer Cup for the best performance by a first-year rider. 
Ray demonstrated that this was no fluke by decisively winning the next 
event, a sporting trial in the Waimakariri riverbed locality. This event 
was so popular that another was held in August, Keith Gardner taking 
first place with a fine ride in which he lost only 8 points. The first 
Tullett Memorial Trial, in September, drew enthusiastic support from 
five clubs—a tribute to the memory of a great-hearted enthusiast. Cor- 
sair's "B" team won easily with a margin of 87 points over the 
C.A.C.C.’s “А” team, and Corsairs “A” team was third. А ten-race 
4-mile grass meeting was also run later this month, and the Opening 
Run, also in September, brought out a tremendous crowd. Harry Willson 
amassed most points in the day's events and Miss Cross was the most 
successful lady competitor. А beach meeting in November brought 
Gordon Haggitt up from Dunedin to take the S.I. Open Champion- 
ship title over 20 miles, while B. E. Norriss won the 8-mile scratch 
event for 350's. Two handicap events were won by Jim Swarbrick and 
Mick Holland. The year was rounded off with the road hill climb cham- 
pionships in December, when some new champions emerged in the per- 
sons of Bob Entwhistle (250), Wally Thomas (350), and Jack Cunning- 
ham (500 and Open). 


The 12-hour night trial which opened the 1949 season was won by 
Graham Dennison, who took both championship and handicap events, 
but was close pressed by Keith Gardiner in both classes. Another of 
the popular "Waimak" trials, in February, was won by Vic Rush. 
March's main event was a beach meeting, with four handicap events, 
the main feature being the Club Open Handicap of 22 miles, won by 
Norm Kelly, while the other races went to R. Brown, P. Williams and 
“Snow” Harding. In April a bumper i-mile track meet at Halswell, 
with no fewer than 22 races, drew a good crowd of cash customers. 
First places were well distributed, with. Jim Swarbrick, Cedric Andrews, 
Norm Kelly, Ken Robinson, Maurie Orange and Ron Huband showing 
prominently. The main event for May was the Pyramid Valley Trial, in 
which Vic Rush took first place and the Laurenson Cup with a ride 
which brought him home 11 points ahead of second man Bernie Wil- 
liams. John Kerr wasn't very far behind in third spot. In the popu- 
lar Kaikoura 2-day event, run on June 5 and 6, Keith Gardiner showed 
his mettle by winning both championship and handicap sections, with 
102 points lost as compared to 122 dropped by second place man Vic 
Rush. But in a ^Waimak" event held the following month Vic flattened 
all opposition by coming in first, ahead of Bernie Williams and Graham 
Dennison. A benefit 4-mile track meeting, in aid of the Tramways 
Queen in a Queen Carnival contest running in Christchurch at the time, 
ran 15 events to a good-sized audience. The Rush brothers, Vic and 
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Mart, figured prominently at this meeting, also the father-son combina- 
tion of Les and Ronnie Moore, while Mick Holland and Maurie Orange 
were also very much “among those present." Beach races were run on 
August 13—but in spite of the date, everything went over perfectly. 
Best race of the day—in fact one of the best for many seasons—was a 
terrific wheel-to-wheel duel in the 350 scratch race between Geoff Mar- 
don and Frank Jowett, with Geoff getting the verdict by a mere 2/5 
sec. over the 10 miles. Beach habitues mentally noted that Frank and his 
beautifully-prepared B.S.A. might be worth keeping an eye on in future 
events. Jim Swarbrick took the 500 scratch race, N. G. Cummings won 
the 10-mile open handicap, and Wilf Brown gave an indication of future 
form by winning the consolation handicap on his pre-war Triumph, 
which in times to come was to prove a headache both for handicappers 
and competitors on very much more modern machines. September 
went by with but one event for the month—a sporting trial, run in the 
Halswell district, and won by John Kerr. Ev. Norriss, giving a glimpse 
of what might be expected of him in the future, came in second ahead 
of quite a few well-known trialists. October saw the customary large 
gathering at Yaldhurst Domain for the Opening Run, where a large 
gymkhana programme was run off. November’s main event, a 12-hour 
night trial, was won in effortless fashion by Ev. Norriss. This was a 
straight-out championship event, the usual handicap section being omit- 
ted owing to lack of entries. Bill Rush and Peter Bennett took second 
and third places. 


Championship titles changed hands again in 1950’s first major 
event—the Governor’s Bay-Kiwi hill climb. Jim Swarbrick went home 
with the Open and 500 c.c. titles, Maurie Daniel got home ahead of 
Alby Thomas by a few decimal points in the 350 c.c. event, and Snow 
Harding annexed the 250 c.c. title. А seven-event beach meeting in 
April was well patronised by public and competitors. Graham Den- 
nison won two events—the 2-stroke race and a 4-mile handicap event— 
on his very swift (and noisy) 197 Excelsior, and Tommy McCleary took 
the 250 scratch race of 8 miles. In the 10-mile 350 event Frank Jowett 
headed off Vic Rush and Norm Kelly, while the 500 event went to Jim 
Swarbrick, closely pursued by Wilf Brown, who appeared to find a 
little more “urge” at every meeting. A 20-mile open handicap for the 
Kennett Cup went to D. Pateman from Timaru riding his Excelsior 
Manxman and Dave Soanes took the 8-mile consolation. 


The inability to procure a course in the vicinity of the city did not 
deter the club in its effort to re-introduce the once-popular sport of 
one-mile grass track racing. The country racecourse at Hurunui was 
finally obtained and this excellent course amid pleasant surroundings 
was the scene of some good racing on May 7. Теп races (none larger 
than four laps) were run off. Prominent in the day’s sport were Maurie 
Daniell, Ron Chisholm, Ernie Brown, Vic Rush, Ken Robinson, and two 
of the local district riders, Smith and Aitken, the latter winning the 
aggregate points trophy, while Ernie Brown with his venerable pea- 
shooter Harley won the Gay Cup. A pleasant day was had by all, 
though attendance was only moderate. 


The Pyramid Valley Trial in April saw Bill Rush take first place 
and the Laurenson Cup. In the three-day Kaikoura Trial in June, 
Ev Norriss continued on his winning way by annexing both cham- 
pionship and handicap sections, with Keith Gardiner and Bruce Mc- 
Kenzie not very far behind, while Ray Ayres won the Falconer Cup. 
Two more trials were run during July and August—the first, in the 
Waimak. district, being won by Vic Rush from Ron Pierson and 
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Graham Dennison, while the Tullett Memorial, held in August, saw 
Pioneer’s “А” and “В” teams finish first and second, the Corsair “А” 
taking third place. Vic Rush won the Bennett Trophy for best indi- 
vidual performance. 


Yaldhurst Domain was again the scene of the Opening Run on 
September 17, and a perfect day made this always enjoyable outing ex- 


ceptionally well patronised. A very long programme of sports events 
was run off. 


Three scratch races for 250, 350 and 500 c.c. machines, of 6, 8 
and 10 miles respectively, and three sprint races of 2 miles each for the 
same classes of machines, plus a 12-mile open handicap and an 8-mile 
consolation event, made up the very full programme at the beach meet- 
ing on September 16. Snow Harding and his Triumph won the 250 
scratch event, while in the 350 event Frank Jowett added another scalp 
to his collection by leading Ernie Brown across the finish line by the 
slender margin of 2/5 of a second. Bill Swarbrick and Les Lamb 
(Oamaru) staged another Jowett-Brown type of duel in the 500 event, 
but Bill's winning margin was even slimmer—1/5 of a second! In the 
250 2-mile sprint, Snow Harding uncorked a little extra and led second 
man Sid Harrison home by 10 seconds. The 350 event was won by 
the writer on Frank Jowett’s B.S.A., which the trusting owner had 
kindly loaned for the occasion. After some 12 years absence from rac- 
ing, this brief interlude was a real thrill, and we were also touched 
by the thoughtfulness of the many friends who inquired if we needed 
any assistance in getting aboard the B.S.A., but fortunately we managed 
to mount without being compelled to accept their kind offers. In the 
500 event, Bill Swarbrick led Dave Soanes by 2 seconds with Les Lamb 
third. Wilf Brown really uncorked something in the 12-mile open 
when his 12-year-old mount brought him home in first place in 10 min. 
22 sec., 2/5 of a second ahead of Swarbrick. This was a day of close 
finishes—even in the consolation race, won by Dave Soanes in the fast 
time of 6 min. 17 sec. for the 8 miles, there was a mere two seconds 
between the winner and second man, Les Lamb. 


A nine-race programme at the Hurunui one-mile track, on October 
7, went off very well. Bob Proctor, Wilf Brown, Henry Neave, Tommy 
McCleary and Dave McLaughlin figured prominently at this meeting, 
which was held in perfect weather. The track’s pleasant surroundings 
made this an ideal picnic venue and a goodly number made the 70- 
odd mile trip from town to witness the day's racing. 


The 1950 season ended with the road hill climb in November, 
at which the feature event was the 350 c.c. S.I. Championship, won by 
Tommy McCleary by the narrow margin of .03 sec. from Maurie 
Daniel. Tommy also took the 250 event, with Bob Entwhistle and Sid 
Harrison second and third. Maurie Daniel won the 350 event and made 
fastest 350 time of the day in doing so, and Bob Proctor took the 500 
class with a fastest time of the day ride in 83.82 sec. 


1951 got underway early with a sports day at Yaldhurst Domain on 
January 14, in which almost every type of gymkhana event in the calen- 
dar was run. А championship beach meeting. in which three title 
events, plus five other races, made up a very interesting programme, was 
run on February 10. The N.Z. 250, N.Z. Open, and South Island 350 
titles were up for decision, but were preceded by three 2-mile sprint races 
for 250, 350, and 500 machines. Tommy McCleary just got home in 
front of Graham Stuthridge in the first event, both Ariel-mounted, and 
the 350 race went to Dunedin's Des Loughead, whose Gold Star B.S.A. 
packed a little too much wallop for Frank Jowett's ridden-to-work-every- 
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day B.32, which finished a creditable second ahead of Pateman’s “Manx- 
man” Excelsior. Timaru’s Jim Oed, also Manxman-mounted, took the 
500 race in the brisk time of 1 min. 38 sec. from Bob Proctor and Selwyn 
Burt. In the N.Z. 250 с.с. championship of 6 miles, Tommy McCleary 
headed Graham Stuthridge by a 3-second margin with Jack Fisher in 
third spot. The 350 S.I. championship went to Des Loughead, the issue 
never being in doubt, his Gold Star definitely having the legs of the 
B.S.A.’s ridden by Frank Jowett and the writer. An enjoyable “dice” 
between the two latter resulted in Frank taking second place by a 2 4/5 
seconds margin, the writer finding that the “march of time” with its in- 
evitable results of increased avoirdupois and expanded waistline made 
it impossible to flatten himself out behind the handlebars as in days of 
yore! Last title event of the day, the N.Z. Open Championship of 16 
miles, was won decisively by Selwyn Burt with Dave Soanes in second 
place, while Des Loughead came in third after heading off the rest 
of the field with his 350 Gold Star. A 10-mile open handicap, won by 
Bob Proctor, and the consolation race, won by Dave Soanes, wound 
up an extremely full afternoon. 


Bernie Williams struck form to win the Pyramid Valley trial by 3 
points from Ev Norriss, with Ray Rushbridge in third place. This was 
March’s main event. Early in April another Hurunui meeting was held. 
Ernie Brown, retiring his venerable peashooter to stud, turned out on 
a speedway J.A.P. and demolished the 4-lap track record in no uncer- 
tain fashion, returning 3 min. 28 1/5 sec., a 69 m.p.h. average. Dave 
Soanes won two races and other winners were R. Scott, Ron Chisholm, 
Bill Swarbrick, Maurie Daniel, G. Low and Roy Parkinson. 


The following day (Sunday) it was the turn of the trials enthusiasts. 
An event held in the Waimak. locality drew 16 entries and once more 
Bernie Williams was the victor in both championship and handicap 
classes with Bob Harris and Ev Norriss taking the next places in both 
classes. 


Seven races, including a 24-mile open handicap for the Kennett Cup, 


were run at a beach meeting on May 12. The customary 2-mile 


sprints resulted: 250, Snow Harding; 350, Des Loughead; 500, Dave 
Soanes (who returned the sizzling time of 1 min. 31 2/5 sec., an aver- 
age of very nearly 80 m.p.h.). Three club championships were on the 
programme. The 6-mile 250 event went to Graham Stuthridge, Des 
Loughead took the 8-mile 350 race, and Jim Swarbrick won the 500 
event of 10 miles. The Kennett Cup 24-miler was a popular win for 
Henry Neave. The usual consolation event was not run. 


The annual Kaikoura Trial attracted a formidable entry list and 
with officials and friends constituted the largest invasion which Kai- 
koura had experienced for some time. Bernie Williams was again un- 
beatable, winning the championship section from Vic Rush and Don 
McLeod. Don, who had been making steady advances in the trials 
field for some little time, won the handicap section by a margin of 
4 points from Bernie Williams. 


Another bumper entry turned out for the Tullett Memorial Trial 
this season, run in the Gebbie’s Pass-Tai Tapu district. The C.A.C.C. 
team (Bernie Williams, Graham Dennison and Bob Harris) won this 
event, while Vic Rush made the best individual performance with only 
65 points lost for the day. 


Though better public attendance would have been appreciated, ideal 
weather could generally be counted upon for the frequent Hurunui grass 


track meetings, nor was there any lack of entries. The meeting held - 


on October 27 went off very well. D. Scott (Nelson) won two races and 
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another Nelson rider, К. Anderson, won one event. Other success- 
ful riders were Jim Mullins, Dave Soanes, Cliff Foskett, Malcolm Back- 
house and Maurie Daniel. 


Ten races were run off at the beach meeting in November and the 
very full programme went off without a hitch. The 250, 350 and 500 
sprint winners were C. Foskett, D. Pateman and Wilf Brown. A 2-stroke 
handicap was won by Malcolm Backhouse, whose 198 c.c. Excelsior 
had a surprising turn of speed. In the 350 6-mile scratch race (an event 
which for several beach meetings had produced some spectacularly 
close finishes) Frank Jowett and D. Pateman had a wheel-to-wheel duel 
with Pateman getting the verdict by the proverbial whisker, with Jowett 
so closely in attendance that the timers couldn’t separate them. In the 
500 scratch event, Wilf Brown, whose pre-war Triumph seemed to find 
a few more knots at each meeting, won handily from Bell (Matchless) 
and Soanes (Triumph). Ray Boundy won a 12-mile open handicap, 
also a 6-miler confined to 500 c.c. machines, and Don McLeod won 
the second 2-stroke event on the programme. Final race was a 6-mile 
350 handicap, won by Bob Harris (Royal Enfield) with Frank Jowett 
coming up with a wet sail to take second place. A large attendance 
of the public, bumper entries and smooth organisation made this an 
outstanding event. 


The opening run, later than usual this year, was again held at 
Yaldhurst Domain in beautiful weather. One of the largest programmes 
of gymkhana events yet held resulted in Ev Norriss amassing the largest 
number of points for the day, winning him the Mitchell Cup. 


Miniature T.T. events, which had not been so prominent in recent 
seasons, staged a popular comeback with a nine-race fixture at Wright’s 
Farm on December 15. Len Reynolds won the 2-stroke championship 
(held in place of the usual 250 event) and Tom Robinson and Pete 
Phillips took the 350 and 500 events, while winners of the other events 
were B. Parkin, Jim Kennedy, Roy Parkinson, Ken Robinson and Pete 
Phillips. Next day (Sunday) all Saturday’s competitors, plus a lot 
more, figured in a sports day at Yaldhurst Domain. Another big pro- 
gramme was run off, and Ev Norriss again finished the day with a 
healthy points lead which definitely clinched his hold on the Mitchell 
Cup. This was the last event of a very active season. 


The 1952 season started with a 2-class trial over Western Valley, 
Class A being for sports type machines and Class B for touring rigs. 
“That man Norriss” walked off with the “A” section from Nelson 
Turner and Bruce McKenzie, while Alan Gallop took the “В” class. 
In February another nine-race beach programme went off without a 
hitch, starting with the usual sprints. A blanket would have covered 
the three placed men in the 250 event, only one second separating win- 
ner R. Lewis, second man Graham Stuthridge and third man Jack 
Fisher. A large gap separated 350 winner Pateman, whose Manxman 
Excelsior was really cracking, from Vic Rush and Bob Harris. Dave 
Soanes' time of 1 min. 38 1/5 sec. in winning the 500 event was identi- 
cal with that of Pateman's 350 time—an indication of how the Manxman 
was rolling. And strange to relate, the times of Jim Kennedy and Max 
Monk, second and third in the 500 event, were also identical with those 
of the second and third men in the 350 race. Jack Fisher won the 250 
4-mile scratch race and Len Reynolds took the 2-stroke ditto. Pateman 
again left the field in the 350 scratch event and Dave Soanes again 
headed Jim and Max in the 500 race, but Dave did the journey in 10 
seconds less time than Pateman's 350 time. The 24-mile open event for 
the Kennett Cup went to Jim Swarbrick, with Soanes and Pateman 
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second and third. The afternoon finished with a consolation event which 
was won by Ivan Happer, who had been trying hard all the afternoon 
but just failed to get into the picture. 


The success of this meeting prompted the holding of a similar event 
in March, the programme being very similar except that there was no 
race of more than 8 miles. Graham Stuthridge, Bas Chambers and Wilf 
Brown took the sprint events. Wilf returned the very good time of 1 
min. 35 1/5 sec. on his faithful Triumph one-lunger in winning 
his class. The class scratch races were won by Stuthridge, Chambers 
and Soanes, and two handicap races, 350 and 500, were won by Cham- 
bers and Jim Kennedy, while the consolation went to C. Debenham. 


In the next event, the Pyramid Valley Sporting Trial, Vic Rush 
headed the championship section by 9 points from Ev Norriss, and 
Nelson Turner took the handicap event. Vic continued to mow ’em 
down in the major trial, held as usual to Kaikoura during the King's 
Birthday week-end. His loss of only 63 points won him the champion- 
ship class with a lead of 26 points over second man Nelson Turner. O 
van Dongen won the handicap section with a display of consistent rid- 
ing in which he dropped only 99 points over the three days. 


A sporting trial in the Diamond Harbour district brought 26 
starters and dark horse Mick Costello swept both classes with an effort- 
less showing, only dropping 32 points. Mick very nearly repeated his 
success at a Waimak sporting trial the next month when he tied for 
second place with Kevin Horgan in the handicap class and took third 
in the championship section. Sid Harrison took a well-deserved first 
place in both sections, losing a mere 13 points. 


A scramble on a course in the Hornby district, including time trials 
over two laps (won by B. Witte with a fastest time of 4 min. 24 sec.) and 
three heats and a final (won by Ray Rushbridge) was September’s most 
strenuous event, the other fixture for the month being a social run to 
Waihora Park where a very full sports programme was run. October’s 
main event was another of the popular Hurunui track meetings. D. 
Scott again made the trip down from Nelson and won two races, record- 
ing 3 min. 35 sec. for one event, which was only 5 sec. outside Ernie 
Brown's track record. Other winners were Wilf Brown, Norm Pierson, 
Bob Brown, Brian McGibbon, Graham Stuthridge, Ron Wills and Ron 
Chisholm. The other event in this month was the annual opening run, 
as usual well attended. 


A beach meeting in November, held in the morning, was a big suc- 
cess. The change from the usual afternoon fixture seemed to make no 
difference to the attendance, and entries were excellent. Main event was 
a 50-mile race run in championship and handicap sections. Oamaru’s 
Les Lamb (Norton Manx) won in 43 min. 58 sec., 32 seconds ahead of 
second man Dave Soanes, but in the handicap section these positions 
were reversed. No 250 or 350 machines lasted the distance. The other 
events were the usual three class sprint events (250, 350, and 500), 
which were won by Stuthridge, Pateman and Lamb, and an 8-mile open 
handicap, won by D. Stephenson, with Dave Soanes and Bob Proctor 
following. 


A large attendance at a film evening on November 17 demonstrated 
that a social type of event was appreciated as much as the more stren- 
uous competition fixtures. 


Another Hurunui meeting on Boxing Day, December 26, wrote 
finis to 1952. Graham Stuthridge amassed most points for the day with 
a first and four seconds. Jim Kennedy won two races and other win- 
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ners were Max Monk, Tony Shields, Dick Sisson, Jim Wright, Sid Har- 
rison and Henry Neave. And so ended another very full year which, 
unhappily, was marred by the death of Llew Evans, who had figured so 
prominently in Pioneer events in the 1930's, including winning the N.Z. 
Beach Championship in 1938. Llew had been connected with the 
motorcycle trade for many years before he joined the staff of the City 
Council Traffic Department. The writer’s friendship with Llew dated 
back to 1917, both starting in the motorcycle trade at the same time, 
and working together for several different periods from then up to the 
late 1930’s. Llew’s memory is perpetuated by the handsome trophy 
donated to the club by Mrs Evans and known as the Llew Evans 
Memorial Cup, which is awarded to the winner of the 16-mile beach 
race, the Evans Memorial, annually. 


In the first two months of 1953 beach races occupied the stage and 
entries showed no sign of waning. At the January meeting the usual 
sprint and scratch class races were won by Graham Stuthbridge, Trevor 
Simpson and Jim Kennedy (sprint events) and scratch race winners 
were Stuthbridge, Ernie Brown (who had blown the cobwebs off his 
superannuated peashooter Harley and brought it out for an airing), 
and Dave Soanes. A 9-mile open handicap was won by R. Overton, 
chased hard by Ernie Brown and Ray Ayres. Ray took the consolation 
event. 


An almost identical programme, plus the Llew Evans Memorial 
Handicap, was run in March. Sprint winners were Bob Brown (250), 
Ernie Brown (350), and Jim Kennedy (500) and scratch winners, in the 
same order, were Bob Brown, Ernie Brown and Dave Soanes. The 16- 
mile Evans Memorial Handicap was won by Trev Glassenbury, with 
the Brown brothers, Wilf and Bob, in close attendance. The 6-mile con- 
solation went to Wilf Brown. 


The Pyramid Valley Sporting Trial on March 22 was Mick Cos- 
tello’s big day. He won both championship and handicap sections in 
an entry of 32, taking both the Laurenson and Wooff and Salvesen Cups. 


At a Hurunui track meeting in April, Bob Brown headed the points 
count with a first and four second places, and other winners were 
Graham Stuthridge, Maurie Daniel, Sid Harrison, Ray Ayres, Топу 
Shields and Ron Chisholm. ; 


The Kaikoura Trial this year was notable for a double win for 
Ev Norriss, who headed both sections by a big margin. Sid Harrison 
and Bas Chalmers each took a second place. It was Ray Ayres’ turn 
to head the list in a Waimak sporting trial on June 28, 20 points ahead 
of second man Alec Ormandy. Another sporting trial in the Diamond 
Harbour district, in August, saw Vic Rush top the poll in the cham- 
pionship class. B. le Beau won the handicap section. Still another trial 
(a “Waimak”) open to non-handicap riders only, was won by B. le 
Beau. Alec Ormandy took another second place in this event, which 
was the fourth trial in succession—an indication of the popularity of 
this type of event. 


Beach races on September 26 consisted of an 8-race programme. 
The 250 and 350 sprint events, won by Jack Fisher and Norm Pierson, 
were notable for close finishes, but Dave Soanes won the 500 class well 
ahead of second man Bruce Benke. Jack Fisher repeated in the 250 4- 
mile scratch event, and in the 350 race there was another photo-finish 
between winner Norm Pierson and Maurie Daniel, only 1/5 sec. separ- 
ating them. Wilf Brown very decisively won the 500 scratch event from 
Dave Soanes, and Sid Harrison took the 12-mile open handicap. An 8- 
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mile consolation handicap went to Е. Cridge. Next day, Sunday, was 
the opening run, to the old favourite venue Waihora Park, and the usual 
sports programme was by no means lacking support—in fact, for most 
of the 20-odd events there was a queue waiting to get into the act! 


The 250, 350 and 500 c.c. Canterbury Championships came up for 
decision at the beach meeting on December 12. Three sprint events 
were run first, these being taken by Graham Stuthbridge, D. Mar- 
chant and Dave Soanes. Pat Glassenbury won the 250 title event from 
Graham Stuthridge, Selwyn Burt took the 350 race, and Wilf Brown, 
who was in tremendous form, won the 500 title from Dave Soanes, 
doing the 12 miles in the fast time of 10 min. 2 sec. The 16-mile Llew 
Evans Memorial Handicap also went to Wilf, with Dave again in 
second spot. No consolation event was run. 


The year closed with an innovation in the form of a series of road 
races in the Bromley district. The venue selected was the cause of a 
rather unfortunate public controversy, but as the Christchurch City 
Council’s permission was forthcoming, the event was proceeded with. 
Some good racing and close finishes kept the spectators on their toes. 
In the 350 event, only 4/5 sec. separated the first three finishers, Leo 
Simpson (Edgcumbe) and Tommy McCleary and Mick Holland. Simp- 
son won three of the day’s events and had a very slight edge on the 
best of the local riders. Other races were won by Jim Mullins, Jack 
Fisher, C. Debenham, A. Burgess and T. Willis (Nelson). 


No fewer than three beach meetings were staged in the first three 
months of the 1954 season. The first, on January 9, was comprised of 
the usual sprint and scratch events. Of the former, Pete Phillips won 
the 250, Ron Pierson the 350 and Dave Soanes the 500, and the scratch 
races were taken by Trev Glassenbury, Ron Pierson and Dave Soanes. A 
6-mile visitors race was won by Norm Pierson, and Max Monk took a 
well-deserved first in the 15-mile open handicap. Wilf Brown, whose 
mount wasn’t quite showing its usual form of speed on this particular 
day, won the consolation race. A fortnight after this, an eight-hour 
programme, including the N.Z. 50-mile Open title, drew one of the 
largest spectator attendances for years. Main interest centred on the 
title race, which was won by Wilf Brown in 44 min. 9 sec. Second 
and third places went to Vic Rush and Jim Kennedy. АП three rode 
500 c.c. machines. The 350 and 250 sections were won by Dave Man- 
hart and Trev. Glassenbury. In the handicap section of the race 
Vic Rush, Wilf Brown and Dave Manhart finished in that 
order. Other sprint and handicap races were won by Glassenbury, 
Manhart, and Soanes. Another championship meeting was run 
on March 20, when the 20-mile S.I. 500 and N.Z. 250 titles came 
up for decision. The former event was a popular win for Jim 
Kennedy, with Max Monk and Dave Soanes making it an all-Triumph 
victory. Jim had previously given an indication of his form by winning 
the 500 sprint event. The Glassenbury brothers, Trev and Pat, made 
a family affair of it by finishing in that order in the N.Z. 250 title 
event. Jim Kennedy nonchalantly walked off with two handicap races 
for good measure, Ernie Brown calmly demonstrated that his “dead- 
but-won’t-lie-down” peashooter Harley had the legs of the rest of the 
field by winning the 350 scratch event, and Dave Soanes won the con- 
solation event. The only other event in March was a well-attended 
social run and sports day at Waihora Park. Two trials were run in 
April, which many intending King's Birthday Kaikoura Trial competi- 
tors found useful to try out their form. The first was another of the 
popular Waimak events in which Mick Costello and R. Smith tied in the 
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expert section, while М. McDonald took the novice class. A popular 
competitor was Miss Shirley Robinson, who made an excellent showing 
by finishing well ahead of many of the “mere males.” Second event 
was the Pyramid Valley trial, in which Maurice Crake sprang a surprise 
by a very definite win in the expert section. D. Hughes headed the 
novice class in this event. 


The 3-day Kaikoura Trial in June saw Ray Ayres top expert, with 
Sid Harrison close up in second place, while N. Robinson and Alec 
Ormandy topped the novice section. 


One event which was something of a novelty was a series of i-mile 
flying and standing start attempts which produced some very creditable 
times, perhaps the most notable being Wilf Brown’s effort of 10.3 sec. 
from a flying start, using his veteran 5H Triumph—identical with the 
times registered by Jim Kennedy (T.100) and Bob Burns (Vincent) in 
the same class. Jim registered the best time of 16.1 sec. in the s.s. event 
and Ernie Brown made best time in the 350 s.s. event with 18.1 sec. 
Pat Glassenbury took both f.s. and s.s. 250 events in 12.1 and 18.3 
sec. respectively, and Sid Harrison took the 2-stroke f.s. event with 
16.2 sec. 


Five N.Z. records were established at a record attempt day on the 
Tram Road, Ohoka. С. К. Harris put his EMC-Puch through the trap 
at 65.17 m.p.h. to raise the 125 c.c. figure by more than 10 m.p.h., and 
D. J. Mason (James) registered the very creditable speed of 80.43 m.p.h. 
in setting a new 200 c.c. class figure. In the 250 c.c. class Trev Simpson 
did 92.26 m.p.h. on his B.S.A., some 2 m.p.h. ahead of the old figure, 
while Oamaru's Les Lamb (Norton) added near 4 m.p.h. to the pre- 
vious 500 c.c. figure. Bob Burns set a formidable figure for sidecar 
drivers to shoot at by putting his Vincent over the course at 105.14 
m.p.h. No previous record figures had been listed for sidecar outfits. 
In Bob's case, as it turned out in the light of subsequent figures, he 
was merely giving the Vincent a warm-up! 


Seven experts and sixteen novices turned out for a trial in the Ted- 
dington district on July 4. Vic Rush headed the former class, and in 
the novice section Bob Bruce came home by a mere one mark ahead 
of Alec Ormandy. Also run in July was a "navigation trial" won by E. 
Hughes, with Des Thornton 8 marks behind in second place. 


Thirty-two riders received club certificates for runs over the Tram 
Road course and five records took a severe pounding on September 
18. Trev Simpson hoisted his own 250 figure to 93.50 m.p.h., and Jim 
Kennedy set new 350 and 500 marks with 121.37 and 128.29 m.p.h. 
with his Nortons. Russell Wright, of Invercargill, lifted the open class 
figure to 140.84 m.p.h. and Bob Burns raised his own sidecar mark by 
almost 41 m.p.h. when the timer caught him at a fantastic 146.10 m.p.h. 

The Tullett Memorial Trial was won this year by the Corsair No. 1 
team with 113 points lost, which gave it a very large margin over the 
C.A.C.C. No. 1 team, which finished second. 


The Waihora Park Opening Run this year incorporated a navigation 
trial from the clubrooms to Motukarara, won by Dick France. The 
usual very full sports programme was run in perfect weather. 

A race meeting on the Lake Bryndwr track in November went off 
very well, 15 races being run. Those figuring prominently in the results 
were Pete Phillips, Tommy McCleary, Graham Stuthridge, Vic Rush, 
Norm Pierson, and Pat Glassenbury. 


Vic Rush collected an imposing array of hardware at the road 
hill climb this month, winning the Triumph No. 1, Big Tree and Wake- 
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field cups, while 250 class winner Peter Phillips took the B.M.A. cup. 

Last event of 1954 was a beach meeting, the sprint being won by 
Bob Harris, Ernie Brown and Craig Jones, while the scratch events 
went to Bob Harris, Norm Pierson and Craig Jones. The same riders 
shared the three handicap events, and a visitors handicap was won by 
Jack Fisher. 


1955 started with another Lake Bryndwr meeting, 16 races being run, 
with Vic Rush, Tommy McCleary, Norm Pierson, Craig Jones and 
Brian McGibbon showing up prominently. Another beach meeting was 
run before the end of the month, the main event being the Llew 
Evans Memorial Handicap, won by Norm Pierson, who also was suc- 
cessful in two other races. Ernie Brown on his evergreen Harley headed 
Norm home by 2 seconds in the 350 scratch event, and Jack Hubbard 
and Ron Taggart collected a first place each. Another meeting was 
held in February, with the Kennett Cup 50-miler as the star attraction, 
which was won by Norm Pierson, with Wilf Brown second and Dave 
Soanes third. Dave won the 500 c.c. championship incorporated in 
this event, and Norm took the 350 c.c. class championship in addition 
to winning the race. Sprint winners on this occasion were Tony Plum- 
mer, Craig Jones and Wilf Brown. 


The road hill climb on March 27 included for the first time a 125 
c.c. class, won by Dick Wing. Graham Stuthridge took the 250 event, 
Craig Jones was top 350, and Nelson Turner made a clean sweep of the 
500 and Open events. 


Lake Bryndwr, which had supplanted Hurunui as a venue for track 
events, was the scene of a 17-race meeting on April 2, with all the “regu- 
lars" in action. Triple first-place winners were Pete Phillips and Keith 
Killard, while Vic Rush and R. Knowles both scored doubles. 


A 10-race scramble at Harewood on April 16 saw some good riding 
by Vic Rush and Dick Sisson, but the competitor who deserved (and 
got) the lion's share of applause was Miss S. Robinson, who rode bril- 
liantly to collect two first and two second places. 


The Pyramid Valley trial оп April 24 resulted in a tie in the expert 
section, Vic Rush and Robin Smith losing 38 marks apiece, while Jack 
Banks headed the novice section. Also Ormandy, with his habit of rarely 
finishing below second place, filled that position again on this occasion. 


Another Harewood scramble in May found Dick Sisson well on 
form with three firsts and two seconds chalked up to him at the end 
of the day. Miss S. Robinson again rode stylishly to win the Light- 
weight Handicap and brother Tom took the Harewood Handicap. D. 
Collings was also a consistent performer with two firsts to his credit. 


A Waimak trial in May resulted in a win for Sid Harrison in the 
"experts," while D. Collings tied with Dick Wing in the novice section. 


Robin Smith at last made the grade in the King's Birthday Kai- 
koura Trial by winning the Expert section from Sid Harrison and 
Maurice Crake. D. Collings headed the novice section with Alec 
Ormandy scoring yet another second place. 


Cold weather didn't deter a goodly crowd from turning out to an- 
other Harewood scramble on June 19, and they saw some very good 
racing. Most prominent riders were О. Collings riding a 200 c.c. Tiger 
Cub and Vic Rush and Nelson Turner on 350 B.S.A.’s. 

A trial in the Teddington district, held in July, was another win for 
Sid Harrison, while Dick Wing headed the novice section. 

July, 1955, might well be termed the most memorable month in 
the history of the club, when for the first time in history the coveted 
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and elusive title of "world's fastest" in both solo and sidecar classes were 
gained by New Zealanders. We refer, of course, to the remarkable 
achievements of Bob Burns and Russell Wright (although Bob, of 
course, is Scottish-born, he has been with us for long enough to be 
classed as a dinkum Kiwi). The fame of these two, and what they 
accomplished, is too well known to recapitulate here. Suffice it to say 
that the choosing of Pioneer by these two men to sponsor their attempts 
was an honour indeed. 


Beach races in September were notable for the welcome return of 
Mick Holland, who had collected three first places by the end of the 
day. Trev Simpson, Craig Jones, Wilf Brown, Dave Soanes, and Norm 
Pierson won an event each. 


At a Lake Bryndwr meeting in October, one of the day's most 
successful competitors was Miss P. Nankivelle, who rode splendidly to 
collect two firsts, three seconds and one third during the afternoon. The 
opening run to Waihora Park was also held in October, with the usual 
large attendance. 


Last beach meeting of the year was staged on November 5. Win- 
ners of the 2-mile class sprints were Mick Holland, Trev Simpson and 
Wilf Brown, and the scratch class races were won by Mick, Trev, and 
Dave Soanes. Big race of the day was the 50-miler, which incorpor- 
ated class championships. Malcolm Backhouse, Pete Wells and Vic 
Rush were the 250, 350 and 500 winners. The 8-mile open handicap 
which wound up the afternoon was won by Vic Rush. 


Another Lake Bryndwr meeting. and a road hill climb at Gebbie's 
Pass, finished up another active year. This latter event attracted con- 
siderable interest. R. Knowles won the up-to-200 c.c. event. Colin Fisk 
took second place, and Miss P. Nankivelle was a very creditable third. 
Pete Phillips took the 250 title, Trev Glassenbury the 350, and Barry 
Briggs went the course in 1 min. 14 sec. to take the 500 class and make 
FID. 

1956 started off with a Lake Bryndwr meeting in February, a 15- 
race programme in which Pat and Trey Glassenbury figured prominent- 
ly. A beach meeting was another feature in this month, the main fea- 
ture, the 16-mile Llew Evans Memorial Handicap, going to Trev Simp- 
son, who also won two other events. There were 13 races on the 
programme and the spoils were pretty evenly distributed. Next day, 
Sunday, the early birds gathered at Gebbie’s Pass for the hill climb. 
Pete Phillips easily won the 250 event and Pat Glassenbury the 350 
class, while Nelson Turner won both 500 and Open events with a 
ride of 1 min. 14 sec. 


Several new riders appeared at a Harewood Scramble in March— 
in fact, the only really familiar names appearing in the results were Pete 
Phillips and Norm Pierson. J. Swanson, L. Petersen, D. Horler, B. 
Stanton and G. Sprott each had wins. 


Track racing returned to Hurunui in April when no fewer than 
17 races were run off, and in addition to the handicap events there were 
four match races and a lap record attempt by Maurie Daniel, who 
recorded 51 2/5 for the mile. Maurie also defeated Sid Harrison by 
the narrow margin of 2/5 sec. in a match race. Sid Harrison, Brian 
McGibbon, Craig Jones, J. Wright and R. Sears each collected a first 
prize. 


This year’s Pyramid Valley Trial attracted 20 starters, and Sid 
Harrison won the “A” class with a 7-point margin over Vic Rush, 
while Jim Gibson headed the “B” graders. This seemed to be Sid’s 
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big year, for at a Harewood Scramble the next month, he took three 
first places, and continued on his winning way by winning the “A” 
class in the Kaikoura 3-day trial. B. Bamford, B. Morton, and P. 
Archer filled the first three places in the “B” section, and Archer took 
the Falconer Cup for best performance by a first-season rider. Bamford 
won the Moir Cup and Pete Wells the Triumph No. 2 trophy. 


A very fine Harewood Scramble, which included three class cham- 
pionships and a special P.M.C. championship, provided some of the 
best scramble racing seen for some time. In the 250 scratch race, Mrs 
Dick Sisson (nee Shirley Robinson) tactfully gave her husband no 
opposition and he was able to win this event as a result. Sid Harrison 
won the 350 race and Don Brandon the 500. The P.M.C. Champion- 
ship was run in three heats and a final, won by Athol Stewart, with 
Pete Phillips and Sid Harrison in second and third places. 


A Waimak trial in August saw Vic Rush win the expert section. 
Twenty-nine observed sections kept competitors busy in this event. R. 
Plummer topped the novice class. 


A large number of riders journeyed to the Tram Road on Sep- 
tember 29 to "see what she'll do" over the electrically-timed half-mile, 
and as usual, some were disillusioned and some weren’t. Tommy Mc- 
өр, returned best time of the day with a mean speed of 131.17 
m.p.h. 


The S.I. 500 c.c. scramble championship was run at Harewood on 
October 14 before a large crowd. Heat winners were Ev Norriss and 
Selwyn Burt, but the 12-lap final went to Kevin McCleary with Peter 
Hughey and Bruce Benke second and third. Several other races were 
held during the afternoon. 


The S.I. Beach Championships, plus three sprint events and the 
Llew Evans Memorial Handicap, were run in November. The three 
class sprint events were won by Tony Plummer, Trev Simpson and 
Bruce Marsden (Dunedin), and the identical three won the three S.I. 
Championship titles, the distances being 10 miles (250), 16 miles (350), 
and 20 miles (500). The 16-mile Evans Memorial went to E. Tomlinson. 


Nine entrants turned up at Gebbie's Pass on the morning of Feb- 
ruary 16 and if the entry was on the small side it at least enabled each 
rider to make nine or ten runs up the hill. Star of the day was Jim 
Brown, who won both the club open championship and the 500 c.c. 
ditto. Pat Glassenbury took both the S.I. 350 championship and the 
club 350 title. E. Tomlinson made a very creditable first appearance 
with a second, third and a fourth place. 


The Pyramid Valley Trial this year was won by Sid Harrison, who 
topped the "experts" with 47 points lost. Ev Norriss took second place. 
B. Roberts won the novice section. 


In April, the Tram Road was again the scene of much activity, 
with a large number of riders making so many runs that the tempera- 
ture of the road surface must have risen quite appreciably! Fastest 
of the day was veteran Bert Munro, who put the famous "Special" 
through the trap to the tune of 143.6 m.p.h. 

Some new names figured in the results of the 1957 Kaikoura Trial. 
Peter Archer won the Triumph No. 2 Cup in the “experts,” and in 
the novice section D. Hearn and P. Chapple dead-heated for the Moir 
and Falconer Cups. 

Some fine racing was seen at Harewood in June. The 12-race pro- 
gramme included the N.Z. 250 scramble title, in two heats and a final. 
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Des Knauf of Timaru won Heat 1, апа Ken Cleghorn, the Northern 
scrambles star, won Heat 2. The final went to Knauf, with Len Rey- 
nolds second and Cleghorn third. 


The course was also the scene of some good racing in September, 
when ten events, including the Pioneer Scramble Championship, were 
run before a fair attendance. The title was won by A. Merrin, who 
was pushed all the way by Athol Stewart and Dave McLaughlin. Len 
Reynolds, Norm Kelly, Ev Norriss and Bob Currie figured in the 
handicaps and scratch races. 


Sunday, October 6, was an ideal day for the annual opening run 
to Waihora Park, where the usual sports events were run. Ev Norriss 
topped the score with 14 points for the day. 


About 20 riders put their machines over the "flying half" at Tram 
Road on September 28. This was the first day on which the course 
was moved westward, the timed section ending almost at Brown's 
Road. No records were attempted, and speeds ranged from 61 to 115 
m.p.h. However, at the next Tram Road meeting, on December 7, two 
N.Z. records received very drastic cracks during the day. George Low 
(Triumph) raised the N.Z. 200 c.c. record to 91.20 m.p.h., and Bob 
Burns hoisted the N.Z. Open record to a sizzling 164.45 b.p.h. Ап 
innovation this time was a standing i-mile, which though not drawing 
many entries, produced some quite interesting results. 


The Kennett Cup race and the Llew Evans Memorial were among 
the events in a nine-race beach meeting in April 1958. Racing com- 
menced at 9.15 a.m. and the programme was well under way before the 
prevailing easterly put in its appearance. The 250, 350 and 500 sprint 
events were won by Norm Pierson, Jack Hubbard and Jack Banks, 
and in the corresponding scratch events the order was the same in the 
first two races, but Ron Taggart took the 500 class. Both sprint and 
scratch races were notable for close finishes. Jack Hubbard took the 
Kennett Cup race and Don McNeill the Evans Memorial, and T. 
Wood won the consolation vent. 


R. Plummer headed the "experts" in the King's Birthday Kaikoura 
Trial with a 14-point margin over Peter Archer, and J. Thompson 
had a big lead over second man K. Lipscombe in the novice section, 
winning both the Moir and Falconer Cups. 


A Waimak trial in July resulted in Vic Rush winning the “ех- 
perts" by 6 points from Peter Archer, and Peter Langdale-Hunt headed 
the novice class. 


A very full programme of 16 races went off well at Islington in 
September. Don McNeill won four events and was very hard indeed to 
head off during the day. 


Ev Norriss won the expert section in the Pyramid Valley Trial this 
year by the slim margin of one point from R. Stewart, with Jack Banks 
only six points astern in third place. В. McCleary and Jack Penny 
both made excellent showings to finish first and second in the novice 
section. 


At Greenpark, on Sunday, March 1, 1959, ten events were run. 
Due to the many obstacles making it practically impossible to continue 
the running of beach races, the two premier beach race trophies, the 
Kennett and Evans Memorial Cups, were awarded for events at this 
meeting, the former being won by Max Monk and the latter by Bob 
Harris. Dave Burns, Sid Harrison, Pete Phillips and Len Reynolds were 
among the successful competitors at this meeting. 


101 








The Tram Road was again the scene of tremendous activity on 
March 21, when a large number of riders, plus Frank Shuter and his 
Maserati, rocketed to and fro over the famous half-mile, and although 
no records were broken, some excellent times, especially by standard 
roadster machines, were recorded. 


J. Titmus won the expert class in the April Pyramid Valley trial 
by a big margin from second man Ray Taylor, and A. Davies also had 
a considerable number of points in hand in winning the novice section. 


The Pines Beach Lagoon was the scene of some excellent racing 
on May 3. Dave Burns won three races, Warwick Broadhurst two, and 
other winners were Pete Phillips, Sid Harrison, M. Butler, W. McDonald 
and B. Morton. 


Pyramid Valley victor J. Titmus repeated in this year’s Kaikoura 
3-day event, winning the "experts" by 10 points from B. Stewart, while 
R. Bates took the novice section. The number of starters (eleven) 
was hardly encouraging. 


A Waimak trial in July was “won by a street" by Vic Rush, who 
dropped only 13 points to win the "experts." М. Butler was also well 
ahead of second man H. van der Heyden in taking the novice class. 


Nine races were run at the Harewood Scramble on August 30, when 
T. Minchington won two events, including the 15-lap final of the St. 
Albans Challenge Cup race. Len Reynolds also got a double, and R. 
Plummer, C. Box, and M. Brown each won a race. 


Dave Burns, in top form, won five of the thirteen races on the 
programme at the Kaiapoi scramble in September, and Sid Harrison, 
Peter Archer, Len Reynolds, Barry Gurdler, B. Morton, R. Butler and 
R. Plummer each won a race. 


The opening run, on November 22, though only moderately 
attended as compared to many past year, was nevertheless enjoyable, 
but it was regrettable that this once very popular fixture no longer 
attracted the big crowds which once made the opening run one of the 
most looked-for events of the club's success. 


The 1960 Pyramid Valley Trial expert section was won by P. Mc- 
Donald, and К. Sinclair topped the novice section. Ап innovation for 
this event was a sidecar section, won by P. Sinters. 

The N.Z. Sporting Trial on April 10 was won by Vic Rush by a 
margin of 21 points from I. Boorer, and Sid Paterson in third place. 


Dave Burns was fastest at the Tram Road on May 7, putting’ his 
Norton through the trap for a best 2-way average of 144.34 m.p.h. 
Visitors from Invercargill were Alf Groves and Bert Munro with a 
pair of mounts each, Alf bringing his 750 side-valve Harley and a 
B.S.A. Golden Flash, while Bert had his veteran Velocette with him 
in addition to the old faithful “Special.” Both Berts mounts made runs 
exceeding the 2-mile-per-minute mark, while Alf set a new side-valve 
mark with an average of 114.94 with the "K" Harley-Davidson. 


A most enjoyable event was a gymkhana day at Springston Domain. 
Riders from as far afield as Motueka enjoyed a full day's fun, many 
newcomers, including scooter riders, showing up very well in the gym- 
khana events. Cliff Batchelor was high points man at the end of the 
day, followed by R. Meyer and Des Thornton. 


A nine-race scramble event at Kaiapoi found Sid Harrison hard to 
beat, with four first places, including a special match race, to his credit. 
Barry Gurdler, R. Archibald, H. Anderson, and D. McDonald had a 
win each. 
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Dunedin’s Bill Veitch took the 250 Scramble Championship at 
Harewood in April, hard pressed by Dave Burns and Kevin McCleary. 
Eleven events were run and some fine racing was witnessed. 


The 1960 three-day trial brought out twenty starters, including five 
scooterists, two of whom were ladies. One of them, Miss J. Irvine, 
took first place in the scooter class. The motorcycle expert section 
was won by P. McDonald, and W. Horton headed the novice class, 
which incidentally composed half the entire entry. 


A sporting trial over a Summit Road-Gebbie’s Pass-Motukarara 
course in August was won by D. van Dongen, and B. Stanton was the 
novice class winner. 


This season’s opening run brought out a fair muster. Dese Thorn- 
ton, with 46 points collected in the gymkhana events, was four points 
ahead of second place dead-heaters Dick France and D. Barrow. 


Due to the club’s enterprise, riders were again able to indulge in 
the popular beach racing sport at two meetings before the end of the 
year, enabling the Kennett Cup and the Llew Evans Memorial Cup to 
be awarded for their original purposes. B. Compton (Ariel) won the 
former, and J.A.P.-mounted Brian McGibbon the latter, at a meeting 
in October. The other events—sprint and scratch races—were split up 
between Lloyd Williams, Bill Rush, Alec Ormandy, Jack Banks and I. 
Ruttledge. Races were run over half-mile straights at this meeting and 
the extra cog-swapping and braking entailed cut down averages con- 
siderably, so that the time of exactly two minutes recorded by Alec 
Ormandy and Bill Rush in the 2-mile 500 c.c. sprint event must be 
regarded as exceptionally good. At a similar event in December, the 
last fixture of the year, the short course was again used. The Campbell 
and Wynne-Yorke Cups were competed for at this meeting and were 
won by Alec Ormandy and Terry Carlyon. Terry also won the 350 
scratch event and a 5-mile open handicap, and Alec also took the 500 
с.с. sprint race. Jack Banks won the 350 sprint, and J. Plummer was 
the fastest 250 man of the day, winning both sprint and scratch events. 


The recording of events held during the year 1961 presents some 
slight difficulty due to records being undated in some cases, and we 
shall only touch on the more important fixtures of the year. The Kai- 
koura Trial was won by Vic Rush, with only 104 points lost in 82 
observed sections, Peter Archer with 195 and Murray Butler with 216, 
filled second and third positions. D. Barrow won the novice class. 
The “Pyramid” also went to Vic Rush, with 11 points lost, with Ev 
Norriss (22) and Peter Archer (26) second and third. R. Rush won 
the novice section with a loss of 37 points. 


The S.I. 250 scramble championship was a popular win for Len 
Reynolds, with Pete Phillips and R. Plummer in the next two places. 
Bob Harris, D. van Dongen, Kevin McCleary, Barry Gurdler and Don 
McNeill all won races. 


An enjoyable trial-cum-tour to the West Coast resulted in a win 
for Cliff Batchelor with a loss of only 48 points. R. McCallum topped 
the standard machine section. 

Championship winners in the Gebbie's Pass hill climb were Trev 
Glassenbury (250), Don McNeill (350), Kevin Horgan (500), and A. 
Stewart (Open). 

Two beach meetings were run, the first in October, being held in 
warm weather on a dry, firm beach. Main event was the Llew Evans 
Memorial race of 12 miles, won by Wilf Brown. Alec Ormandy took 
both the 500 sprint and scratch race, knocking 2 sec. off his pre- 
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vious best time of 2 min. flat for the former race. Bob Harris was un- 
beatable in the 250 class events, I. Ruttledge won the 350 sprint and 
Tommy McCleary the 350 scratch event, and two open handicaps of 6 
and 4 miles were won by Wilf and Peter ‘Archer. 


The November meeting, last major event of the year, also was 
run on a perfect beach in splendid weather. Bob Harris was in fine 
form, winning four events out of the fourteen on the programme. A 200 
c.c. sprint race had been added to the day’s events and was won by 
K. Gillard. Warwick Broadhurst was the 500 c.c. star on this occasion, 
winning both sprint and scratch events. The main feature, the Ken- 
nett Cup race of 16 miles, was won by M. Collinson. Other winners 
were Bas Chambers, R. Plummer, J. McKitterick, G. Loader, Cliff Bat- 
chelor and A. Davies. 


Trials figured largely on the 1962 programme. The Pyramid Valley 
trial brought out 25 starters, and P. McDonald topped the expert sec- 
tion with 26 points lost, which brought him home well ahead of the 
second and third placings, Peter Archer and Gary Woodbury (third 
equal with Des Thornton). R. Milner won the stock machine class, and 
R. McCallum headed the novices with a debit of 47 points. In second 
place was D. Kelly and only one point behind in third place was Mrs 
F. Woodbury—a very fine showing. Mrs Woodbury also gained third 
place in the novice section of the Ellesmere trial on May 20, the win- 
ner being A. J. Davies and the second man B. Horton. A Doudney 
won the stock machine class, and the “experts” winner was P. Mc- 
Donald. Three riders retired in this event. 


That hardy annual, the King’s Birthday 3-day Kaikoura trial, attract- 
ed 20 starters, and Ev Norriss, right back to his form of yesteryear, won 
the expert section by 11 points from Peter McDonald. Peter Archer 
took third place. In the novice section Bob Smith, Ken Bush and Keith 
Gillard filled the first three places, with Mrs Woodbury a very credit- 
able fourth. 


A very encouraging turnout of 30 starters—the largest for some 
time—took part in another trial in July, and Ev Norriss continued on 
his winning way by winning the expert section, though by the slim 
margin of one point from second man A. Davies. Peter Archer took 
third place. In the novice section, M. Wear, R. Rush and Brian Horton 
finished in that order. 


A rally on August 19 was won by B. Neill, with Ray Taylor a 
mere half-point behind in second place. Another 1962 event was a 
gymkhana day, on which Murray Butler gained most points towards 
the Mitchell Cup, while in the ladies section Miss P. Duggan was top 
scorer of points for the Whyte Cup. 


Space prohibits the recording of more than a couple of events in 
the 1963 season. That old favourite event, the “Kaikoura,” was won 
by P. McDonald, who headed Ray Taylor and Peter Archer in the 
expert section, and in the novice class K. Bush was the winner, just 
one point ahead of P. Milner. 


Four club teams contested the Tullett Memorial Trial on June 
30. This was held in the Springston district, and conditions were quite 
strenuous throughout the day, with mud, water, and river crossings tak- 
ing toll of the riders. Pioneer’s “A” team, with 221 points lost, beat 
the Pioneer “В” team, which dropped 285, and in third place was the 
Corsair “B” team. Best performances by individual riders were: Expert, 
Ev Norriss, 57 lost; Intermediate, Ray Taylor, 68 lost; Novice, Brian 
Horton, 140 lost. 
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And so, with the club's Jubilee celebrations looming up, this 
chronicle must end. Errors, omissions, and other "blues" have prob- 
ably crept in, despite efforts to check information sources for accuracy 
—for these, we offer our apologies. We have drawn on our memory for 
a large amount of material, also—and although we don't think it has 
played us false on many occasions, the odd error can creep in. Finally, 
we apologise if at times this record seems to lapse into personal reminis- 
cence—for this, we can only ask the indulgence of the reader, and our 
only excuse is that many of the happenings described in the course of 
this chronicle were "seen from the saddle." 





Members’ Lounge—Present Day. 


IN RETROSPECT 


Glancing back once more over half a century of club life and 
doings, our firm conviction is still that motorcycling is the finest sport 
in the world. In those fifty years untold thousands of miles have rolled 
away under the wheels of every type of machine ridden by many dif- 
ferent types of rider—the racing enthusiast, the trials rider, the tourist, 
and the man who, while he did not participate in any form of competi- 
tion, rode his machine purely for the love of the game. And we ven- 
ture to assert that the great majority of them, even though they may no 
longer be motorcyclists, retain affectionate memories of the days when 
the snarl of a well-tuned engine on beach or track, or the leap of a 
powerful mount over the brow of an “impossible” grade, or the con- 
centration of negotiating a supposedly unrideable trials section, or may- 
be just the contentment of swift, effortless travel with holiday miles 
unwinding under the wheels—was just the finest sensation in the world! 
To these, we say “Welcome to the Pioneer Jubilee!” 
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TROPHIES 


Few clubs of any kind can possess such an imposing collection of 
trophies for annual competition as the Pioneer Motor Club, and the 
glittering array awaiting the season’s winners at the annual presentation 
is indeed an impressive sight. We list hereunder the complete collection 
of trophies, with names of their donors, and particulars of the events 
for which individual trophies are awarded. 


THE BONNINGTON CUP is the club’s premier trophy and was pre- 
sented by Mr Cecil Bonnington in 1917. It is awarded to the 
competitor gaining most points in competition for each season and 
is perhaps the most coveted and hard-to-win trophy. The names 
of winners engraved on it may be said to constitute a “Who’s Who” 
of Pioneer’s foremost competition riders through the years. 


THE BIG TREE CUP presented by A. S. Paterson & Co. in 1917 for 
sidecar trials winners, 1917 to 1924, and from 1926 for winner of 
350 с.с. class in the hill climb. 


THE KENNETT CUP presented by Mr R. L. Kennett in 1923 for 
winner of the longest beach race of the season. 


THE MOIR CUP presented by Mr C. H. Moir in 1923. Now awarded 
to winner of novice section of Kaikoura Trial. 


THE WAKEFIELD CUP presented by C. C. Wakefield & Co. in 1924. 
Awarded to winner of the open class in hill climb. 


THE TRIUMPH No. 1 CUP presented by Adams Ltd. in 1926. 
Awarded to winner of 500 c.c. class hill climb. 


THE HARLEY CUP presented by Jones Bros. in 1930. Awarded to 
competitor gaining most points in trials. 


THE WOOFF & SALVESEN CUP presented by Wooff & Salvesen in 
1932. Awarded to winner of novice section in the Pyramid Valley 
trial. 


THE B.M.A. CUP presented by British Motorcycle Agencies in 1936. 
Awarded to winner of 250 cc. class hill climb. 


THE TRIUMPH No. 2 CUP presented by Triumph Cycle Co., England, 
in 1937. Awarded to winner of championship class in Kaikoura 
Trial. 


THE MITCHELL CUP presented by H. Mitchell in 1940. Awarded to 
competitor gaining most points in gymkhana events. 


THE DICK CAMPBELL CUP presented by Dick Campbell in 1944. 
Awarded to competitor gaining most points in grass track events. 
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THE MOORE SHIELD presented by Stan Moore in 1944. Awarded 
to most improved first year rider. 


THE FALCONER CUP presented by H. D. Falconer in 1946. Awarded 
to best first year rider in Kaikoura Trial. 


THE LAURENSON CUP presented by Angus Laurenson in 1946. 
Awarded to winner of Championship section of sporting trial. 


THE FRANCE CUP presented by Mr and Mrs L. A. France in 1947. 
Awarded to competitor under 21 years of age gaining most points 
in gymkhana events. 


THE WHYTE CUP presented by Mr and Mrs R. Whyte. Awarded to 
lady gaining most points in gymkhana events. 


THE FRANK V. THOMAS CUP presented by F. V. Thomas in 1948. 
Awarded to competitor gaining most points in beach races. 


THE PETER BENNETT CUP presented by P. Bennett in 1950. 
Awarded to first year competitor making best performance in trials. 


THE B.S.A. SHIELD presented by Skeates & White Ltd. in 1950. 
Awarded to competitor meking best performance on 125 c.c. 
machine in trials. 


THE RUSS LOVEGROVE CUP presented by R. Lovegrove in 1954. 
Awarded to competitor gaining most points for fastest times in 
beach races. 


THE JOHN BLANDFORD MEMORIAL CUP presented by Mr and 


Mrs Blandford. Awarded to aggregate points winner under 19 
years of age in trials and "safe rider" competition. 


THE A. М. STEWART CUP presented by Athol М. Stewart in 1958. 
Awarded to competitor gaining most points in scrambles. 


THE LLEW EVANS MEMORIAL TROPHY presented by Mrs L. E. 
Evans in 1953. Awarded to winner of 16-mile beach race. 
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TROPHY WINNERS 


THE BONNINGTON CUP 


1917-18-19 F. Haworth 
1919-20-21 R. L. Kennett 
1921-22 L. C. Monkman 
1922-23 G. Lambert 
1923-24 L. F. B. Poore 
1924-25 T. C. Whitlow 
1925-26 G. Lambert 
1926-27-28 G. W. Hockley 
1928-29 N. R. Gray 
1929-30-31 T. R. McCleary 
1931-32 E. J. Bradshaw 
1932-33 G. W. Hockley, 
V. C. Browne 
(equal) 
1933-34 V. C. Browne 
1934-35 J. R. Bourne 
1935-36 W. Nelson 
1936-37 N. Newton 
THE BIG 
1917 E. F. C. Hinds 
1918 F. Haworth 
1919 О. C. C. Moffat 
1920 R. L. Kennett 
1921 L. E. Williams 
1922 L. C. Monkman 
1923 G. Lambert 
1924 C. Bell G. Henderson, 
W. H. Jones, L. Monk- 
man, L. F. Poore (equal) 
1926 E. S. Velvin 
1927 G. W. Hockley 
1928 W. G. Thomas 
1929 R. Palmer 
1930 W. G. Thomas 
1931 G. W. Hockley 
1932 E. J. Bradshaw 
1933 W. Needham 
1934 V. C. Browne 


1937-38-39-40-41 


1941-42 
1943-44 
1944-45 


1945-46 


1946-47-48 


1948-49 


1949-50-51-52 


1952-53 
1953-54 
1954-55 
1955-56 


1956-57-58 
1958-59-60 


1960-61 
1961-62 
1962-63 


M. Wear 
S. Besley 
A. Robinson 
W. J. S. 
McLaughlin 
. Phillips 
G. Holland 
Gardner 
Soanes 
Stuthridge 
Soanes 
Rush 
Knowles 
Norriss 
Burns 
Ormandy 
Archer 
Norriss 
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TREE CUP 


1935 

1937 

1937-38 
1938-39 
1939-40 
1940-41 
1941-42 
1944-45 


1945-46 
1946-47 


1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 
1950-51 
1954-55 
1955-56 
1956-57 
1957-58 
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V. C. Browne 
J. Bourne 

M. Wear 

M. Wear 

M. Wear 

M. Wear 

P. Phillips 
M. Wear 


L. Williams 
W. Fabian 


H. Willson 

A. Thomas 

M. Daniels 

M. Daniels 

V. Rush 

T. Glassenbury 
P. Glassenbury 
D. McNeill 








1923-24 
1924-25 


1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 


1929-30 


1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1937-38 
1938-39 


1923-24 
1924-25 
1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 
1937-38 
1938-39 
1939-40 
1940-41 
1941-42 
1943-44 


KENNETT CUP 


L. F. B. Poore 1939-40 
L. F. B. Poore and 1940-41 
A. Smith (equal) 1945-46 
G. Lambert 1946-47 
A. Smith 1947-48 
G. W. Hockley 1948-49 
G. W. Hockley, 1949-50 
R. Palmer, A. Smith 1950-51 
(equal) 1951-52 
V. C. Browne and 1952-53 
С. M. Chambers (equal) 1953-54 
A. Smith 1954-55 
L. E. Evans 1955-56 
R. A. Carpenter 1956-57 
G. W. Hockley 1957-58 
G. W. Hockley 1958-59 
W. Nelson 1960-61 
L. E. Evans 1961-62 
M. Wear 
THE MOIR CUP 
H. L. Piper 1944-45 
T. C. Whitlow 1945-46 
D. N. Shaw 1946-47 
D. N. Shaw 1947-48 
R. Palmer 1948-49 
N. R. Gray 1949-50 
N. R. Gray 1950-51 
S. L. Ogden 1951-52 
E. J. Bradshaw 1952-53 
V. C. Browne 1953-54 
E. Buckley 1954-55 
J. Bourne 1955-56 
W. Nelson 1956-57 
N. Newton 
M. Wear 1957-58 
M. Wear 1958-59 
М. Wear 1959-60 
М. Wear 1960-61 
S. Besley 1961-62 
A. Robinson 1962-63 
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A. Wear 

M. Wear 

M. Wear 

A. G. Holland 
E. Ransley 
N. Kelly 

T. Newman 
Н. Neave 

J. Swarbrick 
D. Soanes 
V. Rush 

М. Pierson 
P. Wells 

T. Simpson 
J. Hubbard 
M. Monk 

J. Banks 

M. Collinson 


. J. S. McLaughlin 
Phillips 

. G. Holland 

. Billens 
Gardner 
Norriss 
McLeod 

Van Dongen 
Norriss 
Robinson 
Ormandy 
Bamford 
Hearn and 
Chapple (equal) 
J. Thompson 

R. Bates 

D. Barrow 

A. Fazackerley 

R. Smith 

K. Bush 
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THE WAKEFIELD CUP 














1924 O. M. Williams 1937-38 D. Blackwell 
1925 G. Henderson, C. Bell, 1938-39 D. Blackwell 
E. S. Velvin, A. Smith 1939-40 H. Mitchell 
(equal) 1940-41 P. Phillips 
1926 E. R. Marsh 1941-42 S. Besley 
1927 G. W. Hockley 1944-45 L. Cox 
1928 G. W. Hockley 1945-46 М. Harris 
1929 N. R. Gray 1946-47 А. С. Holland 
1930 T. R. McCleary 1947-48 A. С. Holland 
1930-31 Т. R. McCleary 1948-49 J. Swarbrick 
1931-32 E. J. Bradshaw 1949-50 J. Swarbrick 
1932-33 D. Blackwell 1954-55 V. Rush 
1933-34 S. Loader 1955-56 М. Turner 
1934-35 D. Blackwell 1956-57 R. Brown 
1936-37 N. Newton 1957-58 A. Stewart 
TRIUMPH No. 1 CUP 
1926 E. S. Velvin 1940-41 N. Harris 
1927 G. W. Hockley 1941-42 J. Swarbrick 
1928 G. W. Hockley 1944-45 E. Ransley 
1929 R. Palmer 1945-46 М. Pierson 
1930 T. R. McCleary 1946-47 A. G. Holland 
1931 T. R. McCleary 1947-48 A. G. Holland 
1932 E. J. Bradshaw 1948-49 A. G. Holland 
1933 D. Blackwell 1949-50 J. Swarbrick 
1934 S. Loader 1950-51 К. Proctor 
1935 N. B. Newton 1954-55 V. Rush 
1937 H. Randall 1955-56 М. Turner 
1937-38 D. Blackwell 1956-57 R. Brown 
1938-39 D. Blackwell 1957-58 K. Horgan 
1939-40 B. Wisely 
THE HARLEY CUP 
1930 L. E. Evans 1946-47 D: Cresswell 
1931-32 E. J. Bradshaw 1947-48 N. Pierson 
1932-33 G. A. Urry 1948-49 K. Gardner 
1933-34 G. A. Urry 1949-50 E. Norriss 
1934-35 G. A. Urry 1950-51 B. Williams 
1935-36 G. Bennett 1952-53 M. Costello 
1936-37 J. Lamb 1953-54 A. Ormandy 
1937-38 B. Wisely 1954-55 R. Smith 
| 1938-39 R. W. Frizzell 1956-57 R. Plummer 
1939-40 S. Besley 1957-58 E. Norriss 
1940-41 А. G. Holland 1958-59 J. Titmus 
1941-42 T. Cox 1959-60 V. Rush 
1943-44 S. Besley 1960-61 Р. Archer 
1944-45 W. J. S. McLaughlin 1961-62 P. McDonald 
1945-46 S. Besley 1962-63 E. Norriss 
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THE WOOFF & SALVESEN CUP 


. A. Urry 


QAAAS 2 


C 


. Lamb 

. Laurenson 
Wisely 
Wisely 
Besley 
Besley 

. Robinson 

. Robinson 
Pierson 

. Carson 
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. Lamport 
. McMillan 
. Wear 
Besley 

. Wear 

. Dunlop 
Cox 

. Wear 

. Wear 
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THE DICK CAMPBELL 


L. Williams 
W. Alexander 
W. Fabian 
W. Alexander 
K. Robinson 
E. Brown 

D. Soanes 


. W. Hockley 
. W. Hockley 


. Anderson and 
. H. Haden (equal) 
. W. Hockley 


1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 


THE B.M.A. CUP 


1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 
1950-51 
1954-55 
1955-56 
1956-57 
1957-58 


W. Anderson 
G. Dennison 
E. Norriss 

B. Williams 
N. Turner 
M. Costello 
D. Hughes 

J. Banks 

J. Gibson 

B. Roberts 
W. McCleary 
Davis 
Barrow 
Bush 

. McCallum 
. Rush 


"ERUP 


. Proctor 

. Entwhistle 
Harding 
McCleary 
. Phillips 

. Phillips 

. Stuthridge 
. Glassenbury 
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CUP 


. Soanes 

. Stuthridge 
McCleary 

. Rush 
Jones 

. Stuthridge 

. Ormandy 
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THE WHYTE CUP FOR LADIES 
Mrs A. G. Holland 


Miss Cross 


Miss V. Aldersley 


Miss M. Horgan 
Miss M. Horgan 
Mrs R. France 


1955-56 
1955-56 
1957-58 
1961-62 
1962-63 


Mrs R. France 


Mrs M. Plummer 
Mrs B. Morton 
Mrs F. Woodbury 


Mrs P. Duggan 











1937-38 
1938-39 
1939-40 
1940-41 
1943-44 
1944-45 
1945-46 
1946-47 
1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 
1950-51 


1954-55 
1955-56 
1956-57 


1940-41 
1941-42 


1942-43 
1943-44 
1944-45 
1945-46 
1946-47 
1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 
1950-51 
1951-52 


1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
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THE TRIUMPH No. 2 CUP 


B. Wisely 

R. W. Frizzell 
S. Besley 

A. Robinson 
A. Robinson 


W. J. S. McLaughlin 


P. Phillips 
P. Phillips 
P. Phillips 
K. Gardner 
E. Norriss 
B. Williams 


1951-52 
1952-53 
1953-54 
1954-55 
1955-56 
1956-57 
1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 
1960-61 
1961-62 
1962-63 


P. 
E. 


Rush 
Norriss 
Ayres 
Smith 
Wells 
Archer 
Plummer 


McDonald 
Norriss 


P. McDonald 


THE RUSS LOVEGROVE CUP 


1957-58 J. Banks 
1958-59 D. Burns 


C. Jones 
W. L. Brown 
T. Simpson 


P. Phillips 


MITCHELL CUP 


A. Laurenson and 
J. Swarbrick (equal) 


T. Cox 

S. Besley 
Harris 
Harris 

. Cresswell 
Willson 
Willson 
Robinson 
Norris 
Norriss 


mmmmmuUzZz 


Yaxley 
G. Holland 
Soanes 
Soanes 
Soanes 
Soanes 
Soanes 


FRANK V. THOMAS 
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1952-53 M. Hugo 
1953-54 R. Smith 
1954-55 R. Smith 
1955-56 М. Turner 
1956-57 E. Norriss 
1957-58 Е. Norriss 
1958-59 К. France 
1959-60 R. France and 
C. Batchelor (equal) 

1960-61 D. Thornton 
1961-62 A. Davies 
1962-63 E. Norriss 
1955 М. Pierson 
1956 Т. Simpson 
1957 Т. Simpson and 

T. Plummer (equal) 
1958 J. Hubbard 
1960 A. Ormandy 
1961 P. Archer 











ee ee Re ey ТУТ 


THE S. MOORE SHIELD 


1953-54 N. Robinson 
1954-55 В. Stanton 
1955-56 С. Sprott 
1956-57 К. Norriss 
1957-58 Р. Burns 
1961-62 С. Woodbury 
1962-63 К. Rush 


1944-45 К. Robinson 
1945-46 М. Ріегѕоп 
1946-47 L. Wilkinson 
1947-48 К. Rushbridge 
1948-49 D. McLeod 
1950-51 С. Stuthridge 
1951-52 J. Kennedy 
1952-53 M. Hugo 


THE STEWART CUP 


1958-59 D. McNeill 1959-60 D. Burns 


THE FALCONER CUP 


1946-47 R. Riley 1955-56 P. Archer 
1947-48 К. Rushbridge 1956-57 D. Hearn 
1948-49 D. McLeod 1957-58 J. Thompson 
1949-50 К. Ayres 1958-59 К. Bates 
1950-51 К. Vincent 1959-60 D. Barrow 
1951-52 К. McGilligan 1960-61 А. Fazackerley 
1952-53 К. Taylor 1961-62 R. Smith 
1953-54 N. Robinson 1962-63 G. Smith 
1954-55 T. Taylor 

THE LAURENSON CUP 
1946-47 A. Britton 1955-56 V. Rush 
1947-48 G. Dennison 1956-57 Е. Norriss 
1948-49 V. Rush 1957-58 E. Norriss 
1949-50 W. Rush 1958-59 T. Titmus 
1950-51 B. Williams 1959-60 V. Rush 
1951-52 V. Rush 1960-61 P. McDonald 
1952-53 M. Costello 1961-62 P. McDonald 
1953-54 M. Crake 1962-63 V. Rush 


1954-55 У. Rush 


THE FRANCE CUP 


1947-48 D. Cresswell 1955-56 К. Sprott 
1948-49 R. Rushbridge 1956-57 К. Norriss 
1949-50 E. Norriss 1957-58 J. Penny and 
1950-51 Е. Norriss Р. Archer (equal) 
1951-52 Е. Norriss 1959-60 С. Batchelor 
1952-53 М. Crake 1960-61 D. Barrow 
1953-54 R. Smith 1962-63 A. Fazackerley 
1954-55 B. Stanton 
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THE PETER BENNETT CUP 


1950-51 V. Rush 1957-58 V. Rush 

1952-53 М. Costello 1958-59 V. Rush 

1953-54 У, Rush 1959-60 У. Rush 

1954-55 V. Rush 1960-61 D. Van Dongen 

1955-56 R. Wing 1961-62 P. McDonald 

1956-57 V. Rush 1962-63 E. Norriss 
THE WYNNE-YORKE CUP 

1951 D. Loughhead 1957 T. Simpson and 

1952 G. Stuthridge T. Plummer (equal) 

1953 G. Stuthridge 1958 J. Hubbard 

1954 T. Glassenbury 1959 D. Burns 

1955 N. Pierson 1961 V. Rush 


1956 T. Simpson 1962 P. Archer 
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ee TTE PRESE T Pe ee ИК ee a IST ee ee ЇЧ ТИРҮҮСҮ ЗР ҮҮТ УРЧУ: 


^ : 1 ҮЗ s 
? РЕД АЕ Е sum x pu dis - РА МУУ 37; ЗАЯ Ва 
TIBO VUA ЭНЕНИ ИГА И ЕРИ УРБА Ч ЧЕ РИТЕ ТАНАУ АР АА ЛУУ. 
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